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OUR  WINTER  ISSUE. 


Tlie  date  is  January  26,  1901.   The  number  -will  be 
The  first  iditinn  de  Ixtxe  of  the  twentieth  century,  and 
The  best  for  beginning  the  year's  business,  as  well  as 
The  brightest  for  a  good  advertisement,  and 
The  surest  for  distributing  circulars  and  price-lists. 
It  will  be  sent  to  12,000  business-places. 
It  will  be  read  by  the  best  buyers  in  the  trade. 
It  will  be  kept  for  reference  in  every  part  of  the  globe. 
It  will  be  well,  therefore,  that  all  firms  wishing  to  do 
business  or  to  increase  their  business  with  buyers  in 
the  drug,  chemical,  and  allied  trades  of  the  British 
Empire  to  ensure  that  they  have  an  advertisement  or  an 
inset  in 

The  Winter  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 


Summary, 


Another  Mel  -  Rose  Tahlet  injunction  has  been  granted 
(p.  1003). 

Edinbuegii  and  West  London  chemists  approve  of  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  (pp.  991-2>. 

Some  further  revelations  regarding  the  supply  of  cheap  patents 
are  given  on  p.  997. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  gives  an  interesting  example  of  the  necessity  of 
a  lead  lotion  not  being  made  clear  (p.  992). 

The  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations  is  to  stir 
them  up  in  regard  to  the  Pliarmacy  Bill  (p.  986). 

The  extractive  strength  and  sp.  gr.  of  ext.  cascaric  sag.  liq.  are 
the  subject  of  several  interesting  letters  on  p.  1007. 

Mb.  J.  C.  Pottage  as  the  sulphur  bii'd  HihiWui  si iniUbns,  var. 
curantur)  is  caught  in  the  aviary  this  week  (p.  991^). 

Mr.  Winfrey,  Ph.C,  who  contested  South- West  Norfolk  at 
the  general  election,  does  not  like  the  Returning  Officer's  bill 
(p.  982). 

A  Johannesburg  Correspondent  sends  ua  an  interesting 
letter  telling  about  his  experiences  in  the  town  during  the  war 
(p.  984). 

A  SuB-coiiMiTTEE  of  the  North-East  Lancashire  Association 
condemns  the  Draft  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  will  not  attempt  to 
improve  it  (p.  990). 

The  last  Sheffield  Chemists'  ball  gave  rise  to  a  scandal,  and  a 
nurse,  who  was  the  victim,  has  cleared  her  character  in  court  and 
got  100?.  damages  (p.  981). 

In  a  Note  on  the  estimation  of  citral,  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  proves 
the  correctness  of  his  method,  which  Messrs.  Schimmel  have 
unfavourably  criticised  (p.  1000). 

The  Dublin  High  Court  does  not  agree  with  the  decision  of 
the  Tullamore  Magistrates  in  the  case  of  the  boy  Delaney  who 
sold  corrosive  sublimate  (p.  10C4). 

Dinners  or  other  festive  functions  at  Aberdeen,  Bradford, 
Stratford,  Belfast,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Edinburgh,  Stoke-on-Trent 
and  Halifax,  are  reported  on  pp.  1000-1. 

Further  High  Court  i)i'0"eediiigs  in  regard  to  Mr.  John 
Munday's  are  reported,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
selling  the  stock  to  the  mortgagee  (p.  1003). 

The  Beer  Brewers'  Cojimission  report  that  all  the  arsenic 
has  come  from  one  make  of  glucose,  and  they  recommend  Reinsch's 
test  (p.  980).    Dr.  McWalter  does  not  (p.  1008). 

The  Maker  of  "Phospherquin  "  has  submitted  to  an  injunction 
applied  for  by  Messrs.  Ashton  &  Parsons,  the  makers  of  "  Phos- 
pherine,"  who  consider  that  it  infringed  their  rights  (p.  1003). 

Pharmacists  in  Birmingham  and  Cambridge  have  had  discourses 
by  medical  men,  Professor  Myers-Ward  speaking  at  Birmingham 
on  indigestion,  and  Dr.  Higgins  at  Cambridge  on  health  (p.  990). 

Reciprocity  is  the  leading  topic  in  Australia  just  now.  Mr. 
Sydney  Plowman,  who  is  an  old  English  examiner,  says  the 
Victoria  qualifying  examination  is  quite  as  stiff  as  the  British  one 
(p.  985). 

Testing  of  commercial  glucose  was  the  subject  of  last  week's 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  meeting.  Mr.  H.  C.  Coupland 
in  it  discussed  the  properties  of  glucose,  and  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion followed  (p.  989). 

Inquiries  which  a  representative  of  the  C.  if-  D.  has  made 
in  London  show  that  carbolic-acid  fatalities  have  wonderfully 
decreased  since  the  poison  was  scheduled,  and  the  regulation  is 
having,  otherwise,  a  Ijeneficial  effect  {p.  997). 

The  Bankruptcy  of  Aliens  is  discussed  on  p.  990,  d  propos  of 
the  Charles  A.  Vogeler  case,  in  which  the  House  of  Lords  has 
confirmed  the  decision  of  lower  Courts  that  the  company  com- 
mitted no  act  of  bankruptcy  in  this  country  (p.  1002). 

Dublin  Chemists  have  considered  the  preliminary  arrange- 
ments for  the  Conference  meeting  there  next  summer  ;  Mr.  W.  F. 
Wells  has  been  appointed  Chairman  of  the  local  committee,  Mr. 
S.  P.  Boyd  Vice-Chairman,  and  Mr.  J.  I.  Bernard  Local  Secretary. 
The  excursion- arrangement  is  such  as  to  make  a  stay  at  Killarney 
possible  (p.  987). 

The  ExECUTn-E  Committee  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  have  abandoned  the  original  proposal  for  a  research- 
worker,  as  the  representatives  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
would  not  promise  admission  of  a  worker  appointed  by  the  Con- 
ference into  the  Society's  research  laboratory.  A  B.P.C.  research 
fund  is  now  suggested  (p.  987). 

The  Mabkets  are  now  slackening  down  for  the  Christmas 
holidays  and  annual  stocktaking,  and  there  are  likely  to  be  no 
further  important  changes  this  year.  Salicylates  will,  however, 
be  lower  on  January  1,  1901,  now  that  the  Convention  has  been 
dissolved.  Cinchona  auctions  were  held  on  Tuesday,  when  the 
unit  decHned  from  2d.  to  lid.    Quinine  is  still  easy  (p.  1014). 

B— C 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

A  Bradford  grocer,  named  Sugden,  was  fined  21.  and  costs 
on  December  13  for  selling  baking-powder  whiich  was  found 
to  contain  28  5  per  cent,  of  alum. 

William  Wiiite,  Mill  End,  Watford,  was  fined  II.  and  costs 
on  December  12  for  sowing  poisoned  grain  on  iiis  land.  He 
pleaded  that  he  wished  to  rid  his  land  of  sparrows. 

At  Neath  Police  Court  on  Friday,  December  14,  Mr. 
Charles  J.  Thomas,  Melincrythan,  was  fined  5s.  and  costs  for 
selling  milk  of  sulphur  which  contained  sulphate  of  lime. 

An  Eastbourne  youth  has  been  bound  over  on  a  charge  of 
stealing  sample  boxes  of  patent  medicines  valued  at  Zs.  Gd., 
the  property  of  the  Sterling  Remedy  Company,  New  York. 

A  burglar  entered  the  premises  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Hedley, 
chemist  and  druggist,  at  Chester  Road,  Sunderland,  on 
December  10,  but  obtained  nothing  of  value,  having  probably 
been  interrupted  in  his  search. 

At  the  Godstone  Petty  Sessions  on  Monday,  Henry 
Bentinck  Budd,  of  Lingfield,  was  fined  51.  and  costs  for 
keeping  carbide  of  calcium  without  a  licence  at  Lingfield  on 
November  23.  The  carbide  found  on  the  premises  was 
forfeited. 

While  a  workman  was  filling  a  drum  with  sulphuric  acid 
at  Messrs.  Spencer,  Chapman  &  Co.'s  chemical-works.  Silver- 
town,  on  December  8,  an  explosion  occurred,  and 
he  was  so  shockingly  injured  with  the  acid  that  he  died 
the  same  day. 

William  Oartwright,  grocer,  Melbourne,  was  fined  1,?.,  and 
19s.  6d.  costs,  on  December  13  for  selling  sal  volatile  55  per 
cent,  deficient  in  ammonia.  Defendant  said  he  had  had  the 
sal  volatile  in  stock  for  about  five  years,  but  had  decided  not 
to  sell  any  more  of  it. 

Some  friction  has  arisen  between  Messrs.  Crosfield  &  Sons 
(Limited),  soap-manufacturers,  Warrington,  and  a  section  of 
their  employes  regarding  hours  and  pay.  The  men  have 
received  notice  to  leave  unless  they  comply  with  certain 
conditions.  This  the  workmen  decline  to  do,  and  a  mass 
meeting  of  trade-unionists  and  working-men  held  in  the 
Co-operative  Hall,  Warrington,  on  December  16,  endorsed 
their  action  and  agreed  to  support  them. 

On  December  13,  a  lad  named  Charles  Mitchell  was  bound 
over  under  the  First  Offenders  Act  for  stealing  21.  10s. 
belonging  to  his  employer,  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Harston, 
chemist  and  druggist,  54  Burton  Road,  Lincoln.  Mitchell 
had  been  sent  to  a  neighbouring  shop  for  change,  and  when 
he  returned  said  he  had  swallowed  the  money.  Mr.  Harston 
thereupon  administered  two  emetics,  but  no  gold  was  forth- 
coming, and  the  money  was  ultimately  found  on  a  window- 
sill  by  another  boy. 

On  December  13,  the  solicitor  to  the  Manchester  Corpora- 
tion applied  for  summonses  under  Sections  3  and  6  of  the  1875 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  against  a  number  of  brewers  and 
beer-retailers  in  the  City  in  respect  to  beer  containing 
arsenic.  The  Magistrates  granted  summonses  against  twelve 
retailers,  but  refused  them  in  respect  to  brewers.  On  Tuesday 
of  this  week  the  solicitor  renewed  the  application  as  regards 
the  brewers,  but  it  was  again  refused.  Six  additional  sum- 
monses against  retailers  were  granted. 

The  furniture  and  household  effects  seized  by  the  Grimsby 
County  Court  officials  under  an  execution  levied  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Herbert  Colley,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Grimsby,  in  respect  to  a  debt,  for  which  he  had  obtained  judg- 
ment against  Mr.  Alfred  Pearson,  photographer,  Cleethorpes, 
have  been  valued  at  51.  lis.  2d. ;  therefore  the  execution 
creditor,  according  to  the  judgment  in  the  interpleader 
action  (see  6.  <|'  B.,  December  1,  page  893),  is  entitled  to 
17s.  Zd.  Judgment  for  that  amount  was  accordingly  entered 
by  Judge  Bhortt  on  December  13. 


Analysts'  Affairs. 

Mr.  P.  Gerald  Sanford  has  been  reappointed  public  analyst 
for  the  Borough  of  Penzance. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Harland,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  has  been  appointed 
public  analyst  for  the  borough  of  Deptford. 

A  year  ago  it  was  stipulated  by  the  Hove  Town  Council 
that  their  analyst,  Mr.  S.  A.  Wcodhead,  B.Sc,  should  take 
the  F.LC.  degree  before  being  reappointed  to  his  office.  At 
a  meeting  of  the  Council  on  December  13,  it  was  reported 
that  Mr.  Woodhead  had  not  only  done  so,  but,  in  addition, 
had  obtained  a  special  certificate  for  microscopy,  thera- 
peutics, and  pharmacology,  and  his  appointment  as  public 
analyst  was  accordingly  made  permanent. 

Arsenic  in  Beer. 

The  commission  of  experts,  consisting  of  Sir  Lauder 
Brunton,  Dr.  Thomas  Stevenson,  Dr.  A.  P.  Luff,  Mr.  A. 
Gordon  Salamon,  Mr.  Samuel  Buckley,  and  Mr.  J.  Fletcher 
Moulton,  Q.C  ,  M.P.,  appointed  by  the  Manchester  Brewers' 
Central  Association,  have  presented  a  report  to  the  Association, 
in  the  course  of  which  they  state  that  it  has  been  clearly 
established  that  the  arsenic  found  in  deleterious  quantities 
in  the  beer  has  been  solely  due  to  the  contamination  by 
arsenic  of  the  sugars  supplied  by  Messrs.  Bostock  &  Co. 
(Limited),  of  Liverpool.  The  arsenic  in  these  sugars  was 
undoubtedly  derived  from  the  impure  sulphuric  acid  used 
in  their  manufacture.  The  commission  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  investigate,  and  determine  what  is  the  most 
suitable  method  of  testing  beers  for  arsenic,  and  recommend 
the  Reinsch  test  in  preference  to  all  others  at  present 
known,  because  their  investigations  have  satisfied  them  that 
it  is  the  best  and  most  reliable  test  for  arsenic  in  beer.  The 
mode  of  performing  it  is  as  follows  :— 

Take  200  c.c.  of  the  beer  in  a  porcelain  evaporating-dish.  Raise 
the  liquid  to  the  boiling-point,  and  then  add  30  c.c.  of  pure  con- 
centrated hydrochloric  acid.  Insert  a  piece  of  pure  bright  copper 
foil,  about  5  inch  by  i  inch  in  size,  and  keep  the  solution  gently 
boiling  for  forty-five  minutes.  If  at  the  end  of  that  time  the 
copper  remains  bright  and  red,  the  beer  is  free  from  arsenic. 

If  a  deposit  is  obtained  on  the  copper,  the  foil  is  to  be  washed 
successively  with  water,  alcohol,  and  ether  (care  being  taken  that 
these  are  pure),  dried  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  100°  C, 
and  subjected  to  slow  sublimation  in  a  thin  reduction-tube  of 
small  section,  and  not  less  than  2  inches  long,  the  upper  portion 
of  which  should  be  warmed  before  the  sublimation  begins.  For 
the  purpose  of  the  sublimation  a  small  spirit-lamp  flame  should 
be  used.  If  any  sublimate  is  obtained,  it  must  be  examined  under 
a  magnifying-power  of  about  200  diameters.  Any  sublimate  which 
does  not  show  well-defined  octahedral  or  tetrahedral  crystals  is 
not  to  be  considered  arsenical. 

N.B. — It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  blackening  of  the 
copper  or  a  deposit  thereon  from  the  preliminary  operation  does 
not  demonstrate  the  presence  of  arsenic  in  beer.  Abundant 
blackening  and  deposit  may  be  obtained  from  the  purest  beer. 

We  presume  that  the  Commission  know  Gutzeit's  test,  and 
it  may  be  inferred  that  they  have  rejected  it  because  it  is  too 
delicate.    It  is  certainly  easier  than  Reinsch's. 

Jurymen  and  Prescribing. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Newton  Abbot  on  Wednesday  evening, 
December  19,  on  the  body  of  a  3-year-old  child,  Alice  Amelia 
Pascoe,  the  evidence  showed  that  the  mother  had  obtained 
some  medicine  from  a  chemist  before  calling  in  the  doctor. 
George  Barnes,  chemist,  deposed  that  he  gave  the  mother  a 
mixture  of  rhubarb  and  magnesia  for  the  child,  which  she 
told  him  was  sick  and  had  no  appetite.  The  Coroner  said 
the  jury  must  consider  whether  death  was  in  any  way  due  to 
the  mixture  supplied  by  Mr.  Barnes.  It  was  a  frightfully 
dangerous  practice  to  send  out  medicines  for  children  in  the 
way  that  had  been  done  in  that  case.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  death  from  natural  causes,  adding  a  rider  that 
chemists  should  not  supply  medicines  unless  they  had  either 
fuller  evidence  of  the  state  of  the  child,  or  had  a  prescription 
from  a  doctor. 

Poisonings  of  the  Week. 

Fifteen  poisonings  have  been  reported  during  the  week, 
nine  of  which  were  caused  by  scheduled  poisons.  In  only 
two  cases  was  carbolic  acid  responsible,  while  chloroform 
killed  three,  cyanide  of  potassium  and  oxalic  acid  one  each, 
and  laudanum  two.    The  unscheduled  poisons  used  were 
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ammonia  in  three  instances,  iodine,  spirit  of  salt,  and  phos- 
phorus (obtained  by  soaking  matches).  One  of  the  laudanum 
fatalities  occurred  at  Carlisle,  and  the  poison  was  supplied  by 
William  Ayers,  who  was  described  as  temporary  manager 
for  Mr.  John  Hunter,  chemist  and  druggist.  Bank  Street, 
Carlisle,  and  unqualified.  Ayers  deposed  to  selling  deceased 
about  2  dr.  of  laudanum,  which  he  labelled  "  Poison."  He 
did  not  enter  deceased's  name  in  the  poisons-book,  owing  to 
the  quantity  supplied  being  so  small,  but  asked  the  man  his 
name,  and  he  gave  the  correct  one.  The  Coroner  (Mr.  H.  B. 
Lonsdale)  read  the  law  on  the  subject,  showing  that  Ayers  as 
an  unqualified  chemist  was  liable  to  a  penalty  of  5/.  Mr. 
Hunter,  who  was  present,  said  his  assistant  had  done  all  that 
was  necessary,  and  although  he  had  not  passed  his  final 
examination  he  was  quite  as  competent  as  a  good  many  who 
had.  He  had  every  confidence  in  his  assistant,  who  had 
shown  his  competence  by  the  manner  in  which  he  had  given 
his  evidence. 

Bits  from  Birmingh.am. 

It  is  curious  how  influenza  in  horses  is  communicated  to 
others.  An  instance  has  occurred  where  it  was  the  cause  of 
quite  an  epidemic  in  a  small  area  in  a  suburban  district. 

A  terrible  accident  is  reported  in  our  city.  A  workman, 
whilst  drunk,  tumbled  into  a  vat  of  oil  of  vitriol  used  in 
pickling  iron  plates  before  tinning  them.  He  swallowed 
some  of  the  corrosive  fluid,  and  died  in  great  agony. 

Curiously  enough,  pharmacists  are  complaining  of  very 
poor  gas  and  very  high  voltage  of  the  electric  current.  The 
Board  of  Trade  regulations  allow  a  40-per-cent.  variation  of 
voltage  either  way,  and  enforce  it  by  a  penalty  of  51.  per 
day  for  infraction  of  this  rule. 

The  seal  of  the  University  is  a  little  botanical ;  it  has 
sprays  of  genista,  or  broom,  on  it,  and  it  has  been  suggested 
that  this  is  Brumagem.  It  has 
caused  much  adverse  corre- 
spondence and  criticism,  in 
which  Mr.  Salt  Brassington 
(son  of  the  late  Mr.  Brassing- 
ton, pharmacist,  Moseley) 
joins. 


"  A  Fellow  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  "  writes  to  the  Post 
a  sensible  letter  concerning 
arsenic  in  beer,  and  he,  like 
most  folk,  thinks  that  it  is  being 
done  to  death,  too  much 
emphasis  being  placed  upon  "  traces,"  which  in  some  cases 
amount  to  one  in  seven  millions. 

Sheffield.  Chemists'  Ball  Scandal. 

At  the  Leeds  Assizes  on  December  14,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Grantham,  Clarice  Battye,  a  nurse  at  Fer  Yale  Union 
Hospital,  Sheffield,  sought  to  recover  damages  from  Frank 
Shelton,  caretaker  of  the  Masonic  Hall,  Survey  Street, 
Sheffield,  for  alleged  slander.  According  to  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Q.C.,  who  appeared  for  the  plaintiff.  Miss  Battye  was  invited 
to  the  Sheffield  Chemists'  Ball,  held  at  the  Masonic  Hall  on 
February  14,  1900,  by  Mr.  Antcliffe,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  and  his 
wife.  At  the  ball  she  met  Dr.  Mathieson,  a  well-known 
Sheffield  medical  man.  and  danced  with  him  once  before 
and  once  after  supper.  After  one  of  the  dances  they  went 
to  the  lodge-room  on  the  first  floor.  Other  people  were  in 
the  room,  and  someone  for  a  joke  turned  off  the  electric 
light.  Upon  that  the  others  left  the  room,  leaving  'the 
plaintiff  and  the  doctor  alone.  The  plaintiff  had  just  risen 
to  her  feet  to  go  downstairs  again,  when  the  light  was 
switched  on  by  the  defendant's  wife.  The  defendant  went 
to  Mr.  Squire,  then  President  of  the  Society,  and  told  him 
that  his  wife  said  she  had  "just  caught  two  of  them."  The 
defendant  afterwards  pointed  out  the  plaintiff  and  Dr. 
Mathieson  to  Mr.  Squire,  and  also  said  that  a  doctor  and 
bis  wife  had  also  seen  what  his  wife  saw.  The  plaintiff  was 
staying  with  Mr.  Antcliffe,  and  next  morning  Mr.  Squire 
went  to  that  gentleman's,  and  suggested  that  he  should  see 
the  defendant.  The  defendant  repeated  the  slander  to  Mr. 
Antcliffe.  Evidence  was  then  given  by  Mr.  Squire,  Mr. 
Antcliffe,  and  the  plaintiff.  Miss  Battye,  in  the  course  of 
her  evidence,  stated  that  after  the  lights  were  turned  off 


the  room  was  still  fairly  light.  She  was  standing  up  ready 
to  go  downstairs  when  she  saw  a  woman  come  round  the 
corner  of  the  room  and  turn  up  the  electric  light.  She 
emphatically  denied  that  any  impropriety  took  place.  Dr. 
Mathieson  gave  an  equally  emphatic  denial.  Mr.  Scott-Fox, 
for  the  defence,  contended  that  the  two  occasions  when  the 
words  were  uttered  were  privileged.  His  Lordship,  however, 
ruled  that  the  first  occasion  only  was  privileged,  and  that 
there  was  sufficient  evidence  of  malice  to  go  before  the  jury. 
As  to  the  allegation,  he  thought  a  more  baseless  and  ground- 
less charge  was  never  made.  The  plaintiff  was  awarded  lOOZ. 
damages,  and  the  jury  expressed  the  opinion  that  she  left 
the  court  without  a  stain  on  her  character. 

Upon  the  termination  of  this  case  that  of  Mathieson  v. 
Shelton  was  mentioned.  This  was  a  precisely  similar 
action  brought  by  Dr.  Alex.  Lewis  Mathieson,  in  practice  at 
Owler  Lane,  Pitsmoor,  Sheffield,  against  Frank  Shelton,  the 
defendant  in  the  foregoing  action.  It  was  subsequently 
agreed  that  the  hearing  should  stand  over  until  the  next 
Assizes. 

Tasmania  for  Invalids. 

Sir  Philip  Oakley  Fysh,  Agent-General  for  Tasmania,  on 
Monday,  December  17,  read  a  paper  at  the  Imperial  Institute, 
entitled  "  Sunny  Tasmania  for  English  Invalids,"  by  Dr. 
Benjafield,  a  medical  man  who  has  resided  for  the  last 
twenty-seven  years  in  the  colony.  On  his  arrival  in  the 
colony.  Dr.  Benjafield  was  struck  with  the  almost  complete 
absence  of  consumption  and  bronchitis,  and  it  is  now  three 
years  since  he  had  signed  a  certificate  of  death  from  the 
former  disease.  Last  year  the  rural  mortality  of  Southern 
Tasmania  had  been  only  8'8  per  1,000.  The  climate  of  the 
colony  is  one  of  the  most  even  and  excellent  in  the  world, 
the  average  midwinter  temperature  being  45'35°,  and  that 
of  midsummer  63'22°.  Tne  atmosphere  is  pure,  clear,  and 
crisp,  and  the  general  prevalence  in  the  air,  as  indicated  by 
the  characteristic  odour,  of  the  essential  oil  of  the  eucalyptus- 
tree,  existing  in  abundance  in  the  colony,  especially  near 
Hobart,  exercises  a  direct  antiseptic  influence  against  germs 
of  all  sorts.  People  who  can  afford  to  journey  to  Davos,  or 
undergo  any  of  the  other  expensive  and  fashionable  treat- 
ments for  consumption,  have,  Dr.  Benjafield  contended,  a 
much  better  chance  of  recovery  at  a  cheaper  rate  by  going 
to  Tasmania,  and  he  instanced  several  remarkable  cases  of 
complete  cure  which  had  come  under  his  notice.  The 
Government  are  prepared  to  give  one  of  the  mountains 
within  ten  miles  of  Hobart  for  the  purposes  of  a  sanatorium, 
and  about  5,000/.  is  wanted  to  build  it. 

Disappearing  Overcoats. 

At  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  December  15,  John  William 
Shaw  (30),  described  as  a  chemist  (but  whose  name  does 
not  appear  on  the  Register  of  chemists  and  druggists),  of 
High  Street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  was  charged  with  being 
found  on  enclosed  premises  for  the  supposed  purpose  of 
committing  a  felony.  Mr.  E.  Burchett,  caretaker  at  the 
South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  Kennington  Road,  said 
the  prisoner  was  a  student  there  about  the  year  1894.  On 
December  10  prisoner  called  at  the  school,  and  about  two 
hours  afterwards  an  overcoat  was  missed  from  the  lobby  of 
the  premises.  Two  days  afterwards  a  second  overcoat  was 
missed,  and  on  December  14,  witness,  who  had  secreted 
himself  in  the  lobby,  heard  a  gentle  rattling  of  the  door- 
handle. He  peeped  round  and  saw  the  door  partially  open 
and  the  prisoner  peeping  in.  The  acoused  withdrew,  but 
witness  caught  him,  and  gave  him  in  charge.  Prisoner, 
who  said  he  had  called  to  see  Mr.  Moore,  one  of  the 
demonstrators  at  the  school,  was  remanded. 

Athletic  Cutters. 

The  sixth  annual  meeting  of  Boots'  Athletic  Club  was  held 
on  December  12  at  the  works,  Parkinson  Street,  Nottingham, 
Mr.  T.  H.  Mountford  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good 
attendance  of  members.  The  Secretary  said  the  club  was 
progressing  satisfactorily,  there  being  a  balance  of  111.  in 
hand,  and  the  club  was  free  from  debt  and  possessed  a  good 
stock  of  sporting  materials.  There  were  135  members  on 
the  roll.  The  football  section  finished  season  1899-1900  as 
ranners-up  in  the  Alliance  League,  and  this  year  had  played 
six  Alliance  matches,  winning  five  and  losing  one.  In  cricket, 
sixteen  matches  were  played  in  last  season,  7  won,  5  lost. 
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4  drawn  ;  1,166  runs  scored  for,  1,144  against.  Mr.  White 
won  the  first  batting  prize ;  Mr.  J.  Moran  won  the  first 
bowling  prize  with  38  wickets,  at  a  cost  of  5'76  runs  each. 
Other  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  Brown,  Herring,  and  Lead- 
beater.  Prizes  had  been  won  by  the  club  competing  in  open 
sports  amounting  in  value  to  nearly  100^.  Mr.  Fred  Rivers 
was  the  largest  contributor  to  this  roll  of  honour,  having 
eight  prizes  to  his  credit.  The  President  (Mr.  Jesse  Boot) 
and  the  Vice-Presidents  having  been  thanked  for  their  help, 
the  officers  and  committee  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 

A  Pharmaceutical  Parliamentary  Aspirant's  Expenses 
Some  interesting  disclosures  with  regard  to  a  candidate's 
expenses  at  a  parliamentary  election  were  made  at  S  waff  ham 
County  Court  last  week,  when  Mr.  R.  Winfrey,  who  contested 
South- West  Norfolk  as  a  Liberal,  applied  for  the  taxation 
of  the  returning  officer's  bill  of  costs.  The  bill  came  to 
510Z.  9s.  3d.,  and  Mr.  Winfrey  and  his  Conservative  opponent 
were  each  called  upon  to  pay  half  of  that  amount.  It 
appeared  that,  besides  one  sum  of  43Z.  for  his  professional 
services,  the  returning  officer  charged  2Z.  2s.  for  '-pre- 
paring "  the  notice  of  election,  the  notice  in  question  being 
a  form  which  can  be  purchased  from  a  law-stationer  at  6s.  a 
hundred,  while  further  charges  were  made  for  a  "  fair  copy 
of  the  same,"  "  for  correcting  proofs,"  and  so  forth.  Another 
item  was  15s.  for  thirty  "  Pentateuchs  "  for  swearing  Jews, 
though  there  are  no  Jews  in  the  constituency,  and  Mr. 
Winfrey  averred  that  he  paid  for  the  same  books  when  he 
contested  the  seat  in  1895.  The  charges  for  purchasing 
ballot-boxes,  for  fitting  up  polling-booths,  for  the  fees  and 
travelling- expenses  of  presiding  officers  and  clerks,  and  a 
number  of  other  items  were  also  discussed  ;  and  would  seem, 
from  Judge  Willis's  remarks,  that  the  taxation  will  result  in 
f n  appreciable  reduction  of  the  bill. —  Truth. 

Bristol  Business. 
A  meeting  of  the  Bristol  Scientific  Club  was  held  at  the 
Clifton  Down  Hotel  on  Saturday  evening  last,  After  a 
sumptuous  repast  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Francis  Francis, 
B.Sc,  Ph.D.,  of  the  University  College,  on  "Chemistry  of 
Three  Dimensions."  He  treated  the  subject  in  a  masterly 
manner,  and  was  heartily  applauded, 

A  question  which  is  agitating  the  minds  of  the  suburban 
chemists  here  is  that  of  prices  for  night  and  Sunday  duty. 
The  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  full  prices  should  be  charged 
for  patents  and  an  addition  of  25  per  cent,  over  day-prices 
for  prescriptions,  this  rule,  however,  not  to  take  effect  in 
the  case  of  medicines  for  the  personal  use  of  medical  men. 

The  daughter  of  Mr.  Keen,  the  well-known  Redland 
chemist,  possesses  a  unique  souvenir  of  the  South  African 
war.  Happening  to  be  staying  at  a  friend's  house  in  Scotland 
where  the  officers  of  the  Black  Watch — ordered  to  the  front — 
were  dining,  she  asked  them  to  write  their  names  in  her 
"autograph  book."  A  month  later  the  disaster  at  Magers- 
fontein  occurred,  in  which  one-half  of  the  officers  were  killed 
or  wounded.  Needless  to  say,  the  "autograph"  book  is 
highly  prized. 

Portsmouth  Drugs. 

The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Portsmouth  Town  Council, 
at  their  meeting  last  week,  had  under  consideration  the 
question  of  taking  samples  for  analysis  and  the  recent 
prosecution  of  tradesmen  for  alleged  adulteration  of 
magnesia.  As  the  result  of  a  lengthy  discussion,  which  was 
initiated  by  the  Chairman  (Alderman  T.  Scott-Foster,  J.P.), 
it  was  decided  that  in  future  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(Dr.  A.  M.  Fraser)  and  his  staff  should  be  directly  respon- 
sible for  the  samples  to  be  taken  and  the  prosecutions 
instituted.  It  was  also  understood  that  no  prosecutions  of  a 
vexatious  nature  should  be  undertaken. 

Barry  Progressing. 

A  representative  meeting  of  the  chemists  of  Barry,  Barry 
Dock,  and  Cadoxton  was  held  on  December  12,  to  discuss 
the  early-closing  question.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
close  all  day  on  Christmas  Day  and  Boxing  Day,  and  also 
that  on  and  after  January  2, 1901,  they  will  close  at  1  o'clock 
on  Wednesdays  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  and  not  re-open  at 
6  P.M.  as  hitherto.  They  also  resolved  to  form  at  an  early 
date  a  local  branch  of  the  Cardiff  and  District  Association, 
and  will  meet  at  intervals  for  social  and  business  discussions. 
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Examination  of  London  Water. 
At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on 
Tuesday,  the  Water  Committee  reported  that  the  chemist 
had  asked  for  further  instructions  as  to  the  continuance  of 
the  analyses  of  water  from  the  Thames  and  Lea  above  the 
water  companies'  intakes.  The  chemist  stated  that  the 
expenditure  could  be  reduced  by  limiting  the  complete 
chemical  examination  to  one  sample  per  week  for  each  of  the 
companies,  while  continuing  the  general  daily  chemical, 
microscopical,  and  bacteriological  examination.  They 
recommended  that  the  chemist  be  authorised  to  continue  the 
analyses  of  water  for  a  further  period  of  four  months  at  a 
cost  of  211  a  week.    This  was  agreed  to. 

Increased  Salaries. 

The  medical  officership  of  St.  Anne's  is  advertised  by  the 
Fylde  Board  of  Guardians  at  a  salary  of  lOZ.  per  annum, 
subject  to  deductions  under  the  Superannuation  Act.  For 
this  sum  all  medicines,  except  quinine  and  cod-liver  oil,  are 
to  be  supplied.  The  long-suffering  local  doctors  have  struck, 
refusing  to  apply  for  the  post  at  the  present  salary,  and  the 
Board  have  magnanimously  decided  to  increase  the  remunera- 
tion to  15^.  a  year. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Strand  Union  on 
December  18,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  R.  Dodson)  proposed  that 
the  salary  of  Mr.  J.  Hickman,  dispenser  at  the  Administrative 
offices  and  the  Bear  Yard  Workhouse,  be  increased  by  25/?. 
per  annum.  His  present  salary  was  Ibl.,  which  he  thought 
was  far  too  low  for  the  position.  The  medical  officers  were 
highly  pleased  with  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Hickman  dis- 
charged his  duties,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  visit  his 
dispensary,  it  was  kept  in  such  good  order.  Mr.  H.  W. 
Bridgman  seconded  the  proposition,  but  Mr.  J.  U.  Turner 
thought  it  would  be  a  dangerous  precedent  to  increase  the 
salary  by  33 1^  per  cent.  The  Chairman  explained  that 
owing  to  the  excessive  rents  charged  in  the  Strand  district 
Mr.  Hickman  had  to  live  out  of  town,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Harris 
thought  if  28s.  per  week  was  paid  by  Municipal  authorities 
to  their  road- workers,  they  should  not  hesitate  to  give  a 
professional  man  2Z.  per  week.  Mr.  Turner  was  not  satisfied, 
however,  and  moved  that  the  dispenser's  salary  be  increased 
to  90/.  per  annum.  Only  three  voted  in  favour  of  the 
amendment,  and  the  proposition  was  carried. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  intereting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Kinging  the  Changes. 

John  Keeley  was  at  Kells  last  week  sentenced  to  two 
months,  with  hard  labour,  for  obtaining  money  by  fraud  at 
Mr.  E.  P.  Magee's  Medical  Hall,  Kells.  The  prisoner  is  a 
gentlemanly-looking  man,  and  had  tried  the  trick  at  several 
establishments  in  the  town.  At  Mr.  Magee's,  however,  an 
assistant,  named  Ringland,  landed  the  prisoner  in  the  act  of 
"  ringing  the  changes," 

Business  Change. 

Messrs.  Parke  &  Beatty,  chemists,  Belturbet,  have  disposed 
of  their  business  there  to  Mr.  J.  J.  Cole,  L.P.S  I,  late  of 
Messrs.  Hamilton,  Long  &  Co.,  3  Lower  Sackville  Street, 
Dublin. 

The  Blood-poisoning  Case. 

Rc  the  remarks  of  the  Belfast  City  Coroner,  as  reported  in 
last  week's  C.  ^-  B.,  Mr.  Shaw  writes  to  the  daily  press 
repudiating  the  remarks  and  pointing  out  that  nothing  was 
done  by  him  but  what  was  justifiable.  In  the  course  of  his 
letter  Mr.  Shaw  says  "  because  one  happens  to  be  a  vendor  of 
pills  or  medical  potions,  is  he  to  be  deprived  of  exercising 
human  sympathy  in  looking  casually  at  a  customer's  simple 
wound,  and  humanely  endeavouring  to  console  them  in  their 
sufiferings?  Yet  this  is  in  toto  what  our  Coroner  desires  to 
inculcate."  The  matter  will  probably  be  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  with  a  view 
to  action. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Medicine  Mistake. 

On  December  14  a  man  named  Milne,  residing  in 
Aberdeen,  drank  a  large  quantity  of  belladonna  liniment  in 
mistake  for  medicine.  The  stomach-pump  was  used  at  the 
infirmary  and  hopes  are  entertained  of  his  recovery. 

Strange  Fatality. 

A  boy  died  at  the  Montrose  lafirmary  on  Monday  under 
mysterious  circumstances.  At  the  post-mortem  examination 
it  transpired  that  he  had  been  eating  oranges,  and  one  of 
the  seeds  had  penetrated  the  intestine  and  set  up  the  illness 
from  which  he  died. 

The  Alloa  Mystery. 
The  mystery  surrounding  the  deaths  of  Mr.  James  A. 
Kobertson,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  his  aunt.  Miss  E. 
Ambrose,  at  Alloa,  continues  unexplained.  The  dead  bodies 
were  found  together  on  a  bed  by  another  nephew  of  the 
lady's,  Mr.  C.  Gray,  who  at  once  brought  in  the  police  and  a 
medical  man.  The  remains  of  a  piece  of  burnt  paper  lay 
in  the  fireplace  and  two  tumblers  stood  at  hand,  one  of  tliern 
containing  the  dregs  of  a  whitish  powder  dissolved  in  water. 
On  a  table  was  a  newly  written  holograph  will  executed  by 
Robertson  bequeathing  to  Mr.  Gray  all  his  eflfects. 

From  Druggist  to  Journalist. 

On  January  16,  1901,  the  Bundec  Adccrtiiscr  will  celebrate 
its  centenary.  That  successful  newspaper  is  owned  by  Sir 
John  Leng,  M.P.,  whose  brother,  Sir  William  C.  Leng, 
proprietor  of  the  Sheffield  Dailij  Tclec/raph,  was  a  frequent 
contributor  to  its  columns  in  the  early  days  of  its  existence. 
In  a  centenary  number  published  by  the  Adverihcr,  it  is 
stated  that  Sir  W.  C.  Leng  in  his  youth  was  apprenticed  to  a 
wholesale  chemist  in  Hull.  He  was  afterwards  promoted  to 
the  position  of  town  traveller  for  the  same  firm,  and  subse- 
quently (in  1847)  began  business  for  himself  as  a  wholesale 
chemist.  Although  very  successful,  his  literary  ambitions 
led  him  to  forsake  the  drug-trade,  and  he  joined  his  brother 
on  the  staff  of  the  Adcertiwr,  where  he  remained  from  1859 
till  1864,  when  he  acquired  his  present  property. 

Doctors'  Shops. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Southern  Medical  Society  a 
largely  attended  meeting  of  medical  men  was  held  in 
Glasgow  on  Friday  evening,  December  14,  to  consider  the 
recent  action  of  the  General  Medical  Council  in  regard  to 
doctors  keeping  open  shops.  The  meeting  was  said  to  be 
one  of  the  largest  of  medical  men  ever  held  in  the  city. 
Dr.  Thomas  Watson  presided,  and  explained  the  objects  of 
the  meeting,  referring  to  the  Council's  charges  of  alleged 
breaches  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  preferred  against  an  Airdrie 
doctor.  [This,  we  may  remark,  was  not  the  charge  at  all,  but 
that  he  permitted  his  employes  to  infringe  the  Act.]  A 
number  of  doctors  spoke,  taking  the  opportunity  of  ventila- 
ting grievances  that  they  have  against  the  General  Medical 
Council,  which,  they  said,  does  not  represent  and  never  has 
represented  the  medical  profession,  as  "only  four  of  the 
members  out  of  the  twenty-nine  are  elected  directly  by  the 
profession."  They  maintained  that  the  Council's  arbitrary 
power  of  erasing  a  man's  name  from  the  register  without 
appeal  should  b3  removed  and  a  radical  reform  of  its  con- 
stitution be  obtained.  They  also  called  attention  to  the 
common  and  growing  practice  of  counter-prescribing  by 
druggists,  which  they  consider  illegal,  and  they  thought  it 
could  be  put  down  by  a  proper  enforcement  of  the  Apothe- 
caries Act.  [Again  we  may  remark  that  the  speakers  were 
not  well  informed  in  regard  to  what  they  were  speaking 
about,  for  the  Apothecaries  Act  applies  to  England  and 
Wales  and  not  to  Scotland.]  The  discussion  closed  with  a 
resolution  protesting  against  the  decision  of  the  General 
Medical  Council,  which  was  carried  unanimously.  The 
meeting  then  discussed  the  advisability  of  the  formation  of 
a  Union  whose  object  should  be  protection  of  the  rights 


and  privileges  of  the  medical  profession.  Reference  was 
made  to  the  alleged  inroads  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
on  the  privileges  of  the  profession,  and  it  was  claimed  that 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act  doctors  are  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  druggists  in  regard  to  tho  =ale  of  medicine. 
Some  speakers  thought  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had 
attached  an  absurd  importance  to  the  employment  of  un- 
qualified assistants  by  doctors,  while  they  winited  at  the 
same  practice  in  the  case  of  wholesale  druggists  and 
photographic  chemists  from  whom  poisons  could  be  had  by 
the  hundredweight. 

The  excitement  in  Glasgow  in  regard  to  this  matter  has 
so  far  found  vent  through  the  columns  of  the  local  daily 
papers.  On  the  medical  side  it  is  held  that  the  Medical 
Council  is  being  made  a  catspaw  of  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  it  is  said  that  the  Society  attacks  doctors  and 
leaves  druggists  alone.  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  President  of  the 
Glasgow  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Association, 
in  a  letter  denies  these  statements  and  gives  some  particular.s 
in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Society  in  raising  the 
qualifications  of  chemists  and  druggists.  He  stated  that 
the  custom  of  doctors  keeping  open  shops  in  Scotland  has 
extended  enormously  during  recent  years,  and  out  of  a  total 
of  215  shops  in  Glasgow  and  its  suburbs  89  are  owned  openly 
by  medical  men.  Some  of  these  are  surgeries  for  consultations 
and  dispensing  of  the  doctors'  own  prescriptions,  bat  many 
are  practically  druggists'  shops. 


fiench  1Flew0» 

^From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


At  the  Paris  Natural  History  Museum  a  laboratory 
has  recently  been  opened  for  biological  studies  applied  to 
the  French  colonies.  The  work  of  the  new  laboratory  will 
be  to  reply  to  inquiries  relating  to  biology,  geology,  and 
mineralogy,  and  to  prepare  precise  instructions  for  foreign 
correspondents  regarding  the  rearing  of  animals  and  culti- 
vation of  plants  in  the  respective  countries. 

Exhibition  Fixance. — .According  to  the  balance-sheet 
recently  issued  by  the  Exhibition  authorities,  it  transpires 
that  the  total  outlays  incurred  by  the  French  Government 
amount  to  a  sum  of  4,660,OOOZ. ;  the  receipts  are  expected  to 
amount  to  4,578,248?.,  leaving  a  deficit  of  8l,7b2l.  The 
original  estimates  were  that  the  expenses  and  receipts  would 
balance  at  4,003,000^  each.  Nearly  eighteen  millions  of 
the  Exhibition  tickets  remained  unused,  but  as  these  had 
been  bought  and  paid  for  by  the  public  before  the  opening 
of  the  Exhibition  they  were  at  no  time  a  source  of  worry  to 
the  Exhibition  authorities. 

Pharmacy  and  Parliament. — There  was  an  election 
recently  at  Toulon  for  a  member  of  the  French  Parliament. 
Amongst  the  candidates  was  a  prominent  local  pharmacist, 
M.  Coreil,  who  received  the  support  of  his  colleagues  in  the 
southern  naval  port,  as  well  as  of  the  federation  of  societies 
of  pharmacy  of  the  south-east  of  France.  There  is  a  feelicg 
that  it  is  to  the  general  interest  of  pharmacy  that  some  of 
its  members  should  devote  themselves  to  public  affairs— a 
point,  by  the  way,  that  "  Xrayser "  raised  in  the  C.  B. 
recently.    M.  Coreil  was  not,  however,  elected. 

The  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences.— The  annual  public 
meeting  of  the  Academy  was  held  on  December  17,  M. 
Maurice  Levy,  the  well-known  engineer,  presiding.  He  took 
as  the  text  of  his  address  "  The  End  of  the  Closing  Century," 
and  spoke  of  the  renaissance  of  intellectual  life  which  is  at 
present  taking  place.  Is  it  merely  temporary,  he  asked,  or 
are  we  on  the  threshold  of  a  new  era  that  will  be  the 
Millennium  of  Science  on  the  earth  ?  In  discussing  this 
question  M.  Levy  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  nineteenth 
century  is  made  up  of  the  dust  of  scientific  thought  of  past 
generations.  He  gave  the  history  of  the  various  stages  of 
the  different  sciences  through  the  ages,  and  showed  that  it  is 
only  during  the  present  century  that  science  has  seriously 
come  to  the  aid  of  the  inventions  of  the  past.  M.  Berthelot,  as 
one  of  the  permanent  Secretaries  of  the  Academy,  followed. 
He  said  it  was  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Secretaries  to  honour 
the  memory  of  deceased  members  of  the  Academy.  This  task 
he  set  himself  to  do  in  memory  of  the  botanist  Naudin,  who 
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devoted  sixty  years  to  the  study  of  the  higher  problems  as 
to  the  origia  of  life.  His  father  was  a  schoolmaster,  and 
Naudin  started  life  as  a  school-teacher,  becoming  later  a 
gardener,  and  then  assistant  naturalist  at  the  Paris  Museum 
of  Natural  History.  Unfortunately  some  years  ago  his 
career  was  stopped  by  a  nervous  disorder,  which  made  the 
rest  of  his  life  miserable.  Naudin  rendered  great  service  to 
the  vineyard-owners  in  France  by  assisting  the  importation 
of  American  vines  at  the  time  of  the  phylloxera-scare  some 
fifteen  years  ago,  and  he  developed  the  cultivation  of 
eucalyptus  in  the  South  of  France. 

Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy. — At  the  December  meeting 
M.  Petit,  as  the  oldest  honorary  Vice-President,  announced 
that  M.  Yvon  had  been  nominated  a  member  of  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Medicine  (Pharmacy  Section),  and  offered  him 
the  heartiest  congratulations  of  the  members.  In  replying, 
M.  Yvon  thanked  the  Society  for  this  mark  of  sympathy. 
He  considered  that  the  honour  done  him  by  the  Academy 
reflected  entirely  on  the  Society  of  Pharmacy  and  practical 
pharmacy.  M.  Yvon  was  elected  a  year  ago  as  Vice- 
President  of  the  Society  of  Pharmacy,  but  since  the  death 
of  M.  Planchon  he  has  acted  as  President.  It  is  the  custom 
of  the  Society  that  the  Vice-President  of  one  year  is  the 
President  in  the  next ;  consequently,  M.  Yvon  will  occupy 
the  presidential  chair  again  next  year.  M.  Guichard  has 
been  elected  Vice-President,  M.  Moureu  Secretary,  for  the 
year.  M.  Bourquelot  retains  his  post  of  General  Secretary, 
and,  in  consequence  of  a  recent  decree  which  will  enable 
the  membership  to  be  increased  under  certain  conditions,  he 
announced  that  there  are  ten  seats  vacant  for  foreign  cor- 
responding members  and  thirty-one  vacant  for  French 
corresponding  members.  A  committee  was  formed,  com- 
posed of  MM.  Boymond,  Crinon,  and  other  gentlemen,  to 
draw  up  a  list  of  likely  candidates.  Amongst  the  scientific 
papers  read  was  one  by  M.  Cousin  on  "  The  Action  of  Nitric 
Acid  on  Tribromo  Guaiacol,  C-H^BrjO,,"  and  he  showed 
specimens  of  the  results  obtained  by  him.  M.  Ledie  ex- 
plained a  new  analytical  method  which  has  enabled  him 
to  isolate  rare  metals  from  platinum  ;  while  M.  Marty  read 
a  short  paper  by  M.  Paul  Thibault  on  "  Hydrated  Oxide  of 
Bismuth." 


Soutb  Hfrican  Mem, 

(From  our  Cape  Town  Correspondent.) 


Medical  Licences  Granted. — A  licence  has  been  issued 
authorising  John  Francis  Vincent,  M.K.O.S.E.,  LK.C.P., 
Lond.,  1886,  to  practise  as  a  medical  practitioner  in  Cape 
Colony. 

Lennon  (Limited). — The  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
shareholders  was  held  on  November  23,  at  the  office  of  the 
company.  Cape  Town,  Mr.  A.  Walsh  presiding.  The 
directors'  report  and  balance-sheet  were  submitted  and 
adopted.  A  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares, 
payable  on  December  1,  was  declared,  a  balance  of. 
9,215Z.  15s.  lOd  being  carried  forward  to  next  year's  account 
Messrs.  A.  J.  Rivett  and  J.  H.  Bell  were  elected  directors. 

Pharmacy  in  Johannesburg. — The  last  Cape  mail 
(delivered  here  on  December  14)  brought  us  letters  from 
Johannesburg  and  Pretoria — the  first  for  many  months. 
From  one  of  the  letters  from  Johannesburg  (written  on 
November  14)  we  quote  the  following  interesting  pas- 
sages : — 

The  last  copy  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  which  I  received 
was  dated  August  15,  1899,  which  got  here  during  September  a 
few  days  before  the  war,  and  since  that  time  until  June  last  we 
Britishers  who  remained  in  Johannesburg  have  been,  as  it  were, 
dead,  knew  nothing,  heard  nothing  barring  Boer  lies,  until  June  1, 
when  Lord  Roberts  entered  here.  I  have  seen  one  or  two  reviews 
of  troops  at  home  in  my  time,  all  the  soldiers  looking  new,  neat, 
and  clean  in  their  swell  uniforms  and  with  eyeglassed  officers,  but 
to  see  these  two  divisions— about  24,000 — march  through  the 
town,  hungry,  dirty,  unshaven,  unwashed,  each  soldier  carrying 
blanket,  little  bundle  of  firewood,  tin  pannikin  for  boiling  his 
food,  &c.,  but  bright-eyed  and  alert,  was  a  sight  that  I  shall 
never  forget.  After  the  hoisting  of  the  flag  about  2  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  it  took  from  that  time  to  next  morning  for  the  troops 
to  get  through  the  town,  marching  north  towards  Pretoria.  The 
amall  guns  were  drawn  by  horses  and  mules,  most  of  the  waggons, 
ammunition,  ambulance,  food,  water,  &c.,  by  mules,  but  the  large 


guns,  including  the  naval,  by  teams  of  thirty-two  oxen — all  thin, 
hungry,  and  footsore  after  their  forced  marches  from  Kroonstad, 
some  140  miles  south  of  this  place. 

The  few  British  chemists  who  remained  here  during  these 
weary  months  were  Lennon's  folks.  Butters,  Dukes,  Taylor,  Folly, 
Lay's  assistant,  Scruby,  and  Ingram  ;  F.  Lorenstein  &  Co.  and 
Brandon  &  Rohrssen,  Germans  ;  Heyman  Gershuny  and  Miller, 
Russians  ;  also  about  two  or  three  Peruvians.  Of  course  everyone 
who  cleared  out  barricaded  his  premises  to  the  best  of  his  ability, 
but  as  soon  as  the  commandeering  commenced  tlie  back  doors 
(not  the  front)  were  easily  forced  open  with  a  crowbar,  and  any- 
thing taken  that  was  wanted  either  for  the  Government  or  for  the 
commandeering  officer  himself.  All  the  shut-up  chemist?'  shops 
were  opened  and  gone  through  for  lint,  cotton-wool,  chloroform, 
iodoform,  ifec,  and  anything  that  came  handy  in  the  way  of 
perfumes,  sweets,  and  so  on  was  promptly  stolen.  Afterwards 
came  the  special  police  for  their  share,  and  some  of  the  chemists 
will  be  great  losers.  A.  S.  Smith's  place  was  broken  into  three 
times.  Koller,  Alderton,  and  many  others  will  find  their  places 
in  an  awful  mess,  both  with  thieves  and  rats,  the  latter  doing  no 
end  of  damage.  One  shop  I  saw  had  nearly  all  the  shop-bottles 
knocked  off  the  shelves,  and  behind  the  counter  was  thick  with 
broken  glass,  powders,  and  tinctures.  Perhaps  Messrs.  Jolly  & 
Adcock  will  be  the  greatest  losers  in  our  trade,  as  their  three 
shoi^s  along  the  mines  at  Roodepoort,  Krugersdorp,  and  Rand- 
fontein  have  been  almost  emptied — in  the  last  even  the  counter- 
cases,  desk,  shop,  and  show  bottles  have  been  stolen,  leaving  only 
the  bare  counter  and  the  side  shelves.  The  floor-cloth  was  also 
taken. 

At  present,  owing  to  the  military,  there  is  a  little  life  here,  but 
for  months  this  was  really  a  city  of  silence,  solitude  and  shutters, 
fearfully  depressing,  and  Boer  reports  coming  in  daily  of  how 
they  were  manuring  the  ground  with  our  soldiers'  bodies.  .  .  . 

As  we  have  not  received  any  goods  during  these  last  twelve  or 
thirteen  months,  you  can  imagine  our  stocks  are  very  low  ;  in  fact, 
that  is  putting  it  mildly,  as  we  are  out  of  dozens  of  lines.  All  the 
everyday  patents  were  finished  months  ago  (not  a  Beecham's  pill  in 
the  Transvaal),  and  many  of  the  common  drugs  (salts,  sodiE  salicyl., 
bism.  subnit.,  pot  brom.,  pot.  iod.,  &c.),  if  not  sold  out,  are  very 
nearly  so.  There  are  lots  of  stock  at  the  coast  towns  ready  to 
come  up,  and  I,  with  others,  have  got  permission  from  the 
military  authorities  to  import  them  ;  but  although  we  have  got 
the  iiermission,  that  is  all  we  are  likely  to  get  at  present,  as  no 
goods  are  allowed  to  come  to  Johannesburg. 

The  letter  and  book  posts  are  now  open  to  Johannesburg  (not 
the  parcels- post),  so  you  can  send  my  C.  ri-  D.  on  again  anyhow, 
and  you  might  send  me,  at  any  rate,  your  Summer  and  Winter 
numbers,  also  the  Diaey. 

Since  the  British  occupation  of  Johannesburg,  I  have  had  eigh- 
teen letters  from  different  chemists  asking  if  their  shops  were 
where  they  ought  to  be  or  had  been  stolen ;  some  of  them  would 
give  anything  to  get  back  here. 

The  interest  of  these  extracts  is  that  they  confirm  the 
cabled  news  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  pharmacy  in 
Johannesburg  which  we  printed  six  weeks  ago.  Our  Cape 
correspondent  did  not,  as  then  stated,  go  to  the  Transvaal,  but 
has  postponed  his  visit  for  the  present. 


leaet  3nb(an  Mem. 


Bombay,  December  1. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Saunders,  who  has  been  four  years  with  Messrs. 
Treacher  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bombay,  left  India  to-day  on 
completion  of  his  agreement  with  the  firm. 

Tenders  are  invited  locally  for  the  following  in  1-cwt. 
lots  : — Hydrochloric  acid,  corrosive  sublimate,  and  ammonium 
chloride.  In  another  direction  200  gals,  phenol  and  1  ton 
soda-ash  are  required. 

Dr.  Stuhlmann,  Director  of  Agriculture  and  Surveying 
in  German  East  Africa,  is  about  to  visit  India  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  the  arrangements  of  the  botanical 
gardens.  His  tour  in  the  Punjab  will  embrace  visits  to 
Delhi,  Simla,  and  Lahore. 

Further  Thefts  by  Compounders. — At  the  Mazagon 
Police  Court,  Bombay,  on  November  30,  Gerrome  Francis 
Mendonca,  cashier,  Anthony  Misquita  and  Manuel  Velho, 
compounders,  all  of  Messrs.  Treacher  &  Co.,  were  charged 
with  the  theft  of  drugs  valued  at  22r.  8a.  Dr.  Norba  A.  De 
Sylva  (proprietor  of  Bradley  &  Co.,  chemists)  was  also 
charged  with  receiving  stolen  property.  After  hearing  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  H.  R.  Hoyles,  acting-manager  of  Messrs. 
Treacher  &  Co.,  who  explained  the  modus  o2)erandi  of  the 
thefts,  the  case  was  adjourned  until  December  5. 
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A  CU3T01I3  Decisiox  of  New  Zealand  gazetted  on 
October  11  imposts  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  on  seltzogenes  as 
druggists"  sundrie.=. 

A  Copy  of  the  Herkomer  portrait  of  Dr.  Attlield  has  been 
presented  by  Mr.  Hustwick  to  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  New 
Zealand.    It  is  to  be  placed  in  the  Board-room. 

The  Buyixg  Association  established  in  connection  with 
the  Central  Pharmaceutical  Association  of  New  Zealand  has 
resulted  in  a  slight  loss.  Another  association  on  a  different 
basis  is  now  recommended,  the  goods  to  be  distributed  as 
soon  as  bought,  thus  saving  banking  charges,  insurance,  and 
storage. 

Lady  Pharmacists. — For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
Queensland  pharmacy  two  ladies,  Miss  FitzGibbon  and  Miss 
Noble,  have  passed  the  Qualifying  examination  of  the  Board. 
The  presence  of  the  ladies  in  the  college  laboratory  is  said 
to  have  influenced  the  young  men  students  to  be  more 
earnest  in  thtir  work. 

'•  Patent  Medicines.'' — Solicitoro'  opinion  has  been  taken 
by  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  New  South  Wales  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  expression  "patent  medicines"  in  the 
N.S.W.  Poisons  Act.  The  solicitors  are  of  opinion  that  only 
medicines  sold  under  letters-patent  of  the  colony  are 
meant.  Proprietary  medicines  of  the  ordinary  class  cannot 
be  brought  under  the  protection  of  the  Act. 

B.P.  AS  A  Standard. — In  a  Bill  to  consolidate  and  amend 
the  laws  relating  to  public  health  in  Qaeensland,  which  has 
recently  been  introduced,  a  clause  making  the  B.P.  a  standard 
for  drugs  has  been  introduced.  Attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  clause  by  Mr.  T.  Maughan,  a  Brisbane  pharmacist,  in 
the  Brisbane  Courier,  and  the  clause  has  since  been  amended 
so  as  to  make  the  B.P.  the  standard  when  no  other  standard 
is  provided  by  regulation. 

•■  Ne  Crachez  Pas  "  is  familiar  to  travellers  in  France,  but 
is  only  put  up  with  the  idea  of  inducing  people  not  to  ex- 
pectorate in  the  streets  ;  there  is  no  legal  power  to  enforce 
the  warning.  It  is  different,  however,  in  Launceston,  Tas- 
mania, where  a  few  months  ago  several  people  were  fined 
2.s\  6^^.  and  2-.'.  Qd.  costs  for  spitting  in  the  streets.  This  is 
the  beginning  in  Australia  of  a  process  of  public  education 
which  should  have  healthful  consequences. 

Queensland  Ginger. — Mr.  F.  Manson  Bailey,  F.L.S., 
colonial  botanist,  has  issued  a  pamphlet  describing  the 
Queensland  variety  of  the  true  officinal  ginger.  There  are 
three  plates,  giving  an  excellent  idea  of  the  plant  itself,  of 
the  flower,  and  of  the  various  parts  of  the  latter.  The  plant 
from  which  the  description  and  illustrations  were  taken  was 
grown  at  the  Botanic  Gardens  from  a  rhizome  brought  from 
Somerset,  at  the  extreme  north  of  Queensland,  in  1897. 
Besides  being  a  good  commercial  ginger,  it  is  of  interest 
from  being  the  first  of  the  genus  met  with  in  Australia.  It  is 
very  free  from  fibre,  which  should  recommend  it  as  par- 
ticularly suitable  for  preserving. 

The  Registered  Pharmacists'  Society  of  N.S.W.  has 
issued  a  circular  implying  that  the  N.S.W.  Pharmaceutical 
Society  is  attempting  to  bring  about  reciprocity  in  such  a 
way  as  to  debar  all  who  do  not  belong  to  the  ranks  of  the 
N.S.W.  Society  from  participating  in  the  arrangement.  What 
the  N.S.W.  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  really  done  is  to 
object  to  give  the  advantage  of  reciprocity  to  men  who 
have  passed  no  examination,  in  which  the  Society  is  sup- 
ported by  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria,  the  Queensland 
Pharmacy  Board,  and  the  New  Zealand  Pharmacy  Board. 
Those  conversant  with  reciprocity  proposals  will  recognise 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  N.S.W.  is  not  so  hope- 
lessly bad  as  the  Registered  Pharmacists'  Sooiety  implies; 

Mr.  Parker  Reports. — This  is  how  Mr.  A.  A.  Parker,  of 
the  South  Australian  Pharmacy  Board,  reported  on 
his  return  from  Europe.  Mr.  Parker  said  that  he  had  been 
cordially  received  by  Mr.  Bremridge  and  his  Council,  to 
whom  he  was  introduced  by  credentials  from  the  South 


Australian  Society.  The  examinations  were  in  full  swing  at 
Bloomsbury  Square,  and  he  was  made  familiar  with  the 
conduct  of  oral  examinations.  There  was  a  large  entry  of 
candidates,  chiefly  in  anticipation  of  a  new  regulation,  and, 
as  was  explained  to  Mr.  Parker,  many  of  them  had  not  a 
shadow  of  a  chance  of  passing,  and  he  felt  sorry  for  the 
number  which  he  feared  would  fail.  He  was  .shown  through 
the  class-rooms  and  the  museum,  and  was  invited  to  lunch, 
at  which  he  no  doubt  presented  South  Australia  in  a  very 
favourable  light.  On  the  subject  of  reciprocity,  he  was  told 
there  was  no  hope  of  an  interchange  as  things  were  at 
present.  There  were  too  many  parts,  and  if  the  Australian 
colonies  were  to  group  themselves  together  and  make  one, 
something  might  be  done. 

Opium  Phoiiibition.— An  Act  to  prohibit  the  importation 
and  smoking  of  opium  in  New  Zealand  has  been  introduced 
by  the  Premier.  The  Bill  consists  of  ten  short  sections, 
which  are  very  drastic  and  complete.  It  is  made  unlawful 
to  import  into  New  Zealand  opium  suital)le  for  smoking 
under  a  penalty  not  exceeding  lOOZ.  for  each  offence.  Opium 
which  can  be  made  suitable  for  smoking  muist  not  be  im- 
ported without  a  permit  from  the  Commissioner  of  Trade 
and  Customs  under  a  penalty  not  exceeding  50Z.  for  each 
offence.  No  permit  is  to  be  issued  to  any  person  of  the 
Chinese  race.  The  importer  who  has  a  permit  must  keep  an 
accurate  account  of  the  quantity  and  description  of  opium 
imported  by  him,  and  particulars  as  to  how  it  has  been 
disposed  of.  If  by  manufacture,  the  amount  and  description 
must  be  recorded,  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  to  be  used,  and 
the  date.  If  by  sale,  the  entry  must  state  the  amount  of 
opium  sold,  together  with  the  date  of  the  sale,  the  name  and 
address  of  the  purchaser,  and  every  such  entry  mu.st  be 
verified  by  the  signature  of  the  purchaser.  Penalties  for 
breaches  of  this  section  not  to  exceed  IQl.  It  is  made  un- 
lawful to  manufacture  opium  for  smoking-purposes  under  a 
penalty  of  100/.  ;  also  to  smoke  opium,  or  permit  the  smoking 
of  it,  under  a  penalty  not  exceedicg  lOZ. 

Reciprocity. — Mr.  Sidney  Plowman,  F.R.C.S.,  who  was 
appointed  by  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria  to  report  on 
the  comparative  value  of  the  pharmacy  examinations  of 
Great  Britain  and  Victoria,  ends  his  report  as  follows  : — 

After  much  consideration  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Qualifying  examination  in  Victoria  and  the  Minor  in  Great 
Britain  are  singularly  alike  in  value,  but  I  consider  that  of 
Victoria,  on  the  whole,  somewhat  superior.  As  in  Great  Britain, 
tlie  Victorian  Government  appoints  an  inspector  to  see  that  the 
examinations  are  carried  out  according  to  the  published  require- 
ments, and  he  sends  in  an  annual  report  (wliicli  is  duly  irablished) 
to  the  Government.  In  my  opinion,  if  reciprocity,  as  regards 
pharmaceutical  examinations,  could  be  brought  about  between 
Great  Britain  and  any  or  all  of  her  colonies,  those  persons  who 
have  passed  the  Qualifying  examination  of  the  Victorian  Phar- 
macy Board  would  have  every  right  and  title  to  be  registered  as 
chemists  and  druggists  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  privilege  of 
becoming  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  if  they  thought  fit. 

The  progress  of  reciprocity  in  Australasia  is  thus  summed 
up  by  the  C  D.A.  :— 

The  Western  Australian  Council  has  been  informed  by  the 
Cape  Board  that  it  will  accept  examination  certificates  by  any 
legally  constituted  society  or  board  provided  that  tlie  examina- 
tions are  of  a  sufficiently  high  standard,  and  that  the  certificates 
of  the  Cape  Board  are  accepted. 

The  Tasmanian  Council  is  unanimous  that  reciprocity  should 
only  be  granted  to  those  registered  by  examination. 

.4l  special  meeting  of  the  New  South  Wales  Board  decided  to 
take  a  plebiscite  of  the  registered  phaiinacists  on  two  points,  with 
results  highly  favourable  to  reciprocity. 

The  Victorian  Board  received  replies  to  its  proposal.  Western, 
Australia  entirely  favourable  ;  South  Australia  would  prefer  to  do 
without  the  common  examination ;  Tasmania  and  New  Zealand 
object  to  recognising  vested  interests.  New  South  Wales  and 
Queensland  have  still  to  speak. 

The  South  Australian  Board  hopes  Victoria  will  continue  the 
correspondence.  Will  not  itself  stand  out  of  any  general  anunge- 
ment. 

The  Queensland  Board  might  give  way  on  recognising  whole 
register,  but  not  on  joint  exarain.rtion. 


The  manufacture  of  calcium  carbide  is  becoming  an 
important  feature  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Skiensfjord, 
Norway,  and  some  very  extensive  operations  are  now  being 
carriecl  on. 
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Colonial  ant)  jforeign  IRewa. 

Swedish  Phaemacopojia. — The  report  that  a  new  edition 
of  the  Swedish  Pharnaacopoiia  is  shortly  to  be  published  is 
contradicted.  Preliminary  instructions  to  the  members  of 
the  committee  who  are  to  undertake  the  compilation  of  the 
new  Pharmacopoeia  have,  nevertheless,  already  been  printed. 

No  More  Homceopathy  in  Budapest  ? — The  director  of 
the  Rochus  Hospital  in  Budapest  (Professor  Miiller)  has 
advised  the  Town  Council  to  close  the  homoeopathic  depart- 
ment in  the  hospital,  as  the  head  of  the  department,  Pro- 
fessor Theodor  Bakody  (who  is  said  to  be  the  only  professor 
of  homoeopathy  at  a  European  university), lis  retiring  on  a 
p&nsion,  and  no  one  at  the  University  possesses  the  neces- 
.sary  qualiflcations  for  succeeding  him.  The  department  has 
been  in  existence  thirty  years,  but  attracted  little  attention. 

Trinidad  and  Tobago  Trade.  —  The  exports  from 
Tduidad  at.d  Tobago  during  1899  included  4,202  gals,  of 
lime-juice  and  10  gals,  of  essential  oil  of  limes.  The 
imports  iooladed  "medicines"  valued  at  13,716/ ,  against 
15,732/.  in  1898.  More  than  38,000  gals,  of  Angostura 
bitters,  a  composition  of  rum,  were  also  exported  from 
Trinidad  last  year  It  is  made  (by  a  secret  process)  ex- 
clttfively  at  Siegert'.s  factory  in  Trinidad.  On  the  same 
island  there  are  three  cocoanut-oil  factories  equipped  with 
moderji  macliinery,  and,  in  addition  to  local  business,  16,600 
gals,  of  oil  were  exclusively  shipped  in  1899  to  the  United 
States. 

INDK  o  IV  Germany.— During  the  first  half  of  this  year 
Germany  iu-ported  but  437  metric  tons  (1  =  2,204  6  lbs.), 
against  804  r.  .ns  of  natural  indigo  imported  duriner  the  same 
period  of  1899,  equivalent  to  a  decrease  cf  over  45  per  cent. 
Sixty-einht  per  cent,  of  this  imported  indigo  came  from  the 
East  ladies.  Germany's  exports  of  indigo  (almost  entirely 
com]X)Scd  of  the  artificial  article)  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1900  reached  947|  metric  tons — 74J  per  cent,  in  excess  of 
those  of  the  same  period  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  this 
artincial  indigo  the  United  States  took  29  9  per  cent.  ; 
Austria-Hungary,  14  7  per  cent. ;  England,  10  4  per  cent. 

Dat'G  and  Chemical  Trade  in  Nagasaki.— The  British 
Cor  sul  at  Nagasaki  reports  a  large  decrease  in  the  imports 
of  drugs  into  that  port  during  1899,  the  values  being 
4,881/.  against  8,241/.  in  1898.  The  principal  item  was 
caustic  soda  (2,235/.)  from  Great  Britain,  but  bicarbonate  of 
soda  and  alum  were  also  imported.  Alcohol  is  included 
p.nder  this  heading.  The  value  of  its  whole  import  into 
Japan  in  1899  was  about  210,000/.,  as  compared  with 
275,000/.  in  1898,  and  a  striking  illustration  of  the  effect  of 
the  new  Customs  tariff,  which  since  August  1  last  specifies  a 
duty  of  250  per  cent,  on  this  item,  is  afforded  by  the  fact 
that  while  the  duties  collected  on  it  in  1898  were  only 
13,782/ ,  in  1889  they  amounted,  on  less  than  two-thirds  of 
the  same  quantity,  to  65,671/.  The  value  of  drugs  exported 
was  5,395/.,  against  5,074/.  in  1898. 


f  eberatlon  of  Xocal  pbarmaceutical 
H06octation0. 


A MEETING  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  in  the 
Mosley  Hotel,  Manchester,  on  December  15,  at  3  p.m., 
Mr.  John  Smith  (Liverpool),  Chairman,  presiding.  There 
were  present  also  Messrs.  E.  Saville  Peck  (Cambridge),  G.  T. 
Turner  (Bristol),  ar.d  G.  F.  Merson  (Newcastle-on-Tyne), 
Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  only  absentee  was  Mr. 
W.  L.  Carrie  (Glasgow),  who  was  unavoidably  detained  at 
the  last  moment,  but  who  wired  his  views  on  the  chief  items 
of  business  on  the  agenda. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  mass  of  correspondence  ex- 
tending over  three  months,  and  dealing  with,  amongst  other 
matters,  the  Federation  circulars  to  local  associations  re 
General  Election,  and  the  selection  of  gentlemen  for  nomina- 
tion as  Divisional  Secretaries  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
in  the  different  districts  covered  by  affiliated  and  other 
associations. 

Letters  were  read  from  several  quarters  warmly  appre- 
ciative of  the  election  circular,  and  suggesting  that  some 


similar  step  should  be  taken  with  all  M.P.'s  before  the  draft 
Bill  comes  up  for  consideration  in  Parliament.  A  letter  from 
the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  also  read, 
thanking  the  Federation  for  assistance  rendered  in  securing 
nominations  of  suitable  persons  to  act  as  Divisional 
Secretaries. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  several  associations  had  joined 
the  Federation  (which  now  includes  most  of  the  leading 
organisations  in  the  kingdom),  and  also  correspondence  he 
had  had  in  connection  with  the  formation  of  several  new 
associations.  The  text  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  was  fully  con- 
sidered, and  headings  drafted  for  a  circular  to  be  issued  to 
local  associations,  as  early  as  possible,  with  a  view  to  obtain- 
ing its  thorough  discussion  and  of  securing  that  resolutions 
passed  for  transmission  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  shall  be  arrived  at  upon  some  uniform  basis. 

General  business  occupied  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
time  of  the  meeting,  and,  the  Executive  not  having  power  to 
deal  with  many  of  the  items,  resolutions  thereon  were  passed, 
and  these  will  be  duly  presented  for  discussion  at  next 
annual  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  various  associations. 


fiDarrlage, 


Thompson — Eglington. — On  December  12,  at  St.  Mark's, 
Surbiton,  by  the  Rev.  A.  Eglington,  senior  curate  of  St. 
Mary's,  Woolwich,  brother  of  the  bride,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
R.  E.  Johnston,  vicar  of  St.  Peter's,  Thanet,  and  the  Rev. 
M.  R.  Neligan,  vicar  of  St.  Stephen's,  Westbourne  Park, 
Henry  Percy,  fourth  son  of  Mr.  John  Thompson,  of  11 
Aldersgate  Street,  E  C,  to  Florence,  fourth  daughter  of  the 
late  Mr.  William  Eglington  and  of  Mrs.  Eglington,  of  South- 
bro',  Surbiton. 


2)eatb0, 

Blackie. — On  October  14,  Mr.  John  Blackie,  at  Albury 
N.S.W.  Aged  72.  Mr.  Blackie  went  out  to  Melbourne  in 
1853.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Edward 
Grimwade,  of  Grimwade,  Ridley  &  Co.,  at  Harleston,  Suffolk, 
England,  in  1843,  and  accompanied  Mr.  Grimwade  to  Ipswich 
later  on.  He  was  afterwards  an  assistant  with  Randall  k.  Son, 
Southampton,  and  then  in  London  with  the  firm  of 
Wright  &  Co.,  now  Wright,  Layman  &;  Umney.  Mr.  Blackie 
had  been  in  business  in  Albury  since  1870,  and  before  that 
at  Preston,  Vic. 

Clark. — At  Weston-super-Mare,  on  December  10,  Mr. 
Benjamin  Joseph  Clark.  Aged  81.  Mr.  Clark  was  born  at 
Taunton,  and  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  for  some 
years  at  Cheltenham,  and  afterwards  at  Farnham,  Kent.  On 
retiring  from  business  some  years  ago  he  settled  at  Weston. 

CONEOY. — On  December  15,  at  Rome,  Sir  John  Conroy, 
Bart.,  F.R.S.,  F.C.S.,  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford.  Aged  55  years. 
The  deceased  baronet  was  the  son  of  Sir  Edward  Conroy, 
and  was  educated  at  Eton  and  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford.  He 
was  Bedford  Lecturer  on  chemistry  at  Balliol,  and  had  pub- 
lished a  number  of  researches,  many  of  them  having  been 
communicated  to  the  Chemical  Society,  of  which  he  had  been 
a  Fellow  since  1863.  He  was  a  bachelor,  and  through  his 
death  the  baronetcy  becomes  extinct. 

(Clover.  —  On  December  2,  Mr.  Thomas  John  Glover, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Dovercourt.  Aged  38.  Mr.  Glover 
had  been  for  the  past  four  years  with  Messrs.  Bevan  &  Son, 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  Harwich. 

Meyler.— At  Charles  Street,  Milford  Haven,  on  Decern 
ber  13,  Mr.  Thomas  David  Meyler,  chemist  and  druggist.  In 
his  70  th  year. 

Reed. — At  Yarm,  Yorks,  on  December  12,  Mr.  Geo.  Reed, 
chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  75.  Mr.  Reed  had  carried  on 
a  wholesale  and  retail  chemist's  business  at  Yarm  for  over 
fifty  years.  He  was  a  governor  of  the  Grammar  School, 
member  of  the  Burial  Board,  and  president  of  the  local 
branch  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

West.  —  On  December  10,  Mr.  George  William  West, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Stokesley.    Aged  35. 
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ISritieb  pbarmaccntical  Conference. 

A MEETING  in  connection  with  the  above  was  held  at  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  rooms,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  on  December  14,  Mr.  G.  D.  Beggs  in  the  chair.  The 
following  were  present: — Messrs.  J.  I.  Bernird,  H.  Conyng- 
ham,  W.  F.  Wells,  W.  V.  Johnston,  T.  J.  English,  J.  S.  Ash, 
J.  Michie,  J.  Smith,  P.  Kelly,  H.  C.  Grimes,  P.  A.  V.  Pea- 
cocke,  D.  Middleton,  H.  Simpson,  Professor  C.  R.  C.  Tich- 
borne,  and  Dr.  McWalter. 

Mr.  Bernard,  Hon.  Secretary  j^ro  tan.,  read  the  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting,  which,  after  some  sliglit  amend- 
ment, were  signed.  Apologies  for  non-attendance  were 
received  from  Messrs.  P.  N.  White,  Sligo  ;  D.  O'Sullivan, 
Rathmines ;  J.  A.  Ray,  Nassau  Street ;  W.  Laird,  Upper 
Sack ville  Street ;  G.  Brown,  Wexford  Street;  J.  T.  Turner, 
Upper  Sackville  Street ;  S.  P.  Boyd,  M.A.,  Bride  Street;  J. 
Brittain,  Drogheda ;  and  Dr.  Walsh,  Westmoreland  Street, 
Dublin.  All  these  gentlemen  expressed  their  deep  interest 
in  the  success  of  the  Conference,  and  most  of  them  enclosed 
subscriptions. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  Acting  Chairman  said  the  chief  busincfs  was  to  elect 
office  bearers.  The  first  officer  they  had  to  choose  was  a 
Chairman. 

Mr.  Kelly  propDsed  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells  for  the  position. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  work  to  be  done,  and  the  Chair- 
man required  to  know  a  lot  about  Conference  work.  Mr. 
Wells  was  thoroughly  converrant  with  all  details,  and  a 
better  Ckairman  could  not  be  found. 

Mr.  English  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  put,  and 
carried  nem.  con. 

Mr.  Wells,  in  taking  the  chair,  thanked  the  members  for 
electing  him  as  their  Chairman.  It  was  twenty-two  years 
since  the  Conference  was  held  in  Dublin.  He  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  1901  Conference  would  be  no  less 
a  success  than  its  predecessors.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Beggs  proposed  Mr.  Bernard  as  Local  Hon.  Secretary. 
Mr.  Bernard  was  a  man  of  energy,  and  anything  he  promised 
to  do  was  as  good  as  done.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Professor  Tichborne  seconded  the  motion,  which  was 
carried. 

Mr.  Bernard  replied,  and  pledged  himself  to  leave  nothing 
undone  to  make  the  Dublin  Conference  all  that  was  desired. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Conyngham,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Beggs  was  elected  Hon.  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Beggs,  in  respondinc:.  said  he  had  intended  to  propose 
his  friend  Mr.  Conyngham  for  the  post,  but  that  gentleman 
happened  to  first  "catch  the  speaker's  eye."  (Laughter.) 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Beggs,  seconded  by  Mr.  Simpson, 
Mr.  S.  Parker  Boyd,  M.A.,  was  elected  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  Wells  said  the  selection  was  a  fit  and  proper  one. 

The  following  were  then  elected  as  a  working  committee, 
with  power  to  add  to  their  number  : — Messrs.  Walsh,  Kelly. 
Conyngham,  Beggs,  White,  Ash,  Michie.  Simpson,  Boyd, 
Golden,  Peacocke,  Grimes,  Brown.  Smith,  Johnston,  English, 
Middleton,  Professor  Tichborne.  Sir  Thomas  AV.  Robinson, 
and  the  Chairman  and  Hon.  Secretary  cx  officio. 

Mr.  Bernard  said  they  were  anxious  to  see  the  committee 
as  representative  as  possible.  They  wanted  sub-committees 
to  see  after  the  reception,  amusement,  and  catering,  and 
these  would  be  formed  out  of  the  working  committee. 

The  Chairman  thought  all  subscribers  should  be  on  the 
general  committee. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer,  in  reply  to  a  question,  said  the  sub- 
scriptions promised  and  received  up  to  the  present  amounted 
to  about  200^.  They  would  want  from  250Z.  to  300Z.  If  the 
full  amount  of  subscriptions  was  not  expended,  the  overplus 
would  be  returned  to  the  subscribers  juro  raid. 

The  Chairman  explained  the  necessity  of  getting  in  the 
subscriptions  early.  An  account  would  be  opened  at  the 
bank  in  the  name  of  himself  and  the  Treasurer.  He  com- 
pared the  expenditure  in  other  centres  where  the  Con- 
ferences had  been  held  with  that  estimated  for  Du'olin. 
They  had  already  two  subscribers  north  of  the  Bo\ne,  but  while 
it  had  been  agreed  not  to  look  for  subscriptions  north  of 


Drogheda,  they  would  not  lefusc  any  n.oney  that  miijbt 
come  from  afar. 

The  PROGn.\MME, 

As  regarded  the  proposed  rr/irfc-ccv.-.-,  Mr.  Wells  said 
negotiations  were  being  made  with  the  local  authorities  in 
the  matter,  and  he  hoped  to  have  an  answer  in  due  time. 
He  suggested  securing  the  co-operation  of  the  leading  Dublin 
medical  men.  He  bad  reason  to  believe  tlicra  would  be  r.o 
difficulty  in  getting  the  bc.-t  accommodation  for  the  Con- 
ference. Details  were  then  gore  into,  and  it  was 
suggested  provisionally,  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
committee  in  London,  that  the  Conference  be  held  the  first 
week  in  August ;  thattlie  reception  of  delegates  be  held  on 
Monday  evening;  that  a  visit  be  subsequently  paid  to  Bray, 
a  charming  seaside  resort  in  the  county  Wicklow,  thence 
the  same  evening  to  Dalkey,  where  a  garden-party  with 
military  band  would  be  held ;  drive  through  Phoenix  Park 
in  drags  to  Lucan,  and  home  v'ui  Tallaght,  an  historic 
locality  and  replete  with  reminiscences  of  the  Irish  rebellion  ; 
electric  traction  to  Howth,  the  Hibernian  Margate  ;  a  visit 
to  the  famous  Glendalough  and  "  Devil's  Glen"  ;  luncheonv, 
dinners,  and  teas  cn  suite  ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  Conference 
on  Friday,  a  three  days'  or  shorter  sojourn  at  Killarney  to 
those  desirous  of  prolonging  their  stay  in  Ireland  A  ladies' 
committee  was  authorised  to  be  formed,  and  Mr.  Bernard 
kindly  undertook  to  see  after  its  formation  in  due  time.  Dr. 
McWalter's  suggestion  that  an  alternative  amusement  pro- 
gramme be  made  out  in  the  event  of  wet  weather  was  noted, 
it  is,  of  course,  understood  that  the  festivities  would  not 
interfere  with  the  serious  work  of  the  Conference.  The 
smoking-concc'it  and  ladies'  dance  on  Wednesday  are  looked 
forward  to  with  pleasant  anticii;ation,  as  ire  also  the  pro- 
jected visits  to  the  chief  places  of  interest  in  the  city, 
including  Guinness's  brewery,  Jacob's  biscuit-works,  the 
distilleries,  Dublin  Castle,  and  the  old  Parliament  House  on 
College  Green.  It  was  agreed  to  interview  Mr.  Crossley,  of 
the  Irish  Tourists'  Association,  in  regard  to  the  outings. 
The  ncx'i  meeting  was  arranged  to  be  held  the  first  week  in 
January.  Mr.  Conyngham's  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
terminated  the  proceedirgs. 


A  JIEETIXG  of  the  Executive  Committee  wa^  held  at 
IS  Eloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on  December  13.  There  were 
present  Mr.  G.  C.  Diuce  (President)  in  the  chair.  Dr.  Attfiehl 
and  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  (Vice-Presidents),  Frofe.-sor  Greenish. 
Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bird,  Collier,  and  Warrf  d,  Mr.  J.  C  Umney 
(Treasurer),  Messrs.  Naylor  and  Eanscm  (Hon.  General 
Secretaries),  and  Mr.  Hearn  (Assistant  Sscretary). 

Letters  expressing  regret  for  absence  were  received  from 
Messrs.  Atkins,  Beggs,  Maitin,  Martindaie,  Payre,  and  Dr. 
Symes. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  wtre  read  and  con- 
firmed. The  Secretaries  wf  re  requested  to  write  a  letter  of 
condolence  to  the  family  cf  the  late  Dr.  Squibb,  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Conference,  expressing  the  sympathy  of  the 
Executive. 

The  Reseaech-worker. 

Mr.  Ransom  reported  that  the  sub-oommittee  appointed  by 
the  Executive  had  met  the  representatives  delegated  by  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  and 
discussed  with  them  the  possibility  of  the  proposed  research- 
worker  being  permitted  to  carry  on  his  work  in  the  research - 
laboratories  of  the  Society  for  the  three  years  for  which 
subset  iptions  had  been  promised.  The  representatives  of  the 
Council  expressed  the  decided  opinion  that  no  worker 
appointed  by  the  Conference  could  be  admitted  into  the 
laboratories,  and  that  the  fund  promised  for  rf search-work 
could  only  be  accepted  by  the  Council  free  from  all  condi- 
tions as  to  the  selection  of  the  worker  and  of  the  work  to 
be  carii-  d  out. 

After  some  discussion,  the  following  resolution,  proposed 
by  Mr.  J.  C  Umney,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Atlfield,  was 
carried  unanimously  :  — 

That  the  individuals,  firms,  and  comii.Aiiie;  wjio  Iiave  ]5roniit,efl 
financial  support  to  a  scheme  for  the  appointment  of  a  Brit.ieii 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  Research-worker  shall  be  invited  to 
give  the  sum  of  money  promised,  for  one  j-ear  at  least,  to  a  fund 
to  be  established  and  known  as  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  Research  Fund,  such  fund  to  be  under  the  control  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Conference,  which  shall  be 
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empowered  to  make  adequate  grants  to  workers,  either ,  to  defray 
expenses  of  material  or  as  a  payment  for  time  03cupied  in  tlie 
researcli,  as  sucli  Committee  may  think  fit. 

The  "  Year-book  "  and  the  "  Formulary." 
Mr.  Naylor  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Louis  Siebold  resigning 
his  position  as  Editor  of  the  Ycar-looli  on  account  of  ill- 
health. 

A  resolution  expressing  regret  at  losing  Mr.  Siebold's  ser- 
vices was  unanimously  carried. 

A  sub  committee  was  appDinted  to  take  immediate  steps 
to  arrange  for  the  publication  of  the  Year-hooli  for  1901. 

Mr.  Naylor,  on  behalf  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Formulary 
Committee,  applied  for  the  sanction  of  the  Executive  for  the 
necessary  expenditure  which  would  bs  required  in  publish- 
ing the  new  edition  of  the  "  Formulary,"  the  work  in  con- 
nection with  which  was  now  approaching  completion,  and 
the  application  was  granted. 

Mr.  Naylor  reported  that  the  fund  which  was  being  raised 
to  assist  Mr.  Nightingale,  the  late  Assistant  Secretary  to  the 
Conference,  amounted  to  about  40Z.,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
this  may  be  increased  by  some  farther  contributions. 

The  time  at  which  the  money  should  be  handed  over  to 
Mr.  Nightingale  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  Mr.  Naylor. 

Seven  gentlemen  were  elected  to  membership. 


pbarmaceutical  Society?  of 
(Breat  Britain. 


NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

THE  second  meeting  of  the  session  of  the  North  British 
Branch  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Decem- 
ber 19,  Mr.  Peter  Boa  in  the  chair.  The  first  paper,  read  by  the 
Assistant-Secretary,  was  a  note  on  two  South  African 
drugs,  Monso7iia  ovata  and  Bulbine  alooides,  by  Dr.  J.  Gordon 
Sharp.    With  regard  to 

Monsonia  Ovata, 

Dr.  Sharp  said  he  had  been  supplied  by  Messrs.  Christy  with 
a  quantity  which  they  guaranteed  to  be  the  true  plant.  He 
gave  its  botany  and  general  description,  and  quoted  Mr.  J.  E. 
KuUing's  observations  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
December  1  as  to  the  properties  of  the  iDlant.  The  plant 
was  not  toxic,  for  he  had  infused  300  gr.  of  the  dried  herb  in 
15  oz.  of  boiling  water,  allowed  it  to  stand  several  hours,  and 
then  drank  oS  the  liquid  and  went  to  bed.  He  knew  nothing 
till  next  morning,  when  he  awoke  with  an  excellent  appetite. 
It  did  not  have  any  particuliar  diuretic  action.  The  in- 
fusion had  a  very  slightly  bitter  astringent  taste  resembling 
cold  tea.  Dr.  Sharp's  conclusion  was  that  it  was  not  worth 
time  and  trouble  to  further  investigate  this  plant,  because 
.  (1)  the  Qcran.iacece  order  did  not  yield  a  large  number  of 
active  plants ;  (2)  there  was  an  absence  of  toxicity  ;  (3)  there 
was  an  absence  of  any  appreciable  quantity  of  glucoside  or 
alkaloid ;  and  (4)  some  astringent  body  was  the  apparent 
chief  constituent,  and  that  only  in  amount  about  equal  to 
ur  tea. 

Bulbine  Alooides— Roode  Wortel. 

Dr.  Sharp  said  he  had  practically  no  information  about  this 
plant.  Mr.  E.  R.  Rally,  pharmacist.  Cape  Town,  who  supplied 
him  with  a  specimen,  had  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  it  on 
account  of  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  for  the  root  was  collected 
on  the  borders  of  Cape  Colony.  Strung  together  the  pieces 
formed  a  very  large  rosary,  had  a  pleasant  cinnamon- 
like odour  in  the  fresh  state,  were  fleshy  when  cut, 
and  had  a  dark-red  colour,  with  a  slightly  astringent 
pleasant  saline  taste,  but  without  bitterness.  It  was  said  to 
be  employed  with  benefit  in  rheumatic  conditions.  He  had 
himself  employed  it  with  apparent  benefit,  but  his  experi- 
ence was  limited.  His  conclusion  from  a  provisional 
analysis  of  the  root  was  that  the  roode  wortel  contained 
(1)  protocatechuic  acid,  (2)  red  colouring  astringent  (?) 
matter,  (3)  saline  matter. 

Cannabis  Indica. 
Mr.  William  Mair,  F.C.S.,  next  read  a  paper  entitled  the 
'  Cultivation  and  Manufacture  of  the   Official  Cannabis 


Indica."  Mr.  Mair  briefly  described  a  series  of  twelve 
lantern-slides,  reproduced  from  a  set  of  official  photographs 
prepared  at  the  instance  of  the  Government  of  India  for 
the  Hemp  Drugs  Commission.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Mair 
referred  to  the  recent  export-tax  imposed  by  the  Indian 
Government  at  Bombay  on  Indian  hemp.  Undoubtedly 
much  of  the  uncertainty  which  was  credited  to  the  drug 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  inferior  product  of  Bombay 
manufacture  had  been  most  largely  exported  to  London,  the 
better  product  of  Bengal  being  retained  for  local  consumption. 
At  the  relatively  increased  price  importers  should  insist  on 
getting  the  round  ganja  of  Bengal  more  carefully  prepared, 
and  more  reliable  than  even  flat  ganja  he  had  described,  and 
it  would  be  useful  that  the  specification  in  the  Pharmacopoeia, 
which  at  present  admitted  very  varying  grades  of  drugs, 
should  be  restricted  accordingly. 

Mr.  Mair  exhibited  typical  specimens  of  the  commercial 
drug  presented  by  Messrs.  Hale  &  Sons.  Both  papers  were 
followed  by  brief  discussions  in  which  Messrs.  Dolt,  Hill, 
and  McDiarmiJ  took  part. 


^rabe*'flDarl?9  applied  for. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks, 
at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery 
Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  men- 
tioned. The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form 
J,  cost  iZ.,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  tJie  "  Trade  Maries  Journal,"  December  5,  1900). 

Design  and  lettering  "  DioxoiD  "  (no  claim  for  "  Dioxide  ") ;  for 
deoxidising  paint.  By  T.  A.  Mackenzie  &  Co.,  16  Billiter 
Buildings,  E.G.  23.5,520. 

' '  MiLC^u^BiN  "  (no  claim  for  "  Milk  ")  ;  for  chemicals.  By  the 
Rational  Food  Company,  35  Bread  Street,  E.G.  233,582 

"  Titian  Mediums  "  in  a  square  (the  word  '•  Titian  "  being  the 
essential  particular) ;  for  chemicals.  By  the  Titian 
Medium  Manufacturing  Company,  37  Surrey  Street,  Sheffield. 
233,752. 

Design  of  three  feathers  tied  with  a  ribbon,  and  the  word 
"  CiMEXiN  "  (no  claim  for  "  Cimex  ") ;  for  an  insecticide.  By 
B,.  Erlenwein,  26  Wedekind  Strasse,  Hanover.  232,531. 

"  Tacquaru  " ;  for  medicine.  By  the  Tacquaru  Company, 
Arundel  Street,  Strand,  W.C.  233,171. 

"  ZoBEiDE  "  ;  for  goods  in  Glasses  3  and  48.  By  E.  M.  Chaffers. 
1  Hamlet  Road,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.    233,564  and  233,565. 

Combination  oE  devices  (the  essential  particnlar),  being  design  for 
label ;  for  pills.  By  Foster  McLellan  Company,  291  Michi- 
gan Street,  Buffalo,  New  York,  U.S.A.  233,943. 

C.\-EB0LEiNB  "  (no  claim  for  "  Carbo")  ;  for  an  outward  applica- 
tion.   By  J.  R.  Peacock,  83  Stirling  Roid,  Glasgow.  233,628 

'Kiturneb";  for  medicated  cotton- wool.  By  Wright,  Turner 
&  Son,  Cobden  Street,  Pendleton,  Salford.  234,002. 

Combination  of  devices  (the  essential  particular)  for  label;  for 
sterilised  milk.  By  the  Socit'fce  d'lndustrie  Laitiere,  Yverdon, 
Switzerland.  230,969. 

"  ViNOLiA " ;  for  candles,  detergents,  matches,  &c.  By  the 
Vinolia  Company  (Limited',  Maiden  Crescent,  N.W.  233,057. 

"  GoLD-EN  Palm  " ;  for  perfumery.  By  Kaimes  &  Co.,  Ebor 
Works,  Stockton  on-Tees.  233,905. 

•'  Leanique  "  for  perfumery.  By  Roger  Gallet,  38  Rue  Haute- 
ville,  Paris.  234,030. 

"Ermco";  for  a  hquid  plate-pohsh.  By  E.  R.  Moore  &  Co., 
86  Grafton  Street,  Dublin.  233,603. 

(From  the  "  TratTe-marlcs  Journil"  Deccmher  12,  l^QQ.) 
"  Calcitine  "    for  a  pigment.    By  Fleming  Oil  and  Chemical 

Company  (Limited),  101  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C.  232,903. 
Device  and  the  word  "  Edelweiss  "  (the  essential  particulars)  ; 

for  chemicals.    By  the  Farben-Industrie  Actien  Gesellsohaft, 

Heerdt,  near  Neuss,  Germany.  233,929. 

Oval  picture  of  bowman  drawing  a  bow ;  for  East  Indian  oils, 
By  the  Esculapian  and  Eist  Indian  Oils  Company,  50 
Swaton  Road,  Bromley.    233,283  and  233,284. 
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Notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "  Coming 
Events."  If  meetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Editor. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  Thursday 
evening,  December  13,  Mr.  J.  A.  Dewhirst  (President)  was  in 
the  chair,  and  there  was  a  fair  attendance. 

Before  beginning  the  particular  business  (at  9.30  J'.m.)  the 
Peesident  stated  that  three  letters  had  been  received  about 
a  diversity  of  subjects,  each  calling  for  the  attention  of  the 
Association.  Mr.  Buckley,  of  Blackpool,  desired  any  member 
of  the  Association  who  was  in  a  position  to  do  so  to  help  to 
a  situation  a  former  apprentice  of  his  (whose  name  he  gave), 
and  who  had  been  obliged  to  break  his  apprenticeship  and 
go  to  London  on  account  of  family  troubles.  A  City 
solicitor  wrote  putting  forward  the  claims  of  a  widow 
(Mrs.  Harriet  Gray),  whose  husband  had  been  many  years 
with  a  well-known  City  firm  of  chemists  ;  and  a  chemist 
in  Pentonville  offered  his  business  to  any  member  for 
ZOl.  The  latter  proposition  created  considerable  amuse- 
ment, the  President  remarking  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  a  man  to  remain  long  at  the  drudgery  of  assistantship 
when  he  could  get  a  business  of  his  own  for  201. 

The  paper  of  the  evening  was  on 

Commercial  Glucose, 
By  H.  S.  Coupland,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist 

After  mentioning  the  fact  that  syrup  of  glucose  was  intro- 
duced into  the  1893  B.P.  as  a  pill-excipient,  the  author 
described  how  commercial  glucose  is  made  by  the  action  of 
dilute  acids  on  starch,  or  of  strong  sulphuric  acid  on  cellu- 
lose The  starch  is  mixed  with  part  of  the  acid  and  kept  at 
a  temperature  below  that  at  which  it  is  converted  into 
mucilage,  then  it  is  run  into  the  rest  of  the  dilute  acid,  which 
is  kept  boiling,  and  the  mixture  is  well  stirred.  Dextrin  is 
first  produced,  then  maltose  and  dextrose,  as  well  as  unfer- 
mentable  carbo-hydrates  which  have  the  formula  CsH,jO,. 
Dextrin  decreases  according  as  the  pressure  increases.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  stage  of  the  operation  the  acid  is 
neutralised  with  chalk,  the  liquid  decolorised  with  animal 
charcoal  or  sulphuric  acid  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency 
desired.  When  made  from  cellulose  material,  such  as  wood 
or  rags,  the  substance  is  mixed  with  strong  sulphuric  acid, 
allowed  to  stand  for  a  short  time,  then  boiled  with  water, 
and  treated  as  above.  In  commercial  glucose  the  propor- 
tions of  dextrose,  maltose,  and  other  unfermentable  carbo- 
hydrates vary  considerably. 

Having  referred  to  the  preparation  of  gallacin  and  starch 
sugar,  the  author  proceeded  to  speak  about  the  estimation  of 
the  different  constituents  of  glucose,  stating  that  the  methods 
are  by  no  means  exact.  He  gave  particulars  of  the  polari- 
metric  method,  as  well  as  the  formulaj  for  calculating  the 
results,  and  added  that  the  amount  of  solid  carbo-hydrates 
dissolved  in  water  may  approximately  ba  determined  from 
the  sp.  gr  ,  as  1  per  cent,  of  the  substance  in  solution  in- 
creases the  sp.  gr.  by  about  3  86,  the  sp.  gr.  of  water  being 
taken  as  1,000,  so  that  an  excess  of  the  sp.  gr.  over  1,000 
divided  by  3'83  gives  the  number  of  units  per  cent,  of  carbo- 
hydrates present  in  glucose.  Ash  would,  however,  modify  the 
calculation  in  this  case,  if  present  in  the  glucose  to  an 
appreciable  extent.  The  estimation  by  Fehling's  solution 
was  also  mentioned,  and  reference  was  made  to  the  very 
complete  information  in  Allen's  "  Commercial  Organic 
Analysis,"  and  tables  of  analyses  by  Stern.  Liquid  and  solid 
glucoses  in  which  dextrose  was  determined  by  the  cupric-oxide 
reduction,  moisture  and  ash  being  separately  determined,  and 
the  difference  taken  as  dextrin,  showed  the  following 
composition  : — Liquid  glucose  :  43-1  per  cent,  dextrose,  39-9 
per  cent,  dextrin,  16-1  per  cent,  moisture,  and  0'78  per  cent, 
ash  ;  solid  rjlucosc :  76'9  per  cent,  dextrose,  10'5  per  cent, 
dextrin,  11'7  per  cent,  moisture,  and  0'83  per  cent.  ash.  I 
Dextrose  in  this  case  includes,  of  course,  all  carbo-hydrates  ! 
which  reduce  cupric  oxide.  The  moisture  was  determined  I 
by  Wiley's  method,  which  is  to  dissolve  a  weighed  portion  in 


alcohol,  then  mix  with  a  known  weight  of  washed  and  ignited 
sand,  and  heat  in  a  water-bath  for  an  hour,  again  moistening 
with  strong  alcohol,  and  heating  finally  to  100  to  110^^  C. 

The  author  next  referred  to  the  presence  of  sulphate  in 
commercial  glucose  as  well  as  of  sulphite,  stating  that  the 
only  mention  of  the  latter  in  literature  was  in  the  paper  by 
Mr.  Dowzard  published  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
December  8.  He  described  Mr.  Dowzard's  method  of  test- 
ing, and  added  that  Mr.  Kirkby,  of  Manche-ter,  had  in- 
formed him  that  American  glucose  frequently  contains 
sulphite  in  notable  quantity,  but  the  German  is  comparatively 
free.  The  amount  present  is  not  sufficient  to  prevent  fer- 
mentation altogether,  although  it  may  retard  it.  Finally,  the 
author  referred  to  the  presence  of  arsenic  in  glucose,  ex- 
plaining that  it  originates  from  the  iron  pyrites  from  which 
commercial  sulphuric  acid  is  made.  The  best  test  he  had 
seen  to  detect  the  presence  of  arsenic  in  glucose  is  that 
described  by  Mr.  Dowzard  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
It  is  both  delicate  and  reliable  when  delicately  performed. 
Of  six  sanples  which  he  had  tested  only  one  contained 
arsenic.  This  he  had  obtained  from  Mr.  Kirkby,  of  Manchester. 
It  contained  no  sulphite,  but  the  arsenic-free  samples  did 
contain  sulphite.  The  author  concluded  by  suggesting  that 
the  B.P.  should  give  some  tests  for  glucose,  and  he  thought 
the  cupric-oxide  reducing  power  should  equal  at  least  65  per 
cent,  of  dextrose,  also  that  it  should  give  no  decided  reaction 
for  sulphite,  nor  arsenic,  and  that  the  ash  should  not  exceed 
1  per  cent.  He  mentioned  that  he  made  experiments  for  the 
paper  in  the  laboratory  of  Messrs.  Hodgkinsons,  Clarke  & 
Ward,  and  Mr.  Ward  had  taken  a  kindly  interest  in  the 
work 

Discussion.  ■ 

The  President  said  Mr.  Coupland's  was  a  clever  paper  on 
a  complicated  subject.  He  would  particularly  commend 
it  to  those  chemists  who  had  pretensions  to  becoming  public 
analysts.  The  subject  of  glucose  alone,  he  thought,  would 
keep  them  going  for  some  time.  In  passing,  he  would  like 
to  advise  pharmacists  not  to  be  too  enthusiastic  about  the 
public-analyst  business.  The  education  of  a  pharmacist- 
should,  he  thought,  be  confined  to  pharmacy,  and  not  to 
preparing  for  a  public  analyst.  With  regard  to  the  presence 
of  sulphites  in  some  of  the  samples  examined  by  Mr. 
Coupland,  he  thought  he  had  seen  a  suggestion  that 
potassium  permanganate  should  bs  used  to  decolorise  the 
solution.  Such  a  method  would  certainly  upset  the  sulphites. 
The  ash  can  be  obtained  much  quicker  by  adding  oxygen  or 
ammonia  through  the  stem  of  a  tobacco-pipe.  There  was  a 
great  art  in  properly  taking  an  ash. 

Mr.  Clarke  wanted  to  know  whether  the  nasty  smell 
which  was  often  evolved  from  syrup  of  hypophosphites  was 
due  to  the  presence  of  sulphites  in  the  glucose  of  which  the 
syrup  is  often  largely  composed.  This  explanation  was  thought 
probable  by  some  of  the  members,  who,  however,  had  not 
particularly  noticed  the  sulphuretted-hydrogen  smell  which 
Mr.  Clarke  insisted  upon,  and  the  matter  was  left  in  abeyance, 
while  Mr.  Gamble  gave  the  meeting  a  resume  of  Mr. 
Kirkby's  paper  to  the  Medical  Prc.ts  {C.  B.,  December  15, 
page  968)  on  the  arsenic-in-beer  question.  Looked  at  from 
the  dispensers"  point  of  view,  Mr.  Gamble  thought  if  glucose 
contained  much  sulphite  some  difficulty  might  arise  in  pill- 
making.  Mr.  Clarke  asked  if  any  explanation  could  be 
given  of  the  poor  keeping-qualities  of  syrup  of  glucose, 
which  he  found  fermented  in  a  very  short  time,  especially  in 
hot  weather.  Mr.  CuERiE  imagined  that  the  Pharmacopoeia 
tests  should  include  those  for  sulphites  and  the  amount  of 
ash.  Regarding  the  arsenic  in  beer,  he  thought  that  arsenic 
might,  perhaps,  form  with  the  constituents  of  ale  a  more 
virile  compound  than  was  at  present  known.  The  recent 
revelations  showed  that,  undoubtedly,  more  stringent  atten- 
tion should  be  paid  to  testing  glucose  than  had  hitherto  been 
done.  Mr.  Chapman  was  of  opinion  that  permanganate  of 
potassium,  if  used  for  decolorising,  would  attack  the  glucose 
in  preference  to  the  colouring-matter.  He  thought  there 
was  something  in  what  Mr.  Currie  had  said  about  the 
formation  of  a  more  potent  poison  in  beer,  for  it  was  stated 
that  the  harmful  qualities  of  arsenical  wall-papers  were  due 
to  a  poisonous  fungus  set  up  by  the  arsenic. 

Mr.  Coupland,  replying,  said  he  had  had  no  experience 
of  the  deleterious  effects  of  glucose  in  pill-making,  but 
he  had  noticed  that  pills  of  ferrous  sulphate  made  witli 
glucose  blackened  in  a  very  short  time,  the  change  being 


990 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  22,  1900 


probably  due  to  the  presence  of  sulphites.  As  regarded  the 
keeping-qualities  of  syrup  of  glucose,  he  found  that  if  made 
with  heat  tlie  syrup  fermented  much  more  rapidly  than  if 
made  cold.  If  made  by  the  cold-process  and  kept  cool, 
glucose  syrup,  he  thought,  would  keep  a  fair  length  of  time. 
Questioned  as  to  what  gallacin  was,  Mr.  Coupland  replied 
that  its  exact  composition  was  in  doubt;  but,  acsording 
to  Allen,  it  was  a  mixture  of  maltose  and  dextrin. 

Referring  to  the  keeping-qualities  of  glucose,  Mr.  Gamble 
said  he  had  found  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  glucose  syrup 
and  extract  of  gentian  an  ideal  pill-excipient,  which  kept 
indefinitely ;  but 

The  President  deprecated  the  use  of  a  bitter  tonic  like 
gentian  in  a  pill,  unless  indicated.  He  thought  the  addition 
of  a  little  chloroform  to  the  syrup  of  glucose  would  answer 
preservative  purposes  admirably. 


Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  association  held  on  December  13, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  John  Barclay,  Professor  C.  F. 
Myers-Ward,  of  the  University  College,  Sheffield,  lectured 
on 

Indigestion,  and  How  to  Avoid  it. 

Professor  Myers -Ward  traced  the  processes  which  occurred 
during  digestion,  and  with  the  aid  of  lantern-slides  showed 
the  structure  of  the  mouth,  with  special  reference  to  the 
mastication  of  food.  The  chief  function  of  the  saliva  was  to 
moisten  food,  although  its  action  in  changing  starch  into 
sugar  was  an  important  accessory.  A  description  of  the 
stomach  followed,  the  lecturer  showing  and  explaining  the 
action  of  the  gastric  glands.  Experiments  with  various 
indicators  were  conducted  to  show  how  the  presence  of  free 
mineral  acid  was  detected  in  the  stomach,  and  how  the 
products  of  digestion  interfered  with  the  indicators, 
Gnnsberg's  reagent,  00  tropoeline,  and  Congo  red.  Con- 
cerning the  fatty  constituents  of  our  food,  Professor  Myers- 
Ward  said  pure  neutral  oils  were  more  difficult  to  digest  than 
oils  containing  some  oleic  or  other  fatty  acid ;  hence  the 
value  of  cod-liver  oil.  Indigestion  was  often  caused  by  un- 
digested food  remaining  in  the  stomach  from  imperfect 
mastication  through  want  of  good  teeth  or  by  bolting  the 
food.  He  denounced  the  excessive  use  of  pickles  and 
sauces,  and  the  eating  of  crabs,  lobsters,  and  mussels. 
Alcohol,  he  continued,  was  the  only  food  which  the  stomach 
could  "take  up"  without  previous  treatment,  and  was  a 
useful  stimulant  in  selected  cases  only.  He  recommended 
the  use  of  it  before  a  meal  to  stimulate  the  heart-beat. 
Generally  speaking,  liquids  should  be  avoided  with  meals, 
as  they  diluted  the  gastric  juice.  Abstention  from  food  in 
indigestion  was  better  than  medicine.  On  the  subject  of 
infant  feeding,  the  lecturer  expressed  disapproval  of  feeding 
children  on  arrowroot  biscuits  or  arrowroot  gruel.  The  infant 
had  no  power  to  assimilate  starch  ;  that  function  came  later. 
The  child  seemed  to  put  on  fat  when  fed  on  starch,  but  it  was 
placed  only  beneath  the  skin. 

Professor  Mj-ers-Ward  was  accorded  a  vote  of  thanks  for 
his  address. 


Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Mr.  Hubert  Higgins,  M  R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  in  the  course  of 
a  lecture  on  "  Health  "  before  the  members  of  this  Associa- 
tion on  December  14,  showed,  with  the  aid  of  a  lantern, 
several  ancient  and  modern  prescriptions  for  the  treatment 
of  diseases.  Mr.  A,  Sidney  Campkin  (President  of  the 
Association)  presided. 

The  Lecturer  said  ancient  ideas  of  medicine  were  in- 
dissolubly  bound  up  with  priestcraft  and  superstition,  the 
dominant  idea  being  that  the  patient,  by  ingesting  a  parti- 
cular part  of  any  animal,  acquired  the  faculties  of  the  organ. 
Some  of  the  practices  of  savage  and  semi-civilised  society 
were  founded  on  sound  principles,  such,  for  instance,  as  the 
hot  baths  for  skin-disea-e,  prescribed  in  Japan,  the  drinking 
and  bathing  in  saline  waters,  and  the  singularly  complete 
and  efficacious  massage  practised  by  African  savages,  which, 
though  it  might  not  drive  out  devils,  frequently  cured 
disease.  Reference  was  then  made  to  the  habit  of  indis- 
criminate drugging.  From  a  remote  period  it  had  been  the 
unhappy  lot  of  man  to  be  looked  on  as  a  kind  of  test-tube  in 


which  it  was  desired  to  make  complicated  chemical  re- 
actions. Man  had  taken  as  medicine  almost  everything 
ingenuity  could  devise  ;  the  rich  even  took  solutions  of  the 
precious  stones  and  metals.  A  photograph  of  the  earliest 
Egyptian  prescription  known  was  exhibited,  and  also  a 
prescription  for  Gascoigne's  powder  and  confection  of 
hyacinth.  Turning  to  present-day  practice,  the  lecturer 
showed  a  list  of  new  drugs,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
activity  and  earnestness  of  their  German  friends  to  drug 
them  with  these  long-named  drugs  would  end  in  failure,  or, 
at  the  best,  decent  oblivion.  It  would  be  as  profound  a  mis- 
take to  neglect  the  experience,  observation,  and  knowledge 
of  their  predecessors  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  as  it  would 
be  not  to  realise  the  almost  insuperable  difficulty  of  coming 
to  an  accurate  conclusion  as  to  the  action  of  a  given  drug. 
Mr.  Higgins  pointed  to  some  of  the  factors  in  the  causation 
of  disease,  and  said  he  firmly  believed  that  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  deaths  and  diseases  in  the  world,  especially 
among  children,  were  caused  by  the  Ignorance  of  women, 
adding  that  60  per  cent  of  the  children  in  the  parish  of 
Southwark  died.  The  varieties  of  foods  and  drugs  adminis- 
tered to  the  modern  infant  had  produced  appalling  results  in 
the  death-rate,  and,  above  all,  a  fatal  predisposition  to  disease. 
Mr.  Higgins  concluded  by  saying  that  he  looked  on  disease 
as  Nature's  punishment  for  disobedience,  or,  if  they  would, 
Nature's  method  for  eliminating  the  unfit. 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  lecturer. 


QJasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants' 
and  Apprentices'  Association. 

The  fortnightly  meeting  was  heLJ  on  December  12  Mr. 
J.  P.  Gilmour  acted  as  chairman,  and  introduced  Mr.  B. 
CocKBURN,  Ph.C  ,  who  lectured  on 

Fruit.s  :  THEIR  Forms  and  Modes  of  Dispersion. 

Dealing  chiefly  with  the  second  part  of  the  subject,  the 
lecturer  said,  in  botanical  language,  the  fruit  was  the  ripened 
ovary  or  mature  gyncecium,  and  consisted  essentially  of  an 
outer  covering  and  the  seed  or  seeds  within.  The  reproduc- 
tive processes  were  the  most  momentous  in  the  life-history 
of  the  plant.  There  were  many  instances  of  the  plant 
perishing  for  the  sake  of  its  seeds.  The  structure  of  the 
flower  was  often  connected  with  the  visits  of  insects,  and  he 
would  try  to  show  that  the  form  of  the  fruit  was  co-related 
with  various  external  agencies.  The  old  idea  that  the 
beautiful  and  sweet-smelling  flowers  and  luscious  fruits 
were  solely  for  the  benefit  of  man  had  been  dissipated  long 
a2;o.  A  plant  lived  for  itself  alone,  as  an  individual,  and 
there  were  no  instances  of  a  plant  or  an  animal  assisting  in 
any  way  another  plant  or  animal,  except  when  this  was  at 
the  same  time  advantageous  to  the  plant  itself.  The  modi- 
fications in  the  forms  of  fruits  and  seeds  were  not  mere 
freaks — tliey  were  adaptations  which  gave  it  some  definite 
advantage  in  the  struggle  for  existence.  It  was  obvious  that 
if  fruits  and  seeds  fell  directly  on  the  ground  beneath  the 
parent  plant  there  would  be  intense  coaopetition  between 
plants  of  the  same  species,  and  the  soil  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  parent  plant  would  become  im- 
poverished. Hence  a  multitude  of  adaptations  to  carry  the 
seed  away  from  the  region  of  its  birthplace.  But  there  were 
two  conflicting  factors  :  there  was  the  tendency  to  make 
the  seed  buoyant,  so  that  it  might  carry  far,  and  there  was 
the  tendency  to  give  it  weight  by  storage  in  it  of  food- 
material  for  the  germinating  embryo.  Sometimes  the  fruit 
and  sometimes  the  seed  itself  assumed  the  work  of  distribu- 
tion. The  main  distributing  agencies — water,  wind,  animals, 
and  the  propulsive  mechanism  in  the  plant  itself — were 
next  explained  in  detail,  typical  examples  of  the  different 
methods  being  given. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  and  lanternist  concluded 
the  evening. 


North  =  East  Lancashire  Chemists' 

Association. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  members  was  held  at  the  White 
Bull  Hotel,  Blackburn,  on  Tuesdgy  night,  December  18, 
Councillor  W.  Critchley  presiding,  when  the  following  report 
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was  submitted  by  the  special  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  draft  Bill : — 

1.  Can  the  Bill  be  accepted  and  supported  ? 

2.  If  not,  can  suggestions  for  amendtneut  be  offered  ? 

3.  Can  we  neither  accept  nor  amend  it  ? 

The  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  discussed,  and  its  clauses  ex- 
amined in  detail,  and  it  was,  after  careful  consideration,  ulti- 
mately decided  that  the  Bill  cannot  be  accepted,  nor  can  the 
committee  suggest  amendment,  for  th?  following  reasous : — 

1.  It  virtually  repeals  the  Act  of  1863. 

2.  It  is  a  Bill  permitting  unqualified  persons  to  use  and  exploit 
the  qualification  earned  by  tlie  individual.  (a)  This  is  "in- 
famous "  in  medicine,  therefore  intolerable  to  a  body  with  any 
X^retentions  to  professional  qualification. 

3.  It  perpetuates  the  anomaly  of  practising  under  the  names  of 
non-existent  persons.  It  confirms  another  anomaly  of  the  1868 
Act — the  Widows'  Clause.  Both  practices  are  infamous  in 
medicine. 

Observations. — The  Bill  would  legalise  covering  in  every  form, 
altering  the  essential  nature  of  the  qualification.  It  would 
enable  qualified  persons  to  limit  their  responsibility  in  entire 
antagonism  to  the  spirit  of  the  Pliatmacy  Acts  of  1852  and  1868. 
Consequently  the  Bill  would  admittedly  destroy  the  foundations 
of  those  Acts. 

4.  It  enables  a  company  to  do  that  which  an  individual  may 
not  do. 

5.  The  Bill  gives  up  all  claim  to  a  qualification  differing  only  in 
degree  and  not  in  kind  from  that  of  a  doctor,  (a)  Therefore  the 
medical  profession  could  not  support  the  Council  as  cuii/ri'rcs. 
This  illustrates  the  value  of  the  argument  that,  with  standing  on 
professional  qualification,  the  Council  must  and  would  have  the 
united  support  of  the  medical  profession.  The  principle  at  issue 
is,  and  should  be,  common. 

6.  It  follows  from  the  qualification  of  the  1863  Act  by  the  draft 
Bill  that  the  present  severe  examinations  are  altogether  absurd 
and  unnecessarily  stringent,  (a)  The  obvious  necessity  of  such  a 
Bill  is  a  sufficiency  of  servants  for  limited  liability  companies  wiio 
shall  possess  occult  insight  in  handing  poisons  over  a  counter ;  to 
continue  the  argument  the  chemist  would  be  an  automaton. 

7.  Members  of  the  Council  declared  they  would  not  touch  the 
"  unclean  thing"  (companies).  They  now  would  embrace  it  and 
take  it  to  their  bosoms. 

Our  comments  on  the  clauses  are : — 

Clause  1. — Would  impose  further  regulations  on  the  qualified 
persons  ;  yet  qualification  and  regulation  are  largely  antagonistic 
terms.  Two  penalties  are  proposed  for  one  Act.  Bona  file  control 
by  a  servant  is  a  contradiction  in  terms.  Sir  William  Coddington 
gave  it  as  an  undisputable  fact  that  "  no  employe  can  be  in  effective 
control  " ! 

Clause  2. — Titles  and  descriptions  should  be  more  plainly 
specified — e.g.  "Jones's  Drug-store  (under  man  igement  of  Jacob 
Foolish,  pharmaceutical  chemist),"  is  simply  equivalent  to  Jones's 
chemist  shop  (managed  by  Foolish). 

Clause  3  acknowledges  unqualified  shareholders  as  being  able 
to  keep  open  a  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
sub  committee  only  councillors  interested  in  limited  companies, 
or  those  who  would  like  to  be,  could  allow  such  a  proposition. 
Tliis  clause  should  consist  of  the  first  two  lines  only.  It  is  alto- 
gether impracticable,  and  should  not  be  accepted  in  its  present 
form. 

Clause  4. — Not  a  little  of  evidence  is  adduced  that  this  has  any 
chance  of  being  accepted,  or  of  being  any  use  if  it  was.  It  is  said 
that  this  would  correspond  "most  closel}'"  to  individual  pro- 
prietors; but  this  only  means  that  nothing  can  correspond,  even 
remotely,  to  individuality.  This  is  one  of  those  specious  sophis- 
tries which  can  only  be  replied  to  that  it  either  '■  is  or  is  not  "  ; 
obviously  "  it  is  not." 

Clause  5  registers  and  recognises  names  of  companies  of  un 
qualified  persons  and  without  charge,  whilst  qualified  persons 
have  paid  in  their  ten-guinea  fee. 

Clause  7.— Undoubtedly  a  vital  clause  did  the  Bill  propose  to 
conserve  and  extend  the  application  of  the  principles  of  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  of  1852  and  1868 ;  in  connection  with  the  other 
clauses  it  is  satirical. 

Mr.  HiGHTOX  (Blackburn)  proposed  that  the  report  of  the 
sub-committee  be  accepted,  and  that  a  discussion  be  left 
over  until  the  next  monthly  meeting. 

Mr.  Jepson  (Darwen)  seconded,  and  the  motion  was 
carried  unanimously. 


Workington  Chemists'  and  Drug-gists' 
Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  Association  took  place  on 
December  14,  Mr.  "W.  Carruthers  (the  President),  in  the 
chair.  The  first  business  of  the  evening  was  the  presentation 
of  an  easy  chair  to  Mr.  W.  Carruthers,  who  is  retiring  from 


business.  The  presentation  was  made  on  behalf  of  the 
members  by  Mr  James  Thompson,  who,  in  his  speech,  men- 
tioned that  Mr.  Carruthers  had  been  in  business  in  Workington 
for  thirty-eight  years.  There  were  now  nine  shops  in  the  town, 
whereas  formerly  there  were  but  two.  Generally  speaking, 
chemists  were  in  a  better  position  than  formerly,  the  dirty 
and  heavy  work  which  he  remembered  as  an  apprentice 
having  left  them. 

Mr.  Carruthers  thanked  the  members  of  the  Association 
in  feeling  terms  for  their  gift. 

The  chair  bears  the  following  inscription  :  — 

Presented  by 
The  Workington  Chemists'  Association 
to  William  Carruthers,  Esq., 
Their  first  President, 
Upon  his  retirement  from  business, 
As  a  mark  of  esteem  and  goodwill. 

The  following  officers  were  then  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year  : — President,  Mr.  James  Thompson  ;  Vice-President,  Mr. 
F.  J.  Birkett;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  R.  Mason. 

Some  discussion  then  took  place  on  the  Draft  Pharmacy 
Bill,  which  was  adjourned  until  the  next  meeting. 


Edinburgh   District  Chemists'  Trade 
Association. 

After  Mr.  George  Lunan,  Chairman  of  this  Association, 
delivered  his  address  at  last  week's  meeting,  a  summary  of 
which  appeared  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  last  week, 
he  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Storrar  (Kirkcaldy)  in  regard  to 
the  Pharmacy  Bill,  in  the  course  of  which  the  writer 
said  : — ■ 

Upon  our  attitude  towards  this  Bill  depends  the  future  of 
pharmacy  as  a  trade.  If  we  support  it  and  do  our  best  to  carry 
it  through  Parliament,  we  shall  be  at  least  in  a  better  poaition 
than  we  are  at  present;  and  if  we  oppose  it,  or  if,  by  our  in- 
difference and  want  of  union,  we  prevent  it  passing  (for  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  will  be  bitterly  opposed),  then  I  fail  to  see  where 
remedy  for  our  grievances  is  to  come  from.  What  we  think  of 
the  Bill  depends  largely  upon  our  point  of  view  and  upon  the 
frame  of  mind  in  wliich  we  approach  its  consideration.  It  would 
be  very  easy  to  pick  holes  in  it,  and  the  curious  thing  is  that 
everyone  would  pick  a  hole  for  himself ^no  two  would  agree  even 
in  criticism.  The  truth  is  that  the  Bill  is  admittedly  a  com- 
promise, as  the  President  indicated  in  his  introductory  speech, 
and  I  would  ask  your  meeting  to  consider  that  speech  along  with 
the  Bill  The  problem  before  the  Council  is  f.ow  to  give  protec- 
tion to  the  trade  from  unfair  competition,  and  to  secure  that  from 
a  body  (Parliament)  which  has  no  desire  to  give  it,  and  which 
does  not  see  that  it  is  required  "  for  the  safety  of  the  public." 
How  the  Council  has  succeeded  in  its  task  is  for  you  to  judge.  .  .  . 
What  we  all  want  is  (1)  the  restriction  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy 
to  qualified  persons.  By  this  Bill  we  shall  not  secure  this  in  its 
entirety,  but  it  w'ould  give  us  sometliing  very  like  it.  We  can 
never  get  rid  of  company-trading,  and  must  in  future  look  upon 
shareliolders  in  those  companies  as  capitalists  wlio  are  financing 
qualified  men,  and  getting  interest  on  their  advances.  Not  very 
satisfactory,  perhaps,  but  a  great  deal  better  than  what  we  have 
at  present,  as  it  would  bring  companies  within  the  Acts,  and  give 
us  definite  individuals  to  fight  in  place  of  indefinite  corporations. 
And  (2)  what  we  want  is  the  personal  title  to  qualified  p)ersons. 
Tliis  the  Bill  would  also  give  us.  Possibly  the  curriculum  clause 
will  give  rise  to  more  debate  than  any  other  part  of  the  Bill ;  but 
it  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  it  only  gives  the  power  of  enforcing 
a  curriculum  to  the  Society. 

Remarks  on  Mr.  Lunan 's  paper  having  been  invited,  several 
members  said  they  had  not  yet  had  time  to  study  the  Bill, 
but  they  expressed  themselves  generally  in  favour  of  its 
provisions,  and  said  it  was  on  the  right  lines,  and  likely  to 
bring  them  into  touch  with  limited  companies  in  a  proper 
way. 

Speaking  on  Mr.  Lunan's  idea  of  the  future  differentiation 
of  the  trade  into  retail  druggists  and  professional  pharma- 
cists, Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  referred  to  the  conditions  in  Ireland, 
and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  there  would  always  be  a 
strong  temptation  for  pharmacists  debarred  from  compound- 
ing to  undertake  such  duties  when  they  got  the  chance. 
He  thought  the  lower  grade  would  ultimately  oust  the  higher 
grade  altogether,  and  leave  it  with  a  very  small  stock  and  a 
very  little  income.  The  idea  was  by  no  means  a  new  one. 
So  long  ago  as  something  like  1233  there  was  an  Act  passed  by 
Frederick  II.  to  regulate  the  practice  of  pharmacy,  and  it 
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was  generally  believed  that  that  Act,  which  was  the  first  in 
history  so  far  as  they  knew,  was  simply  the  formulating  and 
codification  of  the  Arabian  regulations  for  the  practice  of 
pharmacy.  In  fact,  pharmacy  as  a  distinct  profession  first 
originated  in  Arabia,  some  time  before  the  twelfth  century. 
There  were  two  grades — one  the  utationarii,  who  were  re- 
stricted to  the  selling  of  simple  medicines,  and  were  not 
allowed  to  dispense  prescriptions,  and  the  other  the  con- 
fectionarii,  or  dispensers  of  prescriptions.  That  was  to  say, 
the  Irish  druggists  of  to-day  corresponded  to  the  stationarii  of 
the  Act  of  Frederick  II ,  while  the  pharmaceutical  chemists 
corresponded  to  the  confectionarii.  It  did  seem  rather 
curious  that  the  process  of  evolution  seemed  to  be  leading 
them  back  to  a  condition  of  things  that  existed  prior  to  the 
twelfth  century. 

Mr.  Claude  Henry  said  the  Council  had  not  gone  the 
length  that  Association  suggested  in  regard  to  having  the 
name  of  the  qualified  person  above  the  door  or  on  the  label. 
Nor  had  they  included  the  dispensing  of  medical  prescrip- 
tions, or  even  made  a  suggestion  that  the  poisons  schedule 
should  be  extended  as  the  Association  had  recommended. 
Nor  did  they  make  the  employer  responsible  for  the  act  of 
his  unqualified  assistant.  What  the  Bill  did  contain,  how- 
ever, was  a  very  great  advance  on  anything  previously  put 
forward.  With  reference  to  corporate  bodies,  it  seemed  to 
him  that  Clause  2  would  require  to  be  amended,  because,  so 
far  as  he  could  see,  a  firm  composed  of  pharmaceutical 
chemists,  or  chemists  calling  themselves  a  limited  liability 
company,  would  be  forbidden  by  this  Bill  to  use  the 
title  of  chemists.  Kegarding  Clause  4  it  was  imprac- 
ticable for  every  director  of  a  corporate  body  to  be 
a  qualified  person.  The  Professional  and  Civil  Service 
Stores  in  Edinburgh,  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  in  London, 
sold  all  prohibited  articles,  and  it  was  unreasonable  and 
unnecessary  to  ask  that  the  directors  of  these  bodies 
should  be  all  qualified  chemists  because  they  wished  to  keep 
a  room  in  which  to  sell  drugs.  He  regretted  there  was  no 
proposal  to  charge  a  registration-fee.  He  concluded  by 
moving— 

That  tliis  Association,  having  considered  the  draft  Pharmacy 
Bill,  resolves  to  assure  the  Council  of  its  cordial  support  of  the 
principles  embodied  therein,  and  notes  with  particular  satisfaction 
that  the  opinion  of  the  solicitors  in  London  and  Edinburgh  is 
to  be  taken  so  that  points  special  to  respective  countries  may  be 
duly  adjusted. 

Mr.  Mc  Doug  ALL  seconded,  and  the  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

The  meeting  then  went  into  committee  to  hear  a  state- 
ment by  Mr.  BoA  regarding  an  instance  of  a  person  who  had 
gone  to  one  of  the  charitable  institutions  of  the  city  for  the 
purposes  of  consultation  only,  but  who  was  also  supplied 
with  medicine,  although  he  had  not  asked  for  it.  A  conversa- 
tion took  place,  in  which  numerous  in.stances  of  a  similar 
character  were  given,  and  the  discussion  of  the  subject  was 
deferred  until  next  meeting. 

The  propriety  of  holding  a  dinner  was  suggested,  and  the 
matter  was  remitted  to  a  committee  with  powers. 

It  was  agreed  to  subscribe  two  guineas  from  the  funds  of 
the  Association  to  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and  one  guinea  to 
the  Orphan  Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ;  and  after 
thanks  had  been  given  to  the  Society  for  the  use  of  their 
rooms,  the  meeting  terminated. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

At  last  week's  meeting,  held  at  33  York  Place  on 
December  12,  Mr.  J.  Rutheefoed  Hill  read  a  series  of 
notes,  the  first  of  which  was  a  reply  to  the  question, 

What  is  Pharmacy  ? 

He  quoted  several  authorities,  and  stated  that  in  the  widest 
sense  "  pharmacy "  includes  chemistry,  botany,  materia 
medica,  galenical  pharmacy,  and  the  art  of  dispensing  ;  and 
the  practice  of  pharmacy  may  be  regarded  as  the  making  of 
ofiicial  or  pharmacopoeial  preparations  of  drugs,  and  the 
dispensing  of  these  on  the  order  of  a  medical  practitioner. 
In  connection  with  the  practice  as  a  trade,  he  said :  There 
can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  fact  that  the  dispensing  of  all 


prescriptions  should  be  limited  to  properly  qualified  persons. 
It  would  not  be  reasonable  to  prevent  the  manufacture  of 
galenicals  by  wholesale  makers.  But  there  is  very  strong 
ground  for  saying  that  the  supplying  of  all  galenicals  by 
retail  to  the  general  public  should  be  entrusted  to  properly 
qualified  persons.  The  public  has  not  the  necessary  technical 
knowledge  and  experience  to  protect  themselves  in  pur- 
chasing these  preparations,  which  so  closely  affect  public 
health.  It  is,  therefore,  not  unreasonable  to  suggest  that 
the  State  should  take  necessary  means  to  secure  their  dis- 
tribution by  competent  persons.  That  is  to  say,  a  grocer 
might  sell  Epsom  salts  or  senna-leaves,  but  it  is  not 
expedient  that  he  should  sell  black  draught  or  syrup  of 
senna.    His  next  note  was  on 

SUBACETATE  OF  LEAD  AND  GLYCERIN  OF  BORAX. 

The  following  prescription  was  brought  to  his  notice: — 

(1)  (2) 

Liq.  plumbi  subaoet.  ...       ...    Jj.   or  5vj. 

Glycerin,  boraci^     ...       ...       ...  or  5]. 

Aquam  ad    or  giv. 

Ft.  lotio. 

The  prescription  varies.  In  the  first  form  when  the 
ingredients  are  mixed  the  lotion  is  perfectly  clear,  and 
remains  so  ander  ordinary  conditions  for  several  days.  The 
lotion  is  intended  for  application  in  cases  of  eczema.  If  the 
clear  liquid  is  applied  it  causes  irritation,  whereas  the  inten- 
tion of  the  prescriber  is  to  secure  a  soothing  effect.  For  this 
purpose  it  is  necessary  to  induce  chemical  change  with  pro- 
duction of  insoluble  borate  of  lead  in  a  finely  divided  state. 
In  aqueous  solution  borax  and  lead  subacetate  react  instantly, 
but  the  glycerin  in  this  lotion  retards  chemical  change.  The 
mixture  must  therefore  be  heated,  when  it  becomes  milky. 
The  second  proportions  give  much  the  best  results  from  a 
therapeutic  point  of  view,  a  fine  creamy  lotion  being 
obtained  which  has  a  very  soothing  effect. 

Mr.  Hill  next  read  a  note  on 

Tincture  of  Kino. 

He  has  previously  stated  that  gelatinisation  of  this  tincture 
is  due  to  loss  of  menstruum  by  evaporation.  He  submitted 
proof  of  this  in  a  sample  which  had  been  allowed  to 
spontaneously  evaporate,  when  it  became  a  jelly  insoluble 
in  alcohol  and  water.  The  same  tincture  kept  in  a  bottle 
was  still  strongly  astringent,  but  the  jelly  had  lost  all 
astringency.  Apparently  some  change  had  taken  place  in 
the  kino.  Though  the  tincture  contains  about  1  in  7  of 
glycerin,  the  jelly  had  been  attacked  by  Penicillium 
glaucum. 

Mr.  Hill  exhibited  and  described  the  indenture  of  Patrick 
Meek  as  an  apprentice  to  Thomas  Arnot,  chyrurgeon  apothe- 
cary, at  Perth,  in  1720.  The  apprenticeship  was  for  three 
years,  and  the  premium  to  be  paid  "  Five  Hundred  Merks 
Scots  "  (about  25?.).  He  was  to  reside  with  his  master,  who 
provided  bed  and  board,  while  his  mother  was  held  bound  to 
provide  clothing.  The  apprentice  was  held  bound  to 
abstain  from  all  profane  and  idle  company  and  card-playing, 
and  go  to  church  with  his  master  each  Lord's  day.  Mr. 
Hill  also  exhibited  and  described  an  old  prescription,  pill- 
machine,  and  other  relics,  sent  by  Mr.  Spence,  Linlithgow, 
from  the  old  pharmacy  of  David  Waldie. 

Western  Chemists'  Association. 

The  attendance  at  the  meeting  in  the  Westbourne  Res- 
taurant, Craven  Road,  W.,  on  December  19,  was  above  the 
average,  and  included  five  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council — Messrs.  C.  B.  Allen,  Glyn-Jones,  Harrington,  Hills, 
and  Wootton.  The  President  (Mr.  H.  Cracknell)  was  in  the 
chair,  and  first  submitted  proposals  that  the  rules  be  altered 
so  that  the  committee  of  the  Association  consist  of  eleven 
members  instead  of  fifteen  as  formerly,  and  that  there  be 
only  one  hon.  secretary  in  future  in  place  of  two.  These 
were  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  the  President,  after 
thanking  the  members  for  electing  him  as  their  head, 
opened  a  discussion  on  the 

Draft  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  Bill  was,  he  said,  on  the  whole  a  good  one,  and  as 
much  as  could  be  expected  in  the  face  of  the  strenuous 
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opposition  which  ^ould  be  brought  to  bear  on  it,  especially. 
Clause  4.         _^  .  ■'  J, 

After  the  President  sat  down,  members  were  a  little  shyTTf 
the  subject/and  it  was  not  till  Mr.  Parker  broke  the  ice 
that  anything  definite  was  put  forward.  Mr.  Parker,  after 
deploring  the  present  tendency  of  pharmacy  to  drift  more 
and  more  into  commercialism,  and  touching  llightly  on  the 
troubles  arising  from  errant  errand-boys,  improperly 
trained  apprentices,  imperfectly  educated  prescribers, 
and  the  impracticability  of  the  new  Pharmacopojia, 
said  the  draft  Bill  more  nearly  realised  what  they  wanted 
than  any  suggestion  which  had  ever  before  been  put  forward, 
and  he  gave  it  his  hearty  support,  although  he  would  have 
preferred  to  have  seen  a  clause  restricting  the  compounding 
of  medical  prescriptions  to  qualified  men.  He  would  also 
make  the  qualified  manager  of  a  business  responsible  for  the 
registration  both  of  himself  and  the  business  which  he 
managed.  He  would  also  like  to  see  a  corporate  body 
defined. 

Mr.  Barnett  agreed  that  it  was  a  good  measure,  but 
wanted  it  to  be  made  compulsory  for  a  poison -label  to  bear  the 
address  of  the  actual  shop  where  it  was  obtained. 

Mr.  Andrews  agreed  with  Mr.  Parker  as  to  compounding. 
He  was  glad  to  see  registration,  which  was  first  suggested  at 
their  Association  by  Mr.  Parker,  included.  He  was  pessi- 
mistic, however,  regarding  Clause  4.  He  thought  it  would 
be  impossible,  in  face  of  the  great  opposition  which  would 
be  brought  forward,  to  carry  that  clause,  and  he  would  like 
to  see  it  deleted.  He  drew  attention  to  the  Bill  proposed  by 
Mr.  Abraham,  of  Liverpool  (C  i^'  D  ,  December  15,  page  949), 
and  much  approved  it. 

Mr.  Warren,  although  averse  to  the  regulation  of  stores, 
approved  generally  of  the  Bill,  and  particularly  of  Clause  7 
— the  reciprocity  clause. 

Mr.  Hick  thought  if  Clause  4  were  deleted  the  Bill  would 
not  be  worth  keeping.  He  also  would  have  liked  to  have 
Ee;n  compounding  included,  and  the  penalty  in  Clause  2 
raised  from  5^.  to  201.  He  thought  the  onus  of  registration 
should  rest  on  the  person  to  be  registered,  and  not  on  the 
registrar,  and  commended  the  Imperial  clause. 

Mr.  Bright  said  registration  was  a  good  thing,  and  at  a 
later  stage  suggested  that  a  strong  point  in  favour  of  the 
qualified  director  instead  of  the  qualified  manager  was  that 
a  qualified  director  would  be  more  likely  to  see  that 
the  galenicals  were  of  proper  strength  and  composition, 
whereas  a  qualified  manager  would  merely  have  to  take  and 
sell  such  pharmaceutical  preparations  as  his  unqualified 
masters  might  consider  most  profitable. 

The  qualified  approval  of  Mr.  Gaubert  having  also  been 
obtained, 

The  President  called  on  the 

Council  Members. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  pointed  out  that  the  Society  have  already 
the  power  to  prosecute  if  a  poison-label  does  not  contain  the 
proper  address,  and  several  penalties  had  been  exacted 
during  the  past  year  for  that  very  offence. 

Mr.  Walter  Hills  reviewed  the  history  of  the  Bill,  and 
said  the  aim  of  the  Council  had  been  to  make  it  patent  that 
the  actual  owners  of  pharmacies  should  be  registered 
persons,  and  that  position  would  be  maintained  when  the 
Legislature  was  approached  on  the  subject.  He  was  entirely 
at  one  with  the  various  speakers  on  the  question  of  com- 
pounding, but  he  had  found  that  the  subject  had  not  been 
taken  up  with  any  enthusiasm  by  the  trade  when  put  forward 
before.  With  regard  to  the  definition  of  a  corporate  body, 
the  Council  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  very  much 
better  not  to  define  exactly  what  a  corporate  body  was  for 
the  present,  but  it  might  be  taken  that,  broadly,  corporate 
bodies  were  such  as  were  registered  under  the  Limited 
Liability  Acts.  Clause  7  the  Council  looked  upon  as  the 
only  feasible  way  of  meeting  the  question  of  reciprocity,  and 
it  would  be  noted  that  the  clause  did  not  make  a  curriculum 
obligatory,  but  merely  gave  the  Society  power  to  frame  a 
clause  to  that  end. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton  was  afraid  that  Mr.  Andrews  had 
taken  rather  a  wrong  view  of  the  purpose  of  the  Bill. 
Its  special  aim  was  to  deal  with  corporate  bodies,  and  if 
Clause  4  were  left  out  the  essential  principle  of  the  whole 
measure  would  be  gone.  The  policy  which  the  Council  had 
followed  was  based  on  the  principle  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 


1838,  that  a  qualified  proprietor  must  be  the  owner  of  the 
business,  and  the  directors  in  every  company  are  the  persons 
who  stand  in  the  position  of  proprietors  of  the  concern.  Both 
the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  late  Lord  Herschell  had  said 
that  the  condition  of  pharmacy  as  carried  on  by  com- 
panies is  an  anomaly.  The  Lord  Chancellor  had  also 
laid  down  that  the  qualified  manager  is  not,  and 
can  never  be,  the  real  controller  of  a  business.  Mr.  Abra- 
hams's  Bill  was  very  logical,  but  so  logical  that  it  threw  away 
the  Pharmacy  Act  entirely.  He  would  have  a  qualified 
manager  only,  but  if  it  was  recognised  that  a  company  could 
carry  on  business  with  a  qualified  manager,  any  unqualified 
trader  might  do  the  same.  ^He  (Mr.  Wootton)  thought  they 
ought  to  fight  against  any  such  principle.  He  thought  the 
addition  of  a  compounding  clause  would,  not  be  much 
gain  to  the  chemist.  They  could  not  prevent  doctors  from 
dispensing,  but  if  this  was  entrusted  to  their  housekeepers 
or  other  servants  much  longer  something  might  even  be 
done  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  also  thought  Clause  4  the  essential  part 
of  the  Bill.  The  directors  were  supposed  to  be  the  brains  of 
a  corporate  body,  and  the  brains  should  have  no  difiiculty  in 
obtaining  the  requisite  qualification.  He  believed  witUx.the 
late  Lord  Chief  Justice  that  any  man  who  acted  as  the 
director  of  a  company  should  have  a  competent  knowledge 
of  the  business  he  was  directing.  A  dispensing  clause 
would  meet  with  the  opposition  of  a  great  body  of 
the  medical  profession,  and  there  would  be  quite 
enough  opposition  to  cope  with  without  that. 
Besides,  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  prove  who  was  the 
compounder  of  a  prescription,  even  if  they  had  such  powers. 
He  would  throw  the  onus  of  the  registration  of  the  shop 
entirely  upon  the  honcl-Jide  owner.  He  thought  everyone 
who  read  the  Bill  would  own  that  if  it  passed  it  would  greatly 
improve  the  condition  of  pharmacy. 

The  President  then  moved  :  — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Western  Chemists'  Association  (of 
Loudon)  approves  generally  of  the  Draft  Pharmacy  Bill  adopted  by 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on  December  5. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Woesley,  and  carried  unani- 
mously. 
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tTbe  pbarmaceutical  Bviari?. 


The  Sulphur  Bird. 

Indigenous  to  Yorkshire,  but  acclimatised  in  Scotland  in 
the  shadow  of  Edinburgh  Castle.  It  is  one  of  those  com- 
paratively rare  British  pharmaceutical  birds,  Similia 
shnilihus,  var.  Omantur.  This  specimen  of  the  bird  is  noted 
for  its  enterprise  in  laying.  Its  eggs  show  all  the  charac- 
teristics of  sulphur,  and  have  the  remarkable  property  of 
spiriting  away  rheumatic  pains  when  held  in  the  hand  or 
worn  in  the  stocking.  Tt  has  laid  40,000  of  them  (at  l^-. 
each),    ■^ood.  Pottage — of  course. 


.eraonalities. 


Me.  p.  F.  Perredes  reminds  us  that  he  was  not  a  Bell 
Scholar.  We  should  have  said  that  he  is  a  Pharmaceutical 
Society  Silver  Medallist. 

Mr.  Arthur  T.  Gunnell,  lately  representative  for  Aerators 
(Limited),  is  now  representing  Messrs.  R.  Ferber  &;  Co., 
■wholesale  druggists,  London,  in  the  North  of  Eugland,  and 
Scotland. 

Mr.  Edward  Evans,  jun.,  J.P.,  has  accepted  the  invitation 
of  the  junior  members  of  the  Liberal  party  in  Liverpool  to 
dine  with  them  on  December  20,  at  the  Junior  Reform  Club. 
Captain  Denton,  C.C.,  will  preside. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Knight,  chemist  and  druggist,  452  Edgware 
Road,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  St.  Marylebone  Borough 
Council.  Amongst  his  supporters  ;were  Lord  Farqubar,  the 
Earl  of  Hardwicke,  Sir  S  Scott,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Hyslop. 

On  December  15,  Mr.  George  Baxter,  town  representative 
of  Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists, 
Edinburgh,  was  presented  by  his  fellow  employes  with  a 
handsome  silver  tea-service  on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage. 

Alderman  Jonathan  Phillips,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Wigan,  has  been  re-elected  Vice-Chairman  (for  the 
third  time)  of  the  Joint  Committee  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  the  Rivers-pollution  Prevention  Act  in  relation  to  parts  of 
the  River  Rlbble. 

Mr.  John  C.  Hewlett,  F.C.S.,  of  Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  & 
Son,  sailed  this  week  per  s.s.  Cuzco,  on  a  business  tour 
through  South  France  and  Italy.  Letters  may  be  addressed 
up  to  January  5  c/o  Messrs.  W.  J.  Turner  &  Co.,  64  Santa 
Lucia,  Naples,  and  afterwards  c/o  Messrs.  Sebasti  &  Reali, 
20  Piazza  di  Spagua,  Rome. 


We  regret  to  hear  that  Mr.  Eustace  H.  Gane,  of  New  Yori», 
was,  on  December  11,  seriously  ill  with  typhoid  fever.  Mr. 
Gane  was  a  Bell  Scholar  in  1891,  and  carried  c^Pfour  medals 
during  the  1892  session,  as  well  as  the  Pha%naceutical 
Society's  silver  medal.  He  thereafter  acted  as  ^sistant  to 
Professor  Attfield,  and  was  temporarily  on  our  editorial  staff 
in  1894,  after  which  he  proceeded  to  Ne\^*^Brk  to  take 
up  an  appointment  with  Messrs.  McKesson  &  Robtfins. 


Qtices  are  inserted  free  in  this  section  if  properly  authenticated. 

i   

VTe.  a.  L.  Thompson,  chemist,  Dover,  has  opened  a  branch 
Folkestone  Road,  Dover, 

Ir.  H.  H.  Hughes,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  started 
-iness  at  Richmond  Road,  East  Twickenham,  S.W. 

Messes.  Timothy  White  (Limited)  have  opened  a 
branch-pharmacy  at  49  High  Street,  Margate. 

Me.  C.  W.  Austen,  chemist.  High  Street,  Weybridge, 
has  opened  a  branch  at  Shepperton,  adjoining  the  station. 

Mr.  a.  H.  Benson  has  opened  a  new  branch-shop  in  King 
Street,  Wigan.  It  is  very  talstefully  designed,  and  has  been 
fitted  by  local  workmen. 

Mr.  C.  Benson  has  bought  the  business  of  Mr.  F.  H. 
Davies,  at  38  Hindman's  Road,  Upland  Road,  East  Dulwich, 
and  will  carry  it  on  as  Davies's  Drug-stores. 

A  NEW  pharmacy  has  been  opened  at  Bromley  (Kent)  in 
connection  with  Howard's  Stores  (Limited),  which  carries 
on  a  combination  of  businesses  in  the  town. 

Mr.  Harwood,  chemist,  69  New  Road,  Woolwich,  S.E., 
has  removed  to  73  New  Road,  Woolwich,  these  more  com- 
modious premises  being  specially  refitted  throughout. 

The  P.A.T.A.  Secretary  has  received,  through  Messrs. 
Franc^    Newbery  &  Sons,  the  P.A.T.A.  wholesale  and  retail 
snts   signed  by  Day's  Southern  and  Metropolitan 
bmpanies  (Ijimited). 

luGH  G.  Wallace,  who  for  the  last  four  years  has 
th  Mr.  T.  A.  White,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Southsea, 
as  manager  of  his  Fawcett  Road  branch,  has  purchased  the 
business  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Loam,  chemist.  Bridge  Gate,  Howden, 
Yorks. 

A  VERY  handsome  pharmacy  of  modern  design  has  been 
opened  at  6  Market  Street,  Wigan,  by  Messrs.  R.  B.  Scott 
and  Jas.  P.  Worthington,  under  the  title  of  Scott  & 
Worthington,  Mr.  Scott  having  vacated  the  shop  he  had 
until  recently  at  46  Market  Street.  The  shop  is  that 
exhibited  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  at  the 
Chemists'  Exhibition,  Manchester,  this  year. 


French  Duties  on  Colonial  Produce. — As  is  generally 
known,  the  application  of  the  maximum  tariff  upon  colonial 
produce  from  countries  not  enjoying  most-favoured-nation 
treatment  comes  into  operation  on  January  1,  1901,  but  the 
British  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Paris,  in  their  monthly 
circular,  state  that  the  whole  subject  will  probably  be 
discussed  again  by  the  French  Parliament  at  an  early  date. 

An  Optical  Department. — Messrs.  W.  E.  Smith  &  Co., 
of  Mount  Road,  Madras,  have  addtd  an  optical  department 
to  their  business.  Mr.  W.  D.  Smith,  when  recently  in 
London,  engaged  the  services  of  a  cDmpetent  qualified 
optician,  who  has  undtigone  an  examination  by  Surgeon 
Lieut.-Colonel  Drake-Brockman,  late  of  the  local  Government 
Ophthalmic  Hospital,  before  his  appointment. 

Trade  with  Khorassan. — The  report  on  trade  and  com- 
merce with  Khorassan  in  1899-1900  shows  an  increase  in  the 
imports  from  India  of  18,771^.  over  the  previous  year's  figures, 
and  the  imports  from  Russian  territory  increased  by  15,385Z. 
There  was  a  satisfactory  increase  in  the  imports  from  India 
of  both  black  and  green  teas.  The  custom  of  drinking  tea 
is  on  the  increase  in  Khorassan.  Imports  of  indigo  de- 
creased, and  those  of  coffee  increased. 
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®b5ervation0  anb  IRcflectione. 

By  Xrayser. 

The  Reception  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  is  hopeful, 
even  though  it  may  not  be  notable  for  enthusiasm.  I  have 
carefully  read  all  the  criticisms  of  the  draft  which  were  pub- 
lished last  week,  and  have  been  particularly  struck  with 
their  fairness  and  intelligence.  The  principle  and  policy 
of  the  drafted  proposal  are  evidently  appreciated,  and  seem 
likely  to  ba  accepted  by  pharmacists ;  alleged  faults  of 
detail,  which  it  is  most  desirable  should  be  pointed  out, 
furnish  most  of  the  unfavourable  comments.  We  ought  to 
know  by  the  end  of  January  whether  this  is  a  measure 
which  the  trade  will  unite  in  demanding.  If  we  get  to  that 
point,  it  will  be  possible  to  proceed  on  the  hardest  stage  of 
the  journey.  If  we  do  not,  it  will  be  wiser  to  drop  our  com- 
plainings, make  the  best  of  the  position  in  which  we  find 
ourselves,  and  try  our  hardest  to  make  a  living  out  of  the 
business  as  we  find  it. 

*  *  *  * 

A  Frequently  Urged  Objection  to  the  Bill  is  the 
absence  of  any  provision  to  restrict  the  dispensing  of 
physicians'  prescriptions  to  qualified  persons.  Mr.  Abraham, 
whose  draft  Bill  was  submitted  to  the  Liverpool  Chemists' 
Association  before  the  publication  of  the  official  one,  will 
certainly  regard  the  latter  as  defective  on  this  account,  and 
the  author  of  the  Dewsbury  draft  apparently  holds  the  same 
view.  The  Manchester  chemists  have  also  recorded  their 
opinion  that  this  matter  should  bs  dealt  with.  That  a  clause 
requiring  qualification  on  the  part  of  anyone  who  holds 
himself  out  to  the  public  as  a  dispenser  of  medical  prescrip- 
tions would  be  to  the  public  advantage  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  and  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  it  would  be  strongly 
resisted  in  Parliament.  But  unless  it  could  be  made  to 
cover  the  unqualified  dispensing  in  private  surgeries  it  would 
not  be  worth  going  for,  either  for  the  public  benefit  or  for 
that  of  chemists.  From  the  latter  point  of  view  there  is 
nothing  in  it.  Dispensing  by  doctors  would  have  to  be 
allowed,  and  so  would  dispensing  in  pharmacies  owned  by 
companies.    Who  else  does  any  ? 

*•  *  *  * 

Mr.  Abraham's  Bill  is  a  stfp  too  logical.  He  frankly 
accepts  the  position  which  companies  have  created  for 
themselves  in  defiance  of  the  spirit  of  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
and  would  legalise  it ;  but  if  an  unqualified  company  may 
carry  on  the  business  of  pharmacy  with  the  aid  of  a  qualified 
manager,  why  should  not  any  firm  or  partnership  do  the 
same  ?  asks  Mr.  Abraham  ;  and  he  proposes  that  any  firm 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  carry  on  the  business  of  pharmacy  just 
as  a  registered  company  may  if  only  a  qualified  ina,nager 
is  employed.  That  is  reasonable,  no  doubt;  but  why 
unqualified  individuals  are  not  admitted  to  the  same 
privilege  I  cannot  understand.  Let  them  all  come.  A 
few  William  Whiteleys  and  a  score  of  Israelites  could 
easily  run  British  pharmacy,  and  it  will  be  for  them  to 
regulate  the  value  of  the  qualification.  That  is  what  Mr. 
Abraham's  scheme  would  come  to.  Surely  the  Council's 
attempt  to  maintain  the  principle  of  qualified  proprietorship 
through  the  directors  of  companies  is  better  worth  fighting 
for  than  this. 

*  *  ♦  * 

The  Phrase  "  Open  Shop,"  Mr.  C.  C.  Bell  implies,  has  a 
definite  legal  meaning  which  covers  any  number  of  shops. 
I  have  the  same  impression,  but  I  know  of  no  authority  for 
it.  Mr.  Bell  is  always  so  careful  in  his  references  that  I  do 
not  doubt  he  has,  and  I  hope  he  will  quote  it.  In  any  case, 
I  agree  with  him  that  the  words  "  or  shops  "  in  Clause  1  of 
the  draft  Bill  are  superfluous.  An  unregistered  person  sued 
for  keeping  open  shop  could  hardly  argue  as  a  defence  that 
he  kept  two  or  six  open  shops.    But  the  Bill  is  full  of  these 


redundancies.  Old  statutes  were  crowded  with  them,  and 
amateurs  fancy  that  by  adopting  them  they  have  caught  the 
knack  of  drafting.  What,  for  instance,  is  the  effect  of  the 
italicised  words  in  the  following  quotations? — "Each  and 
every  shop  " ;  "  the  actual  j'frsonal  control  of  a  registered 
pi  rson  "  ;  "the  artiicd  control";  "a  penalty  or  sum  of  5/." 
These  samples  are  all  quoted  from  Clause  1.  I  do  not 
admire  the  expression  ■•  corporate  body  ''  as  used  in  Clause  2, 
but  it  is  better  than  ■■  limited  company,"  which  is  the  term 
u-ed  in  the  schedule.  Incorporated  companies  are  not 
all  "  limited."  One  of  the  large  London  stores  with  a  drug 
department  was  for  some  years  on  the  register  as  an  un- 
limited company.  The  expression  "public  university  or 
kindred  institutions"  in  Clause  7  is  aLso  absurdly  vague. 
Would  the  South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  for  example, 
come  within  the  meaning  of  this  phrase  ? 

*  *  *  * 

Plaintiffs  anjj  Defendants  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  seem  to  be  changing  roles.  Until  lately 
it  was  the  latter  who  usually  let  judgment  go  by  default. 
Now,  with  the  aid  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary 
and  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association,  it  is  the  defendant 
who  does  the  talking  and  the  prosecution  which  is  speechless. 
The  magnesia  ponderosa  case  at  Portsmouth  is  difficult  to 
understand  from  the  report.  "  You  asked  this  chemist  for 
magnesia  ponderosa,"  said  the  Chairman,  "  but  don't  you 
see  he  distinctly  labelled  the  article  best  magnesia  !  How 
does  it  support  your  case  to  say  he  supplied  magnesia 
carbonas  ponderosa  1  "  It  reads  like  an  extract  from  "  Alice 
in  Wonderland."  Of  course,  it  was  the  man  who  wrote  for 
magnesia  ponderosa  who  muddled  everybody,  but  it  would 
not  be  in  the  best  interest  of  pharmacy  that  we  should  have 
a  "  commercial  standard "  for  medicines  overruling  the 
Pharmacopccia  standard. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Revelations  from  Doctors'  Dispensaries,  given 
on  page  941  of  last  week's  C.  S;  B.,  would  be  thrilling  read- 
ing for  patients  if  they  could  be  made  to  digest  and  com- 
prehend them.  "I  want  2  gr.  of  acetate  of  morphia  in  a 
mixture,"  said  the  Sheffield  doctor  to  his  unqualified  dis- 
penser. "Oh,  and  what  preparation  of  atropine  have  we 
got !  "  "  One  in  a  hundred,"  says  the  dispenser.  "  Put  me 
up  two-hundredths  of  that,"  says  the  doctor,  as  he  hurries 
away  to  speak  to  someone  on  the  telephone.  That  airy 
way  of  prescribiriL;-  poisons  was  terrifying  enough,  but  there 
was  worse  to  come.  The  doctor  came  back  to  his  dispensary, 
and  found  an  unlabelled  poison-bottle  on  the  counter,  asked 
no  questions,  tut  jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  the 
morphia-mixture.  The  unqualified  dispenser — who,  it  is  only 
charitable  to  believe,  had  but  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the 
nature  of  the  medicines  he  was  handling- — had  mixed  the 
two  poisons  in  the  one  bottle,  left  the  deadly  mixture  with- 
out any  label,  and  apparently  had  gone  away.  Death  from 
misadventure  was  the  jury's  verdict !  Surely  this  is  not  to 
be  the  end  of  such  marvellous  fatuity  as  the  evidence 
revealed.  I  would  rather  have  an  enemy  consciously  plotting 
my  death  than  a  doctor  with  a  dispensing  department  con- 
ducted like  this.  I  might  protect  myself  against  the  former, 
but  I  could  not  be  on  my  guard  against  the  latter. 

*  *  ♦  * 

In  the  Manchester  Ca.se  no  fatality  was  due  to  in- 
accurate dispensing,  but  the  Manchester  public  ought  to 
know  the  risks  they  are  running,  especially  if.  as  the  doctor 
suggests,  he  is  only  following  the  usual  practice.  This  man 
had  four  surgeries,  and  a  housekeeper  at  each  of  them.  The 
housekeepers  apparently  did  his  dispensing,  or,  as  occurred 
in  the  case  inquired  into,  deputed  it  to  someone  else,  which, 
in  the  case  in  question,  was  the  housekeeper's  17-year-old 
daughter.  With  a  staff  of  this  character,  the  prospects  of 
the  doctor's  patients  are  by  no  means  improved  by  the  fact 
that  he  sometimes  transmits  his  prescriptions  by  telephone. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  his  methods  are  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  General  Medical  Council,  who  will  thus  have 
another  opportunity  of  affirming  their  confidence  in  the 
"  responsibility  of  the  practitioner"  as  "the  best  protection 
of  the  public  from  dispensing  accidents."  I  suppose  there 
is  no  fear  of  these  reports  being  overlooked  by  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  inquire  into  the 
dispensing  practices  of  this  country. 
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SANITAS 

DISINFECTANTS 

ABSOLUTELY 

NON-POISOi«OUS 

and  may  therefore  be  retailed  ft*ee  of 
all  restrictions'. 


THE  '^SANITAS"  CO,  Ld,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON, 

Manufacturers  of  all  lands  of 
DISINFECTANTS  and  SANITARY  APPLIANCES. 

■01 


TKerfoot  e.'Co 
London  ©-Manchester 


Laboratories, 

ASHTOH  -  UNDER -LVHE:, 


66 


99 


Can  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &o.,  in  2-oz,  Tins,  7d-i 
and  in  4-oz.  tins  Is. 


obtained  from  all 

y  ^^^'^^^    Chemists,  Grocers,  &c.,  in  2-oz.  Tins, 

*     ^-""■'^''^  7 d.,  and  in  4-oz.  tins,  Is. 

SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO  NELS'>N,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  LG, 


PATENTS,    DESIGNS,  AND 
TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  ot 
the  Society  at  reasonable  charges.  Begistiations 
throughout  the  world.  Aavice  as  to  infringements 
preliminary  to  litigation. 

TRADE  MARK  PROTECTION  SOCEETI, 


PUREST  m  ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA.   POTASH,  LEMONADE, 
GINGER  ALE,  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Oases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 

R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Analysis,  &c.,  on 
Application. 


WATERS 


West  End  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W 
And  of  aU  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c. 


STRONG 

AND 


■JARMTEEI 


Built 

ON  A 

SOLID 


Stable^lenica^  Base. 

[VANS:CADD" 


?«/STOL&EXEII 


TisH  pharmacop(e!a: 


Ebitoinal  Comments 


Bankruptcy  of  Aliens. 

The  decision  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  appeal  by  the 
creditors  of  the  Charles  A.  Vogeler  Company  at  first  sight 
looks  disastrous  to  indigenous  trade  interests,  for  it  seems 
that  a  foreign  corporation  or  person  doing  business  here 
through  an  agent,  in  all  respects  like  an  English  citizen, 
cannot  be  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  our  bankruptcy 
courts.  This  is  not  so  in  reality,  however,  and  the  alarm 
which  has  been  expressed  in  regard  to  this  particular  failure, 
and  its  efi'ect  upon  business  generally,  arose  from  the  nature 
of  the  proceedings  taken  by  the  trustee  of  the  estate  in 
Baltimore.  He  wished  to,  and  presumably  did,  divert  the 
moneys  held  by  the  company's  agent  in  London,  whereupon 
creditors  here  applied  for  an  order  in  bankruptcy,  which  was 
refused  on  the  ground  that  the  individuals  constituting  the 
company  were  not,  and  never  had  been,  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court,  and  their  agent's  conduct  in  the  matter  did  not 
constitute  an  act  of  bankruptcy.  This  decision  the 
Court  of  Appeal  and  the  House  of  Lords,  following  pre- 
cedents, have  upheld.  It  does  not  appear  what  advantage 
would  have  been  gained  by  making  the  company  bankrupt 
here  ;  there  is  certainly  nothing  to  be  gained  by  double 
legal  expenses,  which  would  inevitably  have  followed.  For 
the  sake  of  international  equity  in  business  matters  it  is 
obviously  desirable  that  when  baokruptcy  proceedings  are 
initiated  in  the  country  of  a  business  house's  origin,  such 
proceedings  should  not  be  repeated  in  every  country  where 
the  house  may  have  an  agent  and  goods  or  property.  As?  Lord 
Brampton  (who  is  still  better  kno^vn  as  Jastice  Hawkins) 
remarked,  the  Yogeler  Company  "  became  indebted  in 
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England,  and  were  possessed  of  goo^s  which  were  within 
the  jurisdiction,  and  they  might  be  sued  to  judgment, 
and  execution  might  be  levied  upon  such  goods."  This  is  a 
power  which  might  advantageously  b5  taken  in  some  cases, 
but  generally,  and  as  in  the  Vogeler  case,  it  is  better  to 
go  in  the  swim,  and  await  the  arrangement  or  realisation 
provided  through  the  foreign  courts.  The  decision  will 
naturally  attract  the  attention  of  all  who  do  business  with 
foreign  persons  or  corporations.  It  does  not  alter  the 
question  of  credit.  Everyone  must  judge  for  himself,  and 
through  such  sources  of  information  as  are  available,  of  the 
likelihood  of  his  being  paid  forgood?  supplied  to  those  whose 
headquarters  are  abroad.  To  goods  supplied  for  export  the 
case  does  not  apply — only  for  such  as  are  sold  and  delivered 
in  England.  Then  comes  the  question.  Is  the  receiver  of  the 
goods  principal  or  agent  ?  If  principal,  he  is  amenable  to 
our  bankruptcy  laws  like  any  other  resident  of  the  CJuntry. 
If  an  agent  acting  under  due  legal  authority,  the  place  of 
business  which  he  conducts  is  the  property  of  his  principal, 
and  it  is  the  principal  whi  must  commit  the  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy in  this  country.  Now,  there  are  in  London  many 
branches  of  foreign  houses  which  come  exactly  within  the 
Vogeler  Company  category.  Their  principals  are  not 
domiciled  in  England,  yet  their  places  of  business  are  for  all 
purposes  of  buying  and  selling  as  indigenous  as  if  they  were 
owned  by  Englishmen.  Some  are  corporations  registered  in 
their  country  of  origin  and  not  registered  here.  WQat  is  to 
be  done  with  them  ?  Lord  Brampton's  hint  gives  the 
solution.  If  an  execution  against  such  a  firm  has  been 
levied  in  London,  for  example,  by  seizure  of  their  goods  in 
London,  under  process  in  an  action  in  any  court,  or  in  any 
proceeding  in  the  High  Court,  and  the  goods  have  either 
been  sold,  or  held  by  the  sheriff  for  twenty-one  days,  this 
constitutes  an  aot  of  bankruptcy,  and  the  property  and  other 
estate  in  this  country  may  thereupon  be  administered  or 
realised  as  the  law  provides.  This  might  have  b3en  tried 
in  the  Vogeler  cxs°.  but  it  wa^  not,  and  the  Courts  have  held 
that  the  only  act  of  bankruptcy  was  committed  in  Baltimore. 
It  should  bs  understood  that  the  English  agent  of  a  foreign 
principal  has  no  right  to  pledge  the  credit  of  his  principal, 
and  he  is  responsible  personally  for  goods  which  he 
purchases ;  but,  as  in  the  A'ogeler  case,  there  is  a  common 
understanding  that  the  goods  are  for  the  principal.  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  once  a  creditor  has  accepted  the 
principal  as  his  debtor,  he  cannot  shift  his  credit  to  the 
agent,  unless  some  previously  undiscovered  facts  are  brought 
to  light. 


Cheap  Patents. 

We  have  on  several  occasions  recently  called  attention 
to  the  oifers  of  patents  under  makers'  prices,  and  have 
suggested  that  in  some  instances  the  goods  have  not  been 
come  by  honestly.  In  this  connection  we  note  that  a 
circular  in  the  following  terms  has  recently  been  issued  by 
Mr.  John  Morgan  Richards  :— 

STOLEN  GOODS. 
Carter's  Little  Liver-pills. 

We  have  come  across  a  parcel  of  two  gross  of  Carter's  Little 
Liver-pills  (part  of  a  five-gross  lot)  which  we  believe  to  have  been 
stolen  from  some  wholesale  warehouse  between  the  dates 
October  19-November  15. 

This  circular  is  addressed,  without  distinction,  to  all  those  who 
have  purchased  direct  from  us  between  the  dates  given. 

If  any  firm  have  reason  to  think  they  have  sustained  such  loss, 
either  through  theft  or  "  long-firm  "  transactions,  they  are  invited 
to  address,  &c. 

We  quote  this  as  an  instance  of  the  discoveries  that  are 
occasionally  made  in  the  course  of  business.    Mr.  Richards, 


like  other  proprietary  manufacturers,  sometimes  finds  people 
in  the  market  underselling  him  in  his  own  goods.  When 
that  goes  on  buyers  wonder,  and  worry  the  manufacturers, 
but  on  inquiry  it  is  generally  found  that  tlie  goods  offered 
at  cut  prices  havs  bjan  obtained  in  a  dishonest  way. 

As  we  were  going  to  press  last  week  we  obtained  par- 
ticulars of  a  case,  niw  under  investigation,  in  whichever 
1001.  worth  of  patents  have  bjen  sold  at  "  cut "  wholesale 
rates  by  one  mm  during  the  year.  The  principal  purchasers 
(one  of  them  a  noted  cutter)  made  absolutely  no  inquiry 
regarding  the  origin  of  the  gooSs  ;  had  they  done  so,  as  was 
their  duty,  they  might  hive  assisted  in  detecting  a  system  of 
roguery  which  seems  likely  now  to  go  unpunished,  for  goods 
to  the  same  value  have  disappeared  from  a  wholesale  ware- 
house during  the  time.  This  is  a  fresh  instance  of  what  we 
have  before  mentioned  as  the  greatest  difficulty  in  thefts  of 
patents— viz  ,  to  get  the  complete  connection  between  the 
thief,  the  intermediary,  and  the  seller  of  the  goods  in  open 
market. 

In  fairness  to  our  subscribers,  we  may  state  that  since  we 
c  Dmmenced  to  publish  these  notes  not  a  single  instance  has 
been  mentioned  to  us  of  "  cheap  patents  "  having  been  come 
by  honestly,  nor  has  any  reasonable  explanation  been 
advanced  of  how  some  people  can  carry  on  business  of  this 
kind  continuously,  advertise,  and  make  a  living  by  the 
transactions  in  a  fair,  above-board  manner.  We  have  no 
objection  to  publish  any  explanation  of  the  kind.  AVe 
feel  that  it  is  not  Eoglish  to  treat  a  man  as  a  thief 
because  he  happens  to  sell  cheap,  but  there  are  circumstances 
which  warrant  the  strongest  suspicion,  and,  as  we  have 
already  explainei,  th  3  conditions  attending  numerous  sales 
of  the  kind  which  we  have  investigated  are  exactly  parallel 
to  those  which  have  ta'ijn  men  to  prison.  The  only  means 
which  patent-thieves  have  of  getting  rid  of  their  unlawful 
gains  is  to  sell  below  the  makers'  prices,  and  as  nobody  else 
ever  sells  on  these  terms,  we  feel  that  there  is  ground  for 
suspicion,  and  strongly  urge  our  subscribers  to  be  careful  in 
regard  to  such  goods.  The  best  way  of  dealing  with  such  offeifj 
is  to  make  the  bargain  and  get  the  goods,  but  before  paying 
the  money  the  makers  of  the  goods  should  be  consulted,  is 
they  are  frequently  able  by  means  of  private  marks  to  tell 
where  the  goods  went  to  from  their  warehouses.  In  the  case 
of  large  offers  this  precaution  is  especially  needful. 


The  Sale  of  Carbolic  Acid. 

That  the  scheluling  of  carbolic  acid  was  a  measure  for  the 
protec  ion  of  the  public  will  scarcely  be  denied  now  by  even 
the  most  sceptical.  From  inquiries  we  have  made,  it 
appears  that  eleven  cases  of  carbolic  poisoning  have 
occurred  in  the  metropolitan  area  since  the  regulations  came 
into  force,  only  four  of  which  proved  fatal.  These  were  in  the 
districts  of  Pimlico,  Hoxton,  Edmonton,  and  Southwark,  and 
the  others  requiring  merely  temporary  treatment  were  located 
in  Southwark  (3),  St.  Luke's  (2),  Paddington  and  Camber- 
well  one  each.  Moreover,  the  majority  of  the  cases  occurred 
before  the  oil-shop  keepers  and  others  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  regularly  supplying  the  acid  had  got  official  notice 
of  its  prohibition.  At  one  of  the  inquests  the  vendor  said 
that  he  had  received  no  notice,  and  should  continue  to  sell 
the  acid  until  he  was  officially  informed  that  the  sale  was 
illegal.  This  led  to  a  prompt  notification  by  the  vestries  in 
the  various  distiicts  of  the  pains  and  penalties  to  which 
the  vendor  was  liable  by  continuing  the  practice,  and 
the  statistics  seem  to  show  that  one  of  the  commonest  modes 
of  suicide  is  now  being  stamped  out.  the  figures  for  the 
three  months  previous  to  September  showing  that  carbolic  acid 
was  then  the  favourite  means  employed  to  end  life.    The  fact 
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that  the  sale  is  now  restricted  has  also  been  the  means  in 
several  cases  of  preventing  suicides  from  carrying  out  their 
intention,  and  in  two  cases  aS  least  oil-shop  keepers  have 
informed  the  police  of  their  suspicion  that  would-be 
customers  had  designs  on  their  lives.  These  surmises 
ultimately  proved  correct,  and  by  a  strict  watch  being  kept 
on  their  movements  they  were  prevented  from  carrying  out 
their  purpose.  The  efforts  in  the  provinces  have  apparently 
not  been  so  successful,  as  reports  from  most  of  the 
big  provincial  cities  and  towns  show  the  number  of 
carbolic  suicides  have  been  much  higher  than  in  London. 
It  is  evident,  however,  that  a  stricter  supervision  of  the  sale 
is  required,  for  at  an  inquest  held  on  Wednesday  in  South- 
wark  on  the  body  of  a  married  woman  who  poisoned  herself 
with  the  acid,  the  husband,  in  the  course  of  a  searching 
examination  by  the  Coroner  and  several  jurymen,  em- 
phatically declared  that,  although  carried  on  with  much 
greater  secrecy  than  heretofore,  the  traffic  in  carbolic  acid 
amongst  oil-shop  keepers  and  others  was  still  very  prevalent. 
The  acid  with  which  his  wife  had  poisoned  herself  was 
obtained  to  his  knowledge  within  the  past  fortnight,  and 
although  he  could  not  tell  definitely  from  whom  it  was 
obtained,  he  was  quite  certain  it  was  from  some  of  the  small 
shops  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  was  perfectly  well  known, 
he  asserted,  that  the  sale  was  prohibited,  but  a  large  siib-rosa 
traffic  was  still  being  done.  In  the  absence  of  inability  to 
locate  the  seller,  the  jury  added  a  rider  to  their  verdict  that 
if  it  could  be  proved  that  any  unqualified  dealer  was  selling 
carbolic  acid,  he  or  she  should  be  stringently  prosecuted. 


Cleaning  Surgical  Instruments. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  parts    of  hospital-dispensers' 
duties  is  to  devise  an  effective  means  of  cleaning  as  well  as 
sterilising  sharp  instruments  after  their  use  in  surgical 
operations.    We  are  therefore  interested  in  the  thesis  of  a 
young  Datch  surgeon,  Dr.  Jacques  H.  Polak,  of  Amsterdam, 
in  which  are  given  the  results  of  a  number  of  experi- 
ments made  by  him   with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the 
reliability  and  rapidity  of  the  action  of  various  methods 
of  sterilising.    Although  the   most  efficacious  method  is 
undoubtedly  that  of  boiling  the  instruments,  preferably 
in  a  2-per-ceut.  sodi-SDlution  in  a  closed  vessel,  there 
are  certain  objections  to  this  method,  he  says,  as  it  is 
apt  to  blunt  the  kesn  edges  of  knives,  or  the  sharp  points  of 
needles.    He  has  tried  absolute  and  dilate  alcohol,  carbolic 
acid  in  2  and  5  per  cent,  solutions,  formalin  in  the  propor- 
tion of  1  :  500  to  1  :  1,000,  and  spirit  of  soap.    Solutions  of 
mercuric  chloride  attack  the  instruments,  and  are  therefore 
unsatisfactory.  Professor  Straub,  of  Amsterdam,  has  adopted 
soap  spirit  as  a  disinfecting-agent  for  his  instruments  in  his 
practice,  with  most  satisfactory  results.    The  experiments 
were  made  with  nickel-silver  awls  infected  with  pus  swarm- 
ing with  staphylococcus ;  in  some  cases  the  awls  were 
infected  with   spores  of   anthrax.    The  awls  were  then 
placed  in  the  disinfecting-solution  for  periods  varying  from 
one  minute  to  three  hours,  and  subsequently  inserted  in 
agar  and  incubated.    Dr.  Polak  got  the  best  results  with 
spirit  of  soap,  which  killed  within  the  space  of  fifteen 
minutes  the  staphylococcus  pyogenes  dried  on  the  instru- 
ments.   The  spirit  has,  moreover,  a  valuable  mechanical 
action,  as  it  causes  the  pus  to  swell  and  thereby  become 
more  readily  detached.    Dr.  Polak  recommends  the  com- 
bined chemical  and  mechanical  treatment  of  the  instruments 
after  each  operation  by  first  placing  them  in  the  soap  spirit 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  rubbing  them  for  not  less 
than  half  a  minute  with  a  cloth  saturated  with  spirit  of  soap. 
It  is  desirable  to  place  the  instruments  again  in  the  soap- 
bath  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  immediately  before  an  opera- 


tion, and  either  dry  them  with  a  sterilised  linen  cloth,  or 
remove  the  soap  by  means  of  a  solution  of  alcohol  (50  per 
cent.),  or  a  sterilised  solution  of  boracic  acid.  Dr.  Polak 
used  two  varieties  of  spirit  of  soap,  one  consisting  of — 

Potash-soap    20    parts  by  weight 

Absolute  alcohol    29  „ 

Oil  of  lavender...       ...       ...  0'2  „ 

Water   50-8 

This  is  the  Dutch  Pharmacopoeia  formula,  and  the  other 
according  to  the  German  Pharmacopoeia  : — 

Potash-soip    15'4  parts  by  weight 

Absolute  aicoliol    42  8  „ 

Water  41-8  „ 

He  found  practically  no  difference  in  the  action  between 
them.    Eectified  spirit  will,  of  course,  suffice. 

CREDITOR  AS  PRINCIPAL. 

It  has  been  arranged  in  the  High  Court  that  a  creditor  of 
a  Cardiff  chemist  will  purchase  his  debtor's  stock-in-trade. 
Thereby  we  take  it  the  creditor,  who  is  not  a  registered 
chemist  and  druggist,  becomes  amenable  to  the  Pharmacy 
Act.  What  will  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  do  in  the  case, 
we  wonder?  We  venture  to  say  that  it  will  not  be  contempt 
of  court  for  the  Council  to  point  out  to  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich 
the  gravity  of  the  arrangement  come  to  with  his  cognisance. 

A  SHORT  SESSION. 

The  Parliamentary  Session  has  not  lasted  long.  The  House 
of  Commons  met  finally  on  Saturday,  December  15,  at  10 
A.M.,  when  the  Supplemental  War  Loan  (No.  2)  Bill  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed,  and  the  Consolidated  Fund 
Appropriation  Bill  was  also  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
These  Bills  were  immediately  taken  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  the  Committee  stages 
negatived,  and  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  The  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  were  then  summoned  to  the  House 
of  Lords,  where  the  Koyal  assent  was  given  to  the  measures. 
This  was  the  business  for  which  Parliament  had  been  called. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  then  read  her  Majesty's  speech,  which  is 
said  to  bs  the  shortest  on  record.  It  was  simply,  "MyLordsand 
Gentlemen, — I  thank  you  for  the  liberal  provision  which  you 
have  made  for  the  expenses  in  regard  to  all  the  operations  of 
my  armies  in  South  Africa  and  China."  Millions  of  pounds 
were  thus  earmarked  as  quickly  as  an  ordinary  pharmacist 
could  make  a  small  pill-mass.  It  was  followed  by  a  Com- 
mission for  proroguing  Parliament  until  Thursday,  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1901.  By  that  time,  it  is  well  for  our  readers  to 
bear  in  mind,  the  Pharmacy  Bill  should  be  ready  for  backing 
by  members  of  Parliament. 

THE  DRAFT  BILL. 

Up  to  Wednesday  evening  we  had  sent  out  nearly 
1,800  copies  of  the  Draft  Pharmacy  Bill,  which  we  have  had 
printed  in  large  type  on  a  single  sheet.  We  have  more  for 
distribution,  and  can  print  more  if  required.  They  are 
useful  to  send  to  members  of  Parliament  whose  interest  will 
be  necessary  when  the  Bill  comes  before  Parliament,  and  it 
will  be  an  advantage  to  get  from  members  hints  as  to  con- 
struction which  will  help  to  reduce  amendments  when  the 
Bill  comes  before  the  House.  The  general  favour  with 
which  the  Bill  has  been  received  in  pharmacy  is  notable, 
especially  the  fact  that  criticism  so  far  has  been  directed  to 
the  improvement  of  the  Bill  along  the  lines  drafted  by  the 
Council.  It  amounts  to  this  :  There  is  nothing  in  the  Bill 
which  we  ought  not  reasonably  to  ask,  and  there  is 
nothing  omitted  which  we  have  greater  hope  of  getting. 
The  Council  may  probably  modify  the  first  and 
third  clauses  by  introducing  the  words  "and  medi- 
cal prescriptions "  after  "  poisons,"  as  this  is  the  one 
thing  whose  omission  is  generally  regretted.  There 
is  an  exception  to  the  common  trend  of  opinion.  Blackburn 
has  spoken,  and  the  Bill  must  go.    It  is  not  what  Blackburn 
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wants.  It  is  not  a  Bill  which  can  be  amended ;  therefore 
end  it.  The  reasons  for  this  are  fully  set  forth  by  the 
special  or  sub-committee  of  the  Association  appointed  to 
consider  the  Bill,  which  we  print  vcrhativi,  not  because  we 
should  rob  it  of  value  by  pruning,  but  because  it  serves  to 
show  that  what  the  North-East  Lancashire  Association's 
committee  wants  is  a  Bill  to  abolish  pharmacy-companies 
altogether.  That  is  exactly  the  kind  of  Bill  which  we  should 
like  to  see  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Sir 
William  Coddington  on  behalf  of  N.E.  Lancashire.  Since 
there  can  be  no  compromise  in  that  quarter  it  would,  we 
suggest,  be  the  best  thing  for  pharmacy  to  let  the  Asso- 
ciation's committee  have  a  boat  of  its  own.  Why 
should  it  be  allowed  to  wreck  any  possible  chance  of 
amelioration  in  this  matter  by  impossible  and  impracticable 
notions  ? 

CLOVES  IN  CANADA. 

An  interesting  report  on  the  analysis  and  quality  of  cloves 
obtainable  in  Canada  has  just  been  submitted  to  the  Inland 
Kevenue  Department.  The  work  was  undertaken  in  the  labora- 
tory of  the  department  with  a  view  to  finding  out  what  was  the 
proper  quantity  of  volatile  oil  which  genuine  cloves  should 
contain,  and  also  what  analytical  processes  should  be  employed. 
The  volatile  oil  being  the  most  important  constituent  of  cloves 
special  attention  was  given  to  the  means  of  estimating  it. 
There  is  extreme  difficulty  in  exactly  determining  the 
moisture  as  distinct  from  the  volatile  oil,  so  that  Mr.  A. 
McGill,  the  chemist  who  conducted  the  work,  prefers  to  rely 
on  the  sum  of  the  two  percentage  numbers  under  the  head- 
ing of  total  volatile  matter.  Moisture  is  checked  by  drying 
to  constant  weight  at  ordinary  temperature  over  strong  sul- 
phuric acid.  The  mean  analytical  results  of  twenty-two 
samples  were  as  follows.  The  moisture  was  determined  by 
drying  the  ground  sample  over  sulphuric  acid  in  vacuo  for 
twenty-four  hours,  total  volatile  matter  by  exposure  to  a 
temperature  of  98°  C.  for  eighteen  hours,  and  total  extractive 
matter  by  trealing  with  petroleum  ether  in  a  Soxhlet  tube  : — 


Penang 

Amboyna 

Zanzibar 

Moisture 

6-2 

6-1 

5., 

Total  volatile  matter 

22-4 

24-6 

22-2 

Volatile  oil  ...   

16-2 

18-5 

16-5 

Total  extractive  matter 

27'0 

27-5 

26'8 

Fixed  oil   

10-8 

90 

lC-3 

The  analyst  recommends  that  no  sample  of  cloves  claiming 
to  be  of  good  quality  should  yield  less  than  14  per  cent,  of 
volatile  oil  when  assayed  by  the  above  methods. 


The  9^d.  size  of  Beecham's  pills  is  discontinued  from 
December  20. 

Messrs.  James  Townsexd  &  Son  have  ready  the  1901 
edition  of  their  useful  desk-calendar,  which  gives  a  month 
of  days  on  each  sheet,  with  postal  information  and  calendars 
for  1901  and  1902  on  separate  sheets  as  an  appendix. 

Picture-show.  —  Kodak  (Limited)  have  arranged  an 
exhibit  of  180  enlargements  of  scenes  in  the  South  African 
war  taken  by  kodaks.  The  exhibition  is  at  59  Brompton 
Road,  S.W.,  and  will  be  open  until  the  end  of  January. 

Sponge-fishing. — The  Christmas  !number  of  the  Strand 
Magazine  contains  an  article  on  sponge-fishing  as  carried 
out  in  various  parts  of  the  world  by  Messrs.  Cresswell 
Brothers  &  Schmitz,  1  and  2  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C.  The 
article  is  illustrated  by  eight  pictures  from  photographs 
taken  at  the  different  depots  of  the  firm. 

To  AiiRATED-WATEE  MAKERS — It  is  interesting  to  manu- 
facturers of  aerated  waters  to  note  that  the  Carbonic-acid 
Gas  Company,  of  Clapton,  N  E.,  Manchester,  and  Newcastle- 


on-Tyne,  guarantee  that  the  liquefitd  catbonic  acid  gas 
which  they  manufacture  is  free  from  arsenic  No  sulphuric 
acid  or  other  acid  is  used  in  tho  cour.-c  of  its  manufacture. 

A  Florence  I'hahmacv.— The  November  number  of  the 
Itrvuc  Univcrscllr  contains  an  appreciative  article  on  ih", 
English  pharmacy  which  Mr.  H.  Groves  foucd-'d  in  1863,  a.^, 
15  Via  Borgognissante,  Florence.  Mr.  Federigo  Miinstermann, 
the  present  proprietor,  purchased  the  bn-ines-!  three  years 
ago.  Mr.  Miinstfrmann  makes  specialici's  of  Florentine 
orris  powder,  Ircos  de  Firor.z)  (iris  perfume),  and  a  series 
of  inks. 

P.B.  Sugar  op  Milk. — Mr.  Heihcrt  Hymans,  drug-mer- 
chant, 6  Melior  Street,  Weston  Street,  S.E.,  has  submitted  us 
samples  of  an  Italian  milk-sugar  for  which  he  is  sole  agent. 
The  milk-sugar,  we  find,  answers  the  tests  of  the  British  and 
German  Pharmacopcoias,  and  is  perfect  as  regards  the  white- 
ness and  fineness  of  the  powder.  Mr.  Hymans  will  be  known 
to  many  in  the  drug-trade  on  account  of  the  prominent  part 
he  takes  in  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  British  Sanitoria  Annual — We  have  received 
from  Messrs.  Bale,  Sons  &  Danielsson  (Limited),  Great 
Titchfield  Street,  W.,  a  copy  of  this  annual  which  gives 
views  and  particulars  of  various  institutions  in  this  country 
where  the  Open-Air  Treatment  of  Consumption  is  carried 
out.  It  is  a  useful  book  for  dispensing  chemists  to  refer  to, 
and  is  edited  by  Dr.  Percy  Dunn,  Editor  of  the  West  London 
Medical  Journal.  It  is  nicely  printed,  and  the  beautiful 
illustrations  include  interior  and  exterior  views.  It  is  sent 
post  free  for  2.'.  Qd. 

Stipendi:m  Pill-boxes  — The  Stipendum  Stopper  Com- 
pany (Limited),  37  Lamb's  Conduit  Street,  W.C,  send  us 
samples  of  a  new  "  Stipendum"  composition  pill-box  which 
they  are  putting  on  the  market.  The  sample  sent  to  us  is 
Z\  inches  deep  by  1  inch  in  diameter,  but  we  presume  that 
other  sizes  are  made.  It  is  of  a  khaki  colour,  and  the  com- 
position is  perfectly  dampproof  and  stands  a  high  degree 
of  heat,  so  that  these  pill-boxes  are  peculiarly  adapted  for 
pills  and  similar  medicinal  preparations  which  are  to  be 
exported  to  hot  countries,  or  for  use  by  dispensing-chemists 
there.  Glass  bottles  are  usually  employed  for  this  purpose, 
but  a  damp  and  heat  proof  box  is  unquestionably  better,  and 
is  preferred  by  those  who  take  pills.  The  boxes  can  be 
obtained  in  wholesale  quantities  direct  from  the  company, 
and  they  are  stocked  by  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &;  Thompson, 
druggists'  sundriesmen,  and  by  shippers. 

Christmas  Holidays. — The  following  firms  announce 
their  intention  of  closing  their  offices  and  work-s  from  Satur- 
day, December  22,  until  Thursday  morning,  December  27  : — 

Messrs.  May  &;  Baker  (Limited),  Battersea. 
Messrs.  J.  Phillips  &  Sons,  York  Road,  City  Road,  E.C. 
Apollinaris  Company  (Limited),  4  Stratford  Place,  Oxford 
Street,  W. 

Messrs.  Stafford  Allen  Sens  (Limited),  7  Cowper  Stree', 
Finsbury,  E.C. 

Messrs.  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan,  15  Laurerce 
Pountney  Lane,  E  C. 

Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers  &  Stevenson  (Limited),  Jewry 
Street,  E.C.  This  firm  will  also  close  on  December  29  and 
31  for  stocktaking. 

Messrs.  Oppenbeimer,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited),  179  Qaeen 
Victoria  Street,  will  close  from  December  22  till  December  27 
inclusive,  but  sufficient  of  the  staff  will  attend  both  on 
Monday  and  Thursday  to  despatch  any  orders  of  urgency. 


Defined  Articles. — A  member  of  the  Bohemian  Parlia- 
ment has  presented  an  "  interpellation  "  to  the  Government, 
that  the  articles  to  be  sold  by  druggists  and  jiharmacists 
should  be  accurately  defined. 

Rhodesian  Pharmacy. — In  the  report  of  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Harold  W.  Smart,  of  Bulawayo,  which  was  printed 
in  the  C.  <5'  D.  of  October  20,  it  was  mentioned  that  one  of 
the  Bulawayo  chemists  had  shut  up  and  gone  to  Gwelo. 
Mr.  Smart,  writing  to  us  from  Bulawayo  on  November  23, 
says:  "The  chemist  in  question  has  opened  a  branch  in 
Gwelo,  and  to  the  best  of  my  belief  is  doing  well  both  at 
Bulawayo  and  Gwelo.  He  has  no  intention  whatever  of 
closing  either  establishment." 
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Eatimation  of  Citral. 

By  E.  J.  Parry,  B.Sc,  F.I.O. 


IN  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  March  3,  1900, 
X3age  376,  I  published  the  details  of  a  method  for  the 
estimation  of  citral  in  oil  of  lamon,  based  on  the  work  of 
Tiemann  on  the  combination  of  cyanacetic  acid  with  citral. 
I  gave  02  as  the  limit  of  variation  in  the  results  when 
carefully  performed.  In  their  report  for  April,  1900,  Messrs. 
Schimmel  &  Co.  were  not  prepared  to  accept  the  accuracy 
of  the  method,  as  I  gave  no  experiments  with  mixtures  of 
known  strength  in  citral.  Having  put  the  process  to  the 
"supreme  test" — viz.,  repetition  in  the  Leipzig  laboratory — 
they  find  that  with  known  mixtures  it  gives  results  in 
accord  with  what  I  claimed.  Their  mixtures  gave  the  follow- 
ing results.  A  6-per-cent.  mixture  gave  6  2  to  6  35  per  cent.; 
a  mixture  with  7  per  cent,  gave  7'14-  to  7  30  per  cent. ;  a 
mixture  of  6  per  cent,  of  citral  and  citronellal  gave  "  a  little 
over  6  per  cent.,"  presumably  not  more  than  61  per  cent. 

They  raiss  two  objections  to  this  "non-Leipzig  process, 
however.  The  first  is  that  although  these  results  are  satis- 
factory, a  certain  proportion  of  the  citral  passes  o  ver  in  the 
distillation  at  very  low  pressure,  whilst  this  is  made  up  by 
an  absorption  of  limonene  by  the  cyanacetic  acid.  They 
find,  they  say,  as  much  as  1  per  cent,  of  citral  goes  over  in 
the  distillation,  and  therefore  1  per  cent. — or  rather  more,  as 
the  results  are  always  a  little  too  high — of  limonene  is 
absorbed  by  the  acid,  or,  taking  into  account  the  concentra- 
tion, the  aqueous  reagent  is  said  to  absorb  2  5  per  cent,  of 
its  volume  of  terpene.  This  on  the  faie  of  it  is  very 
improbable.  I  have  distilled  many  samples  of  lemon  oil, 
keeping  the  pressure  down  to  the  lowest  possible  limit, 
possibly  below  even  10  mm,,  and  I  have  never  found  any 
portion  of  the  limonene  contain  more  than  merest  traces  of 
citral.  Indeed,  in  general,  unless  the  pressure  has  been 
allowed  to  rise,  there  is  practically  no  absorption  by  any  of 
the  usual  aldehydic  reagents. 

The  second  point  raised  is  that  the  reading  is  obscured  by 
the  presence  of  the  stearoptene  in  the  concentrated  oil.  I 
have  not  found  that  there  is  much  more  difficulty  in  reading 
the  dividing  line  in  this  case  than  in  the  case  of  several 
other  absorption  processes,  and  I  do  not  think  it  more  than 
a  trifling  difficulty  in  the  process.  I  certainly  claim  that 
this  method  yields  more  accurate  results  than  any  other 
process  yet  published. 


Festive  Junior  Abbrdonians. 
The  Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association  held  a  reunion 
in  the  Bon-Accord  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  on  December  13.  There 
was  a  large  attendance  of  chemists  and  their  friends,  and 
dancing  was  started  at  8  P  M.,  and  continued  till  1  A.M.,  the 
M.Cs.  being  Messrs.  G.  P.  Cruickshank,  jun.,  and  D.  F.  Milne. 
The  arrangements  were  carried  out  by  a  committee,  of  which 
Mr.  P.  D.  Milne  was  secretary. 

Bradford  Conversazione. 
An  enjoyable  conversazione,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  was  held  on 
December  18,  at  the  County  Restaurant,  Bradford.  The 
attendance  numbered  about  sixty,  half  of  whom  were  ladies. 
The  proceedings  were  opened  by  the  President  of  the  Asso- 
ciation (Mr.  R.  W.  Silson).  Mr.  F.  W.  Richardson,  the  City 
Analyst,  showed  a  photo-chromoscope ;  Mr.  E.  Nay  lor,  the 
President  of  the  Bradford  Scientific  Association,  gave  a  short 
lecture  on  the  reproduction  of  ferns ;  and  Mr.  Cecil  Wray 


exhibited  the  a;-rays  and  the  phonograph.  Songs  were  sung 
by  Mr.  E.  Kellett,  of  Leeds,  and  by  Miss  Baines  and  Mr.  A. 
Hanson. 

Chemical  Cricketers  Dine. 

The  members  of  the  Abbey  Mills  Chemical-works  Cricket 
Club  (Messrs.  F.  W.  Berk  &  Co.,  Limited)  held  thek  sixth 
annual  dinner  at  the  Old  Greyhound  Tavern,  West  Ham 
Lane,  on  December  6,  Mr.  W.  Derbyshire  (Hon.  Treasurer) 
in  the  chair.  The  toasts  included  "  The  Queen,"  "  The 
Club,"  "  The  Honorary  Members,"  and  "  The  Visitors,"  and 
after  these  had  been  done  full  justice  to,  Mr.  J.  Bridge  was 
presented,  on  behalf  of  the  firm,  with  a  case  of  cutlery  for 
the  highest  batting  average.  The  same  player  was  given  a 
clock  by  the  club.  Mr.  G.  Laws  obtained  a  case  of  carvers. 
For  the  highest  bowling  average,  a  prize  ball  and  tea-service 
were  awarded  to  Mr.  T.  Peant,  and  Mr.  W.  Prosho,  as  the 
best  fielder,  won  a  table-lamp.  A  capital  musical  programme 
followed. 

An  Irish  Musical  Evening. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  the  North  of 
Ireland  had  a  most  successful  musical  evening  in  St.  George's 
Cafe  Hall,  High  Street,  Belfast,  on  December  12,  when  Mr. 
J.  C.  C.  Payne,  J.P.,  presided  in  the  absence  of  Sir  James 
Haslett,  M.P.  Messrs.  W.  J.  Gibson  and  W.  J.  Rankin,  Hon. 
Secretaries,  made  the  arrangements,  and  they  entrusted  Mr. 
John  FrackJeton  with  the  direction  of  the  musical  pro- 
gramme. Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  D.  W.  Elliot, 
L.P.S.I.,  R.  W.  McKnight,  L.P.S.I.,  David  Boyd,  L.P.S.I., 
Wm.  Whyte,  L.P.S.I.,  E.  Gibson,  J.  H.  Shaw,  Samuel  Hill, 
and  J.  W.  W.  Agnew,  M. P.S.I.  At  the  close  of  a  most  enjoy- 
able programme  votes  of  thanks  were  proposed  to  the 
Chairman  and  all  who  had  contributed  to  the  entertain- 
ment. 

A  Leeds  Smoker. 

The  annual  smoking-concert  of  the  cricket  club  identified 
with  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Reynolds  &  Branson  (Limited), 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  Leeds,  was  held  on  December  7, 
Mr.  W.  McD.  McKay,  in  the  chair.  The  programme,  which 
was  one  of  Mr.  Fred  Reynold's  characteristicallj'  happy  efforts, 
showed  that  a  large  and  varied  musical  entertainment  was 
provided.  Songs  were  rendered  by  Messrs.  W.  Tate,  R. 
Shepherd,  Watson,  J.  H.  Gough,  F.  J.  Read,  the  comedians 
being  Messrs.  J.  Crampton,  G.  Lazenby,  and  J.  W.  Price. 
Solos  and  duets  with  banjo  and  mandoline  were  contributed 
by  Messrs.  Greenhalgh  and  Firth,  and  Messrs.  C.  J.  Griffiths 
and  Dawson  gave  recitations.  The  toasts  were  "  The  Queen," 
"  South  African  Heroes,"  and  "  The  Club."  A  lantern- 
entertainment  with  an  interesting  series  of  war-slides  was 
much  appreciated,  and  a  distribution  of  prizes  to  the  most 
successful  cricketers  was  made  by  the  Chairman  during  the 
course  of  the  evening. 

A  Manchester  Dinner. 

On  December  8  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Jas.  Woolley,  Sons 
&  Co.  (Limited)  held  their  twenty-second  annual  dinner  and 
smoking-concert  at  the  Albion  Hotel,  Piccadilly,  Manchester. 
Mr.  W.  Lane  presided,  and  between  seventy  and  eighty 
persons  were  present.  The  company  included  Mr.  Hermann 
Woolley  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Johnstone  (directors),  Mr.  Percy 
Woolley,  Dr.  Webster,  Dr.  Booth,  Mr.  J.  T.  Smith,  and  Mr. 
J.  W.  Walton,  and  representatives  of  the  three  sections  of  the 
stafi — viz.,  the  laboratories  (Knowsley  Street),  the  Market 
Street  branch,  and  the  warehouse  and  offices  (Victoria  Bridge). 
The  toast  of  "  The  Firm  "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  Balmforth, 
supported  by  Mr.  J.  Tyson,  and  replied  to  by  Mr.  Hermann 
Woolley  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Johnstone.  An  excellent  musical  pro- 
gramme was  provided,  songs  being  rendered  by  Messrs.  A.  C. 
Vallance,  J.  H.  Franklin,  Crowe,  Emly,  and  Makinson,  violin 
solos  by  Mr.  Einar  Hanson,  and  a  humorous  entertainment 
by  Mr.  Bert  Williams.  Mr.  A.  H.  R.  Balmforth  officiated 
at  the  piano. 

Edinburgh  Socials. 
The  employes  of  Messrs.  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  wholesale 
druggists,  Edinburgh,  held  their  annual  social  in  Smith's 
Hall,  Duke  Street,  Leith,  on  December  13.  Mr.  Richard 
Clark  occupied  the  chair,  and  Messrs.  Davies  and  Cunning- 
ham officiated  as  croupiers.  The  company,  numbering  over 
a  hundred,  having  done  full  justice  to  the  good  cheer  pro- 
vided, Mr.  Clark  expressed  the  pleasure  he  had  in  seeing 
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such  a  large  gatheriDg,  and  called  upon  the  various  per- 
formers for  their  contributions  to  the  programoie,  which 
included  music  (vocal  and  instrumental)  and  recitations. 
Amongst  those  who  took  part  were  Misses  Davies,  Amos, 
Coates,  Hill,  and  Barnetson,  Mrs.  Jamieson,  and  Messrs. 
Cunningham,  Jamieson,  Gibb,  Smith,  and  Blake.  A  bill 
followed,  Messrs.  J.  P.  Gibb  and  J.  Hutton  acting  as 
M.Cs.,  and  dancing  was  kept  up  till  an  early  hour  next 
morning. 

The  ninth  annual  smoking  concert  of  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  was  held  in  the  Imperial  Hotel, 
Edinburgh,  on  December  17.  Mr.  John  Bowman,  Hon. 
President  of  the  Club,  presided  over  a  gathering  which  filled 
the  hall  to  overflowing.  The  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
professions  were  well  represented,  as  were  kindred  clubs  and 
also  the  military  element.  The  programme  was  a  lengthened 
and  varied  one,  some  of  the  best  talent  in  "  Modern  Athens  " 
having  been  got  together  for  the  occasion.  Two  representa- 
tives from  the  1st  Battalion  Gordon  Highlanders  contributed 
very  acceptably,  the  bagpipe  playing  being  specially  enjoyed. 
The  following  were  a  few  of  the  performers  : — Messrs.  Tait, 
Jamieson,  Milton,  Gibb,  Curtis,  Lockie,  Horsburgh,  and 
Smith.  Mr.  Richard  Clark,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The 
Club,"  congratulated  the  members  on  the  continued  success 
of  the  undertaking.  Mr.  G.  H.  C.  Rowland,  President  of  the 
Club,  replied.  A  vote  ot  thanks  to  the  arti.stsand  the  Chair- 
man, projDosed  by  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill,  brought  the  pro- 
ceedings to  a  close  in  the  "wee  sma'  hoors." 

A  .Social  in  the  Potteries. 

A  meeting  of  the  North  Staffs  Chemists'  Association  was 
held  on  December  13  at  the  Roebuck  Hotel,  Stoke-on-Trent, 
for  sociality  and  general  discussion,  Mr.  J.  Averill,  J.P. 
(President),  occupying  the  chair. 

Although  the  meeting  was  called  for  6  p.m.  the  Hon. 
Secretary  (Mr.  E.  Jones),  in  consequence  of  business 
engagements,  did  not  arrive  until  7.30,  and  in  the  mean- 
time the  members  smoked  and  chatted. 

The  President  first  formally  welcomed  Mr.  Morrison  (for- 
merly hon.  secretary  of  the  Osford  Chemists'  Association), 
who,  with  two  other  gentlemen,  was  elected  to  the  member- 
ship of  the  Association,  after  which  he  read  the  new  draft 
Pharmacy  Bill,  and  discussion  was  invited,  in  which  Messrs. 
Adams,  Poole,  Tiley,  and  Jones  took  part.  The  prevailing  feel- 
ing seemed  to  be  that  the  widows'  clause  would  have  to  be 
abandoned.  In  order  to  give  the  members  an  opportunity 
for  a  more  thorough  discussion  of  the  new  Bill,  the  President 
suggested  that  the  next  monthly  meeting  should  be  held  on 
January  10,  1901,  and  that  that  evening  should  be  given  up 
entirely  to  the  subject.  The  speaker  expressed  the  hope 
that  as  large  a  number  of  members  as  possible  would  attend 
and  give  expression  to  their  views. 

During  the  evening  it  was  resolved  to  ask  Mr.  William 
Oldham,  of  Burslem,  a  Vice-President  of  the  Association,  to 
allow  himself  to  be  nominated  as  a  divisional  secretary. 

Halifax  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  members  of  this  Association  took 
place  on  December  13  at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel,  Halifax.  Mr. 
W.  S.  Thompson  (the  President)  was  in  the  chair.  The 
toast  of  t'ae  "Town  and  Trade  of  Halifax"  was  responded  to 
by  Mr.  W.  C.  Hebden,  who  said  Halifax  was  unusually  pros- 
perous, being  in  that  respect  to  the  front  among  the  large 
manufacturing  towns  of  the  north  of  England.  But  the 
brightest  chapter  in  the  history  of  Halifax  was  the  generosity 
of  its  commercial  men.  No  town  in  the  United  Kingdom 
could  compare  with  them  for  that.  There  was  one  interest- 
ing fact  in  the  development  of  the  town — namely,  that, 
although  the  tDwn  had  grown,  there  were  more  chemists  in 
Halifax  thirty  years  ago  than  to-day.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  J.  B.  Biierley  submitted  the  toast  "The  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society."  He  remarked  that  from  what  little  he  knew 
of  the  Society  he  could  not  say  much  in  its  favour,  because 
he  was  of  opinion  that  its  educational  scheme  had  so  far 
proved  a  comparative  failure.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
sheet-anchor  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  its  educa- 
tional programme,  but  it  had  not  done  much  for  the  chemists 
of  the  present  day.  It  was  also  said  that  there  would  be  no 
recognition  of  the  status  of  chemists  and  druggists  for 
another  quarter  of  a  century.    Therefore  they  must  "paddle 


their  own  canoe,"  and  leave  the  professional  status  to  take 
care  of  itself.  Mr.  Briorley  also  alluded  to  the  ditticulty 
there  was  in  getting  suitable  apprentices. 

Mr.  C.  Fielding,  in  responding,  pointed  out  that  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  misconception  as  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Tlie  pharmacy  of  the  future  would  demand  a 
greater  scientific  knowledge.  The  Society  had  been  actively 
enga2;ed  in  seeking  to  protect  not  only  the  chemist  but  the 
public  from  being  exploited  by  unqualified  people.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  R.  W.  Silson  (Bradford)  proposed  "The  Halifax  and 
District  Chemists'  Association,"  to  which  the  President 
replied. 

Songs  and  recitations  were  given  during  the  evening. 


What  Some  Think  of  it. 


fPHE  subjoined  are  a  few  of  the  verses  and  paragraphs 
-L  which  have  been  written  on  Postcard  A  sent  out  with 
our  Diary  for  1901.  We  have  offered  two  guineas  in  prizes 
for  these  cards,  and  eight  guineas  are  allocated  for  Post- 
cards B,  which  refer  solely  to  the  advertisements.  Postcard  A 
competition  was  closed  for  home  subscribers  on  Saturday 
last.  Colonial  and  foreign  subscribers  may  post  Card  A  up 
to  January  19,  1901. 

The  Postcard  B  competition  remains  open  until  Decem- 
ber 31,  1900,  for  home  subscribers,  and  to  January  19,  1901, 
for  colonial  and  foreign  subscribers.  We  would  like  as  good 
response  in  this  section  as  there  has  been  in  the  A  division, 
and  if  the  cards  embody  the  combined  wisdom  of  a  shop, 
warehouse,  or  family,  all  the  better.  We  should  like  to 
allocate  five  guineas  as  the  first  prize,  and  hope  that  a  brisk 
and  successful  competition  will  enable  us  to  do  that. 

Brisk  and  vigorous,  never  seedy, 
Always  generous,  never  greedy. 
Chemists  all,  both  rich  and  needy, 
Read  the  Diaey  of  the  CD. — Hants. 

The  Di.\EY,  as  usual,  is  worth  the  perusal 

Of  every  C.  and  D. 
It  contains  information  and  laws  in  relation 

To  all  in  a  pharmacy  ; 
A  "  start  "  for  the  "  new  one,"  a  "  guide  "  for  the  "  old  one." 

Success  to  the  C.  d-  D. ! 

— Wm.  Dennis  (South  Shields). 

It  is  to  the  up-to-date  chemist  what  the  "  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica"  is  to  the  reading  public— a  veritable  mine  of  infor- 
mation.— R.  R.A.WSTH0RNE  (Witliiugton). 

It  will  be  acknowledged  that  there  is  no  trade  journal  outside 
the  domain  of  art,  architecture,  and  music  which  is  more  attractive 
and  conveys  more  solid  information,  both  from  a  business  and 
intellectual  point  ot  view.  At  the  same  time  it  caters  for  the 
requirements  of  employer  and  employe?,  and  is  an  open  advocate 
of  the  rights  and  interests  of  both. 

—P.  A.  Leslie  &  Co.  (Dubhn). 

There  was  a  young  chemist  of  "  Friary," 
Wlio  for  strange  things  had  often  inquiry. 

But  he  said  to  his  wife, 

"  Now  I'm  set  wp  for  life, 
I  shall  find  them  all  here— in  the  Diary." 

C.  W.  Anderson  (Plymouth). 

A  work  so  various  that  in  it  we  see 
Of  the  whole  trade  a  just  epitome, 
Where  buyer,  seller,  and  compounder  find 
Each  what  be  needs,  exactl.v  to  his  mind. 
Law,  science,  commerce— all  it  represents, 
And  art  displayed  in  apt  advertisements. 

C.  C.  Bell  (Epworth). 

The  C.  D.  Diary's  a  very  good  work, 
Suits  either  English,  German,  or  Turk ; 

But  the  best  of  it  is 

It  will  stand  any  quiz, 
No  matter  if  it's  master,  assistant,  or  clerk. 

Vivian  Miles  (Swindon). 

In  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1901,  we  behold, 
with  genuine  satisfaction,  the  grand  Brotherhood  of  Pharmacy — 
the  late  President,  his  face  aglow  with  bacteriological  joy,  stands 
to  show  his  cases  side  by  side  with  the  pushing  baby-powder 
man.  But  guard  the  Diary  well,  for,  alas  !  the  Brotherhood 
dwells  in  it  alone.— A.  S.  B.irnes  (Dudley). 
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Xegal  IReports* 


The  House  of  Lords. 

The  Charles  A.  Vogelbr  Case. 

The  House  of  Lords  gave  judgment  on  Friday,  December  14, 
in  the  appeal  of  Cooke  v.  the  Charles  A.  Vogeler  Company. 
The  appeal  was  from  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal 
ordering  that  the  decision  of  Mr.  Registrar  Linklater,  where- 
by it  was  ordered  that  a  bankruptcy  petition,  presented  by 
the  appellant  Afred  Cooke,  and  Johnson,  Riddle,  Couch- 
man  &  Co  ,  who  were  not  parties  to  this  appeal,  against  the 
Charles  A.  Vogeler  Company  be  dismissed,  should  be  affirmed. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  the  last-mentioned  company 
(consisting  of  Christian  and  Minnie  A.  Devries)  carried  on 
business  in  Farringdon  Road,  E.C,  with  Mr.  W.  B.  Geddes 
as  manager,  and  on  December  18,  1899,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Devries  (then  resident  in  Baltimore)  made  an  assignment  to 
Henry  S.  Dulaney,  manager  of  the  business,  as  trustee.  Mr. 
Dulaney  at  once  cabled  to  Mr.  Geddes  informing  him  of  the 
fact,  instructing  him  not  to  pay  debts  contracted  before  that 
date,  to  transfer  as  much  money  to  him  as  possible,  and 
continue  to  manufacture  and  sell.  The  debtors  owed  Mr. 
Cooke  (the  appellant)  4,212Z.  7s.  2.d.  Mr.  Geddes,  writing 
to  them  on  January  5,  1900,  explained  how  matters  stood, 
adding  that  the  liabilities  of  the  house  (in  this  country) 
were,  roughly,  1,000Z.,  three-quarters  being  in  the  hands  of 
four  firms.  He  suggested  that  these  four  should  meet  to 
discuss  matters,  and  expressed  his  confidence  in  the  solvency 
of  the  coropany.  It  was  contended  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Cooke 
that  the  letter  amounted  to  a  notice  within  the  meaning  of 
Sub-section  1  (Ji)  of  Section  4  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  1883. 
On  January  18  the  appellant  and  Johnson,  Riddle,  Couch- 
man  &  Co.  (debtors  for  2,885Z.  16s.  8iZ  )  presented  a  petition 
in  bankruptcy,  upon  which  Mr.  Registrar  Linklater  appointed 
the  Official  Receiver  interim  receiver  of  the  debtor's  pro- 
perty at  45  Farringdon  Road,  pending  the  hearing  of  the 
petition,  the  granting  of  which  Mr.  Geddes  opposed.  After 
the  hearing  was  concluded,  on  February  23  the  Registrar 
held  that  the  debtors  had  not  committed  an  act  of  bark- 
ruptcy  by  giving  notice  that  they  had  suspended,  or  were 
about  to  suspend,  payment  of  their  debts,  and  dismissed  the 
petition  with  costs.  They  were  not  British  subjects  or 
foreigners  personally  within  the  jurisdiction  at  the  time 
when  they  executed  the  deed.  The  Court  of  Appeal,  on 
February  28,  when  the  matter  came  before  them,  were  of  the 
same  opinion.  The  appellants  then  took  the  case  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  heard  counsel  before  the  autumn 
recess.  Their  Lordships  now  gave  judgment  in  writing, 
dismissing  the  appeal. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  having  summarised  the  facts  in  the 
case,  said  it  has  been  uniformly  decided  that  under  such 
circumstances  our  bankruptcy  law  does  not  apply.  He  was 
by  no  means  prepared  to  say  that  it  might  not  be  a  reasonable 
thing  to  apply  the  English  law  of  bankruptcy  to  a  trader 
who,  though  himself  personally  abroad,  exercised  a  trade 
through  the  instrumentality  of  an  agent,  and  possessed  assets 
in  this  country  capable  of  being  reached  by  bankruptcy 
administration.  But  a  Court  of  law  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  reasonableness  or  unreasonableness  of  a  provision,  except 
so  far  as  it  may  help  them  in  interpreting  what  the  Legisla- 
ture has  said.  If  the  law  has  intended  that  a  foreigner  may 
be  made  a  bankrupt  under  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
no  Court  has  any  jurisdiction  to  disregard  what  the  Legisla- 
ture has  enacted.  And  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  manifest 
that  the  language  of  the  statute  does  not  reach  the  case 
supposed,  no  Court  has  jurisdiction  to  enlarge  the  ambit  of 
English  legislation  beyond  what  the  Legislature  has  per- 
mitted. The  judgments  of  Lord  Justice  James  and  Sir 
George  Mellish  lay  down  a  broad  substantial  rule  in  dealing 
with  such  questions.  English  legislation  is  primarily 
territorial,  and  it  is  no  departure  from  that  principle  to  say 
that  a  foreigner  coming  to  this  country  and  trading  here,  and 
here  committing  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  is  subject  to  our  laws 
and  to  all  the  incidents  which  those  laws  enact  in  such  a 
case  ;  while  he  is  here— while  he  is  trading,  even  if  not 
actually  domiciled — he  is  liable  to  be  made  a  bankrupt  like  a 
native  citizen.  And  so  an  Englishman  by  reason  of  his 
nationality  is  subject  to  the  laws  of  his  sovereign  wherever 


he  may  be.  But  the  territoriality,  so  to  speak,  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy law  is  by  necessary  inference  imported  into  the  1869 
and  1883  Acts  by  the  generality  of  its  phrases.  The  words 
"  debtor  "  and  "  creditor  "  certainly  cannot  be  sufficient  to 
give  jurisdiction  to  the  English  Court  of  Bankruptcy, 
because  if  unlimited  they  would  give  jurisdiction  all  over 
the  world  in  respect  of  debts,  petitions,  or  acts  of  bankruptcy 
committed  anywhere,  and  it  is  a  familiar  maxim  of  the  law. 
Extra  territorium  jus  diccnti  jyaretiir  noii  intpune.  Once  it 
is  admitted  that  a  limit  must  be  placed  upon  those  words,  it 
must  follow  that  the  limit  must  be  "  debtor  "  and  "  creditor  " 
respectively  who  are  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  English 
bankruptcy  law.  And  this  is  not  an  assuming  of  the 
question  or  a  mere  inverting  of  the  proposition,  because  if 
one  sees  what  jurisdiction  is  expressly  created  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  limitation  to  the  English  bankruptcy  jurisdiction  is 
necessary  local.  It  does  not  include  Great  IJritain.  It  is 
limited  in  its  terms  to  England.  His  Lordship  proceeded  to 
quote  from  the  1873  judgment  of  Lord  Selborne  and  Sir 
George  Mellish  (cx  parte  Crispin,  in  re  Crispin)  to  the  effect 
"that  a  foreigner  not  domiciled  in  England,  and  not  carrying 
on  trade  in  England,  who  quits  England  without  having 
committed  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  cannot  be  made  a  bankrupt 
upon  an  alleged  act  of  bankruptcy  committed  out  of 
England."  After  reading  that  he  had  no  doubt  on  the 
subject.  But  the  question  had  come  before  a  Court  con- 
sisting of  Lord  Justice  .James,  the  late  Master  of  the  Rolls 
(Lord  Esher),  and  Lord  Justice  Cotton ;  and  they  held,  in 
terms,  that  an  act  of  bankruptcy  must  be  a  personal  act  or 
default,  and  it  cannot  be  committed  through  an  agent  nor 
by  a  firm  as  such  ;  and  that  the  English  statute  could  only 
affect  English  subjects  or  foreigners  who  come,  either  per- 
manently or  temporarily,  within  the  allegiance  of  the  English 
Crown.  He  considered  that  it  would  be  a  serious  thing  to 
overrule  so  strong  a  body  of  judicial  authority  dealing  with 
this  very  question,  and  accordingly  moved  that  the  appeal 
be  dismissed,  with  costs. 

Lord  Davey,  in  the  course  of  his  judgment,  said  it  was 
essential  to  consider  whether  the  alleged  act  of  bankruptcy 
was  committed  in  this  country  or  abroad.  The  only  act  of 
bankruptcy  was  the  assignment,  which  was  executed  in 
Baltimore,  and  was  intended  to  have  eiiect  according  to  the 
law  of  Maryland  and  not  that  of  this  country.  Dulaney 
gave  instructions  to  Geddes  as  assignee,  and  not  as  agent. 
Now,  in  ex  parte  Crispin  it  was  held  that  it  is  the  act  of 
bankiuptcy  which  gives  the  Court  jurisdiction,  and  that  in 
the  case  of  a  foreigner  that  act  of  bankruptcy  must  be 
committed  in  this  country,  or  be  an  act  intended  to  operate 
according  co  the  law  of  this  country.  This  was  in  the  Act 
of  1869.  The  Act  of  1883,  Section  6,  provides  that  a  creditor 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  present  a  bankruptcy  petition  against 
a  debtor  unless  {inter  alia)  the  debtor  is  domiciled  in  Eng- 
land, or  within  a  year  before  the  date  of  the  presentation  of 
the  petition  has  crdinarily  resided  or  had  a  dwelling-house 
or  place  of  business  in  England.  It  was  argued  that  this 
was  equivalent  to  an  enactment  that  the  Court  shall  have 
jurisdiction  over  a  foreigner  who  within  a  year  has  had  a 
place  of  business  in  England.  But,  assuming  that  the  Court 
has  a  limited  jurisdiction  over  foreigners  residing  abroad 
but  trading  in  this  country,  there  is  no  provision  in  the  Act 
which  purpoits  to  alter  or  has  the  effect  of  altering  the  law 
as  to  the  conditions  on  which  or  the  limits  within  which 
that  jurisdiction  should  be  exercised.  If,  therefore,  one  of 
the  conditions  and  limitations  on  the  exercise  of  bank- 
ruptcy jurisdiction  against  a  foreigner  domiciled  and  resi- 
dent abroad  is  that  the  act  relied  on  as  an  act  of  bankruptcy 
must  have  been  done  by  the  bankrupt  within  the  jurisdiction, 
or  at  any  rate  if  the  execution  of  an  assignment  of  his 
property  by  a  foreign  debtor  in  his  own  country  is  not  an 
act  of  bankruptcy  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  if  that 
be  so  the  jurisdiction  has  never  arisen.  This  was  the  sub- 
stance of  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Pearson's 
cas3,  and  his  Lordship  thought  it  was  too  late  for  the  House 
to  reverse  such  a  uniform  course  of  decision. 

Lord  Brampton,  also  gave  judgment  to  the  same  effect. 
He  addressed  himself  to  the  three  cases  chiefly  rplied  upon 
for  the  respondents — viz.,  ex  parte  Crispin  (1873),  L.R.  8, 
Ch.  App.  374,  decided  by  Lord  Selborne,  L.C.  and  Sir  George 
Mellish,  L.J. ;  ex  parte  Blain,  in  re  Sawers  (1879),  L.R.  12, 
Ch.  D.  522,  by  Lords  Justices  James,  Brett,  and  Cotton  ;  and 
ex  parte  Pearson  (1892),  L.R.  2,  Q.B.  253,  by  Lord  Esher,  M.B., 
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and  Fry  and  Lopes,  L  JJ.  He  said  that  dealing  with  the  case 
the  one  fact  never  to  be  lost  sight  of  was  that  neither  of  the 
respondents  was  ever  personally  in  England,  and  therefore 
never  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  High  Court  in  Bank- 
ruptcy. It  followed  that  neither  was  ever  in  a  position  to 
commit  within  that  jurisdiction  an  act  of  bankruptcy.  It 
was  true  that  through  their  agent  Gedde-s  they  traded  in 
England,  in  the  course  of  that  trading  became  indebted  in 
England,  and  were  possessed  of  goods  which  were  within  the 
jurisdiction,  and  they  might  be  sued  to  judgment,  and 
execution  might  be  levied  upon  such  goods,  as  was  pointed 
out  by  James,  L  J.,  in  Blain's  case  ;  but  to  make  a  foreigner 
subject  to  the  bankruptcy  law  of  England  two  things  are 
essential,  both  of  which  were  absent  in  the  case — viz.,  that 
the  person  sought  to  be  made  liable  to  that  law  should  have 
been  in  England,  and  there  committed  an  act  of  bankruptcy. 
Judgment  was  given  accordingly. 

Royal  Baking-powder. 

In  thtir  judgment,  given  on  December  17,  in  the  appeal  by 
the  Royal  Baking-powder  Company,  their  Lordships  agreed 
with  the  Court  of  Appeal  that  a  certain  trade-circular  issued 
by  Wright,  Crossley  &  Co.  was  not  a  trade  libel  of  which  the 
appellants  had  a  right  to  CDmplain. 


Hipjh  Court  Cases. 

"  Mel  Kose  "  Tablets. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  December  14,  a  motion  in  the 
matter  of  Roberts  v.  Shirley  was  mentioned  before  Mr.  Justice 
Kekewich.  Counsel  stated  that  the  action  was  to  restrain 
passing  oS  in  respect  of  an  article  known  as  "Mel  Rose" 
tablets,  but  the  parties  had  agreed,  the  defendant  consenting 
to  a  perpetual  injunction  cn  the  terms  of  the  notice  of 
motion.  He  had  also  agreed  to  deliver  up  labels,  cards,  and 
wrappers,  and  to  pay  a  sum  of  40«.  as  damages. 

Phospherine  v.  Phosferquin. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  December  14,  Mr.  Justice 
Cozens- Hardy  had  before  him  a  motion,  in  the  case  of  Ashton 
&  Parsons  (Limited)  v.  F.  W.  Fowles,  for  an  injunction 
to  restrain  the  defendant  (of  6  Prince  Albert  Street,  Brigh- 
ton) from  selling,  or  offering  for  sale,  or  exposing  or 
advertising  for  sale,  or  procuring  to  be  sold,  any  medical 
preparation  not  prepared  by  the  plaintiffs,  under  the  name 
of  "  Phosferquin,"  or  under  any  name  which,  by  colourable 
imitation  of  the  plaintiffs' word  "Phospherine"  or  otherwise, 
was  calculated  to  represent  or  lead  to  the  belief  that  such 
preparation  was  "  Phospherine  "  or  was  a  preparation  of  the 
plaintiffs.  Mr.  Sebastian,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs,  said 
that  the  defendant  consented  to  a  perpetual  injunction  and 
to  pays  40*.  damages  and  costs  in  the  ordinary  way.  Order 
accordingly. 

White  v.  Boyle. 

In  the  Dublin  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  on  December  13,  the 
case  of  Mr.  White,  chemist,  Sligo,  against  Dr.  Boyle,  of 
Ballaghadereen,  was  set  down  for  hearing  before  Mr.  Justice 
Barton  and  a  city  common  jury.  It  was  an  action  to  recover 
the  sum  of  521.  14s.,  being  the  price  of  medicines  and 
medical  and  surgical  appliances  supplied  to  the  defendant. 
In  his  defence  Dr.  Boyle  challenged  the  scale  of  prices,  and 
also  relied  upon  certain  trade  customs  ;  and  he  further 
brought  into  court  the  sum  of  ZOl.  7s.  in  full  discharge  of 
the  claim.    When  the  case  was  called. 

The  Right  Hon.  The  MacDermot,  Q.C.,  for  the  defendant, 
said  that  a  settlement  had  been  come  to,  defendant  agreeing 
to  a  judgment  for  351.  and  costs.  The  settlement  was 
accordingly  made  a  rule  of  court. 

White  v.  Castlebea  Board  op  Guardians. 
In  the  Queen's  Bench,  Dublin,  on  December  14,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Murphy,  Mr.  White,  chemist,  Sligo,  sought 
to  recover  63/.  from  the  Castlerea  Board  of  Guardians 
for  drugs  and  medical  appliances  supplied  by  him  to  the 
Guardians  in  the  years  1894  and  1895.  Defendants  denied 
that  they  had  received  all  the  goods,  and  had  paid  24/. 
The  plaintiff  produced  orders  for  them  from  Dr.  Evan,  a 
medical  officer  of  the  Union,  and  also  receipts  for  their 
delivery,  and,  on  this  evidence,  the  jury  found  a  verdict  for 


the  fnll  amount  claimed,  less  one  item  of  8s.  6d.,  which  Mr. 
White  abandoned. 

The  Borax  Company. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  had  the  case  of  Foster  v.  the  Bora.x 
Company  (Limited)  under  consideration  on  Monday.  It 
was  an  appeal  on  a  financial  question  respecting  the  con- 
version of  the  company  into  Borax  Consolidated  (Limited), 
and  involved  a  sum  of  16,800/.  The  plaintiff  and  other 
debenture-holders  in  the  Borax  Company  (Limited)  (who 
dissented  from  the  conversion)  associated  with  him,  con- 
sidered that  they  were  entitled  to  enforce  payment  of  the 
amount  of  their  debentures  in  priority  to  the  assenting 
debenture-holders.  Mr.  Justice  Farwell  had  made  a  declara- 
tion that  the  plaintiff  and  dissenting-debenture  holders  had  a 
charge  upon  the  16,800/.  and  such  other  assets  of  the  Borax 
Company  as  had  not  been  included  in  an  agreement  dated 
November  29.  From  this  the  Borax  Company  appealed,  and 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  with  Lords  Justices  Rigby  and 
Vaughan  Williams,  allowed  the  appeal,  with  coats. 

An  Order  for  Mrs.  Beecham. 

In  the  Probate  and  Divorce  Division  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  on  December  14,  an  application  was  made  to  the 
President,  Sir  Francis  Jeune,  in  the  matter  of  Mrs.  Josephine 
Beecham  and  the  Commissioners  of  Lunacy.  Mr.  H. 
Bargrave  Deane,  Q.C.,  said  in  February  of  last  year  Mrs. 
Beecham,  having  arrived  at  a  certain  period  of  her  life, 
showed  signs  of  great  mental  excitement,  whereupon  her 
husband,  Mr.  Joseph  Beecham,  took  measures,  and  she  was 
certified  to  be  a  person  of  unsound  mind  and  removed  to  an 
asylum  at  Northampton,  and  there  she  was  still  in  charge  of 
the  Superintendent.  Upon  evidence  in  respect  to  her 
husband's  conduct,  she  was  now  desirous  of  filing  a  petition 
for  a  judicial  separation.  A  firm  of  solicitors  prepared  a 
petition,  which  she  signed,  but  a  few  days  ago,  when  the 
solicitor  went  down  with  a  commissioner  of  oaths  to  get  her 
to  swear  the  affidavit,  the  Superintendent  of  the  asylum. 
Dr.  Bailey,  refused  access,  and  produced  a  document  which 
he  said  was  his  authority  from  the  Commissioners  of  Lunacy. 
The  solicitors  were  afterwards  informed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners that  they  would  obey  any  order  which  the  Court 
should  make. 

The  President  said  he  had  no  hesitation  about  the  matter 
and  he  made  the  order. 

Mr.  Deane  said  the  matter  was  one  of  urgency,  because 
Mr.  Beecham  had  informed  them  that  he  was  leaving  the 
country  immediately  for  Cairo. 

[We  are  informed  that  this  application  was  made  without 
Mrs.  Beecham's  knowledge.  She  has  since  entirely  re- 
pudiated the  action  of  the  parties  who,  professing  to  act  on 
her  behalf,  made  the  application,  and  has  declined  to  make 
any  affidavit  or  sign  any  documents  whatever.] 

Deighton  v.  Munday. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  December  14,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Kekewich,  Mr.  Warrington,  Q.C.,  moved  for  the 
appointment  of  a  receiver  and  manager  of  a  chemist's  busi- 
ness at  Cardiff,  carried  on  by  the  defendant  Munday.  Mr. 
Joseph  Stanfield  had  been  appointed  interim  receiver  and 
manager,  and  he  had  now  to  ask  that  something  definite 
might  be  done  pending  the  trial  of  the  action.  Counsel 
narrated  the  facts  of  the  case  (which  have  previously  been 
reported  in  the  C.  S;  B.). 

Mr.  P.  Ogden  Lawrence,  Q.C.,  for  the  defendant,  said  he 
could  not  resist  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  and  manager. 
The  only  question  was  whether  the  defendant  should  be 
allowed  to  continue  to  act  as  manager  of  the  business  under 
the  supervision  of  the  receiver.  It  was  a  personal  goodwill. 
He  said  that  advisedly,  because  the  only  week  the  defendant 
was  absent  the  receipts  fell  to  less  than  half.  The  business 
was  perhaps  the  best  in  Cardiff. 

Mr.  Warrington  said  he  could  not  consent  to  the  suggestion 
that  the  defendant  should  be  the  manager. 

Mr.  Lawrence  said  he  was  instructed  that  there  was 
nothing  due  on  the  mortgage,  and  if  the  defendant  was 
ousted  from  the  business  the  whole  thing  would  be  ruined. 
The  defendant  was  well  known  in  Cardiff. 

Mr.  Warrington  said  he  had  not  the  slightest  objection 
to  the  receiver  being  directed  to  appoint  the  defendant  sub- 
manager. 
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Mr.  Lawrence  objected  to  the  word  sub-manager. 

After  some  further  discussion,  it  was  arranged  that  Mr. 
Stanfield  should  be  appointed  receiver  and  manager,  and 
that  the  defendant  should  act  as  manager.  It  was  also 
agreed  that  the  plain*ill  should  purchase  the  stock-in-trade 
at  a  fair  valuation,  and  that  accounts  should  be  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  adjusting  what  was  due  to  the  plaintiff  and 
defendant  respectively.  It  was  arranged  that  a  local 
chemist  should  make  a  valuation  of  the  stock-in-trade,  and 
that  the  plaintiff  should  pay  the  defendant  50^.  on  account 
of  the  purchase. 

Pharmacy- Acts  Appeal. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  Dublin,  on  December  17, 
before  Chief  Baron  Palles,  Mr.  Justice  Gibson,  and  Mr. 
Justice  JohDSOD,  the  appeal  of  Acting-Sergeant  Lawler 
against  the  decision  of  the  TuUamore  Magistrates  in  the  case 
of  Patrick  Delaney,  an  unqualified  assistant  to  Messr.='. 
P.  &  H.  Egan  (Limited),  for  selling  corrosive  sublimate  (see 
C.  ^-  B.,  November  10,  page  777,  and  November  24,  page  854) 
came  up  for  hearing. 

The  Magistrates  had  decided  in  favour  of  Delaney,  being 
of  opinion  that  he  did  not  keep  open  shop  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Act.  They  thought,  further,  that  Messrs.  Egan 
(Limited)  should  have  been  proceeded  against,  not  Delaney. 
The  question  was  whether  the  Magistrates  were  correct  in 
point  of  law. 

Mr.  Day,  B.L.,  for  the  appellant  and  for  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  of  Ireland,  quoted  the  words  of  the  Act  of  1876, 
"  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  sell  or  keep 
open  a  shop  for  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding 
poisons,  unless  such  person  be  registered  as  a  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  or  chemist,  or  druggist,  under  this  Act."  On 
that  and  on  the  authorities  he  submitted  that  Delaney  was 
liable. 

The  Chief  Baron :  Practically,  Mr.  Day,  you  represent  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  here  ? 
Mr.  Day  :  Yes,  my  Lord. 

The  Chief  Baron  :  And  in  the  court  below  the  proceedings 
were  instituted  by  the  constabulary.  If  you  want  to  make 
the  Act  effective  the  Society  themselves  should  sue,  and  the 
proceedings  should  be  brought  on  a  proper  form  of  summons 
in  the  inferior  court. 

Mr.  Day  :  It  is  a  pity  that  is  not  so. 

The  Chief  Baron  :  I  hope  it  will  be  done.  It  is  a  terrible 
thing  to  have  a  question  of  such  importance  to  the  public 
coming  up  here  in  this  way  simply  because  steps  were  not 
taken  to  issue  the  proper  form  of  summons  in  the  first 
instance. 

Mr.  Day  asked  that  the  Court  should  send  the  case  back 
to  the  Magistrates,  saying  that,  in  their  Lordships'  opinion, 
the  Justices  were  wrong  in  deciding  that  Delaney  was  not 
the  seller. 

Mr.  Justice  Johnson  said  the  summons  was  in  bad  form, 
and 

The  Chief  Baron  remarked  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  ought  to  have  competent  legal  assistance  in  framing 
their  summonses,  as  the  summons  in  that  case  was  very 
defective. 

Mr.  Justice  Gibson  :  A  conviction  for  selling  would,  I 
think,  be  perfectly  good. 

The  Chief  Baron  said  the  Magistrates  were  right  in  holding 
that  Delaney  did  not  keep  open  shop  within  the  meaning  of  the 
section  of  the  Act,  but  there  were  many  indications  that 
Delaney  did  retail  and  dispense  the  poison.  Delaney  was  liable 
to  be  proceeded  against  for  the  sale  of  the  poi-on,  and  the  case 
was  ordered  to  be  returned  to  the  Magistrates,  with  that 
opinion  and  direction  to  proceed  in  accordance  therewith, 
and  give  effect  to  it  by  convicting  on  that  count  in  the 
summons. 


A  TUBEECULOSIS-EEMEDY. 

Mr.  Justice  Wills  and  a  special  jury  are  hearing  evidence 
in  an  action  for  libel  brought  by  John  Bernard  Cunningham 
against  the  Daily  Enpress.  Plaintiff  is  an  American,  and 
took  the  degree  of  M.D.  in  Vermont  in  1890.  He  is  the 
promoter  of  a  system  of  treating  consumption  by  hypodermic 
injection,  and  in  August,  1899,  commenced  practice  at 
52  Oxford  Street,  the  ofSces  of  the  Viavi  Company,  which 
let  the  premises  to  his  friend  Mr.  Laughman,  who  financed 


him.  Mr.  Laughman  formed  a  company,  called  the  Con- 
sumption Institute  and  Sanatoria  (Limited).  Plaintiff  in- 
terested the  editor  of  the  Daily  Exyrcss  in  his  cure,  and  he 
made  inquiries,  subsequently  publishing  several  articles 
denouncing  plaintiff.  In  one  of  these  the  following  passage 
occurred  : — 

The  conclusion  the  editor  of  the  Express  has  come  to  is  that, 
so  far,  at  any  rate,  as  Clark  and  Cunningham  are  concerned,  there 
has  been  an  attempt  to  deceive  him  into  proclaiming  to  the  world 
a  scientific  discovery  which  never  had  any  existence.  .  .  .  The 
editor  of  the  Express  believes  that  Clark  and  Cunningham  hoped 
to  induce  him  to  j)ublisk  a  glowing  account  of  a  fictitious  cure  for 
this  dread  disease,  an  account  which  would  enable  them  to 
establish  a  quack  business  of  a  most  lucrative  character.  .  .  . 
Indeed,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  declare  the  alleged  cure  to 
be  a  fraud,  but  for  the  positive  evidence  that  Clark  and 
Cunningham  are  in  other  lines  of  business  persons  of  unsatisfac- 
tory character. 

This  was  part  of  the  libel. 

St.  Helens  Explosion. 

Mr.  Justice  Bucknill,  sitting  in  the  Chancery  Division  on 
Wednesday,  after  hearing  counsel  for  the  defendants  (the 
United  Alkali  Company),  and  without  calling  upon  counsel 
for  St.  Helens  Corporation,  gave  judgment  for  the  latter  with 
costs,  the  damages  done  to  the  gasometer,  &c.,  to  be  assessed. 
The  Corporation  claimed  4,000^.  In  the  course  of  his  judg- 
ment Mr.  Justice  Bucknill  said  there  was  abundant  evidence 
to  show  that  chlorate  of  potash  mixed  or  combined  with 
other  substances  such  as  charred  wood  is  dangerous.  It  is 
the  duty  of  a  person  who  stores  a  substance  which  unmixed 
would  be  harmless,  but  which  mixed  with' other  substances 
is  dangerous,  to  take  all  reasonable  precautions  to  prevent 
such  mixture  from  taking  place.  A  stay  of  proceedings  was 
granted  with  a  view  to  appeal. 

County  Court  Cases. 

A  Dental  Institute. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  December  14,  before  Mr.  G. 
Pitt-Lewis,  Q.C.,  Deputy  Judge,  and  a  jury,  an  action, 
which  had  been  remitted  from  the  Queen's  Bench  Division 
was  brought  by  Mr.  Rudolph  Polentz,  31  Harrington  Street, 
Hampstead  Road,  to  recover  the  sum  of  50Z.  under  a  bill  of 
exchange  given  by  defendant,  Mr.  F.  G.  Roberts,  dentist, 
24  Ludgate  Hill,  E.C. 

Defendant's  counsel  said  his  client  had  carried  on  business 
as  a  dentist  at  Woolwich,  and  later  on  at  Norwood.  He 
became  acquainted  with  Thomas  Dot,  who  suggested  that 
the  defendant  should  start  in  business  as  a  dentist  in  the 
City,  and  that  a  company  should  be  formed  to  be  known  as 
Roberts's  Dental  Institute.  Defendant  said  he  would  provide 
capital  to  the  amount  of  200/.  or  300/.  The  defendant  was 
to  be  the  manager  of  the  company  at  a  salary  of  bl.  a  week, 
and  he  was  to  have  43  per  cent,  of  the  profits  on  the  capital 
invested.  It  was  arranged  that  the  company  should  take 
large  premises  in  King  William  Street  ;  and,  at  Dot's 
request,  the  defendant  gave  Dot  a  bill  of  exchange  for  60/. 
for  six  months.  He  was  told  that  it  was  to  act  as  considera- 
tion for  the  shares  that  would  be  allotted  to  him.  The  land- 
lords of  the  premises  in  King  William  Street  granted  a  lease 
to  Roberts  at  a  rent  of  250/.  rising  to  600/.  Dot  then 
backed  out  of  the  whole  thing,  and  no  company  was  formed 
Dot,  meanwhile,  had  handed  the  bill  to  the  plaintiff. 

Plaintiff's  counsel  said  his  client  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances  as  mentioned  by  the  defendant's  counsel. 
The  plaintiff  could  not  be  affected  by  any  of  Dot's  methods, 
as  nothing-  had  been  brought  to  his  notice. 

The  jury  ultimately  found  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount 
claimed,  with  costs. 

Carriage  op  Ammonia. 

At  Bradford  County  Court  on  December  14,  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  brought  an  action  against  Samuel  Reeve, 
of  the  Spen  Valley  Chemical-works,  Cleckheaton,  to  recover 
money  owing  for  carriage  of  certain  carboys  of  liquid 
ammonia.  The  plaintiffs  contended  that  the  ammonia  came 
within  the  fifth-class  rate  of  the  general  classification  of 
railway  merchandise,  and  claimed  rates  accordingly.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  submitted  for  the  defence  that  the 
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fifth-class  rate  applied  only  to  liquor  |ammon.  fort,  of 
sp.  gr.  880,  whereas  that  in  question  was  only  of  sp.  gr.  -940. 
It  was  further  stated  that  an  agreement  was  made  that  the 
rate  charged  should  be  that  which  was  usual  with  other 
railway  companies,  and  notes  were  produced  showing  that  a 
lower  rate  had  been  charged  for  certain  quantities  of  liquid 
ammonia  which  had  been  carried  on  the  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  Railway  between  Cleckheaton  and  Bradford.  The 
further  claim  made  by  the  company  was  in  respect  of 
charges  for  demurrage  upon  waggons.  His  Honour  (Judge 
Bompas,  Q.C.)  decided  that  the  charges  under  the  general 
classification  issued  by  the  Kailway  Clearing  House,  which 
placed  ammonia  in  carboys  in  the  fifth  class,  must  be  held 
to  be  the  usual  charges  by  railway  companies  in  respect  to 
the  carriage  of  ammonia,  and  gave  judgment  for  the 
company  for  the  items  for  carriage.  Judgment  was  also 
given  for  the  railway  company  in  regard  to  the  charges  for 
demurrage  except  in  respect  to  one  item. 

Teetotalism  not  Stipulated. 

At  the  Manchester  County  Court  on  December  17,  Tom 
Gilbert  Hanks,  chemist's  assistant,  sought  to  recover  a 
month's  wages  in  lieu  of  notice  from  Mr.  C.  H.  Griftith?, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Droylsden.  Mr.  Griffiths  had  ad- 
vertised for  a  manager  for  his  branch  shop,  and  plaintiff, 
who  was  then  an  assistant  at  Dartford,  obtained  the 
appointment.  He  was  to  commence  work  on  Monday, 
October  8,  and  reached  Droylsden  on  the  preceding  Friday. 
Having  secured  apartment?.  Hanks  went  to  the  principal 
local  hotel — the  Drovers'  Arms — and  had  a  few  glasses  of 
ale.  Whilst  there  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  the 
landlord's  son,  and  arranged  to  accompany  him  to  some 
local  sports  on  the  following  day.  Next  day  Hanks  kept  his 
appointment,  and,  after  having  had  a  glass  of  beer,  paid  a 
brief  visit  to  Mr.  Griffiths,  who  told  him,  seeing  he  had  been 
to  the  Drovers'  Arms,  he  would  not  have  him  on  his  premises 
for  five  thousand  pounds,  and  he  was,  therefore,  at  liberty 
to  go  where  he  liked.  The  defendant  (who  conducted  his 
own  case)  alleged  that  plaintiff  was  drunk  at  the  time  he 
refused  to  have  anything  further  to  do  with  him;  but  two 
witnesses  said  the  plaintifE  was  quite  sober  at  the  time.  Mr. 
Griffiths  said  the  plaintifE  smelt  very  strongl}-  of  whisky 
when  he  arrived  from  Dartford  on  the  Friday,  and  that  after 
he  went  out  the  shop  " reeked  "  with  it.  (Laughter.)  To 
have  a  drunken  person  behind  a  chemist's  counter  would,  he 
said,  be  a  public  danger.  Mr.  Griffiths's  late  assistant 
corroborated  the  evidence  that  plaintiff  was  under  the 
iLfluence  of  drink  when  he  came  to  the  shop  on  the  Friday. 
Judge  Parry  said  it  had  not  been  stipulated  by  the  defen- 
dant that  his  new  assistant  should  be  a  teetotaler,  and  there 
was  nothiog  to  prevent  the  plaintiff  from  spending  his 
evenings  at  1  he  public-house  if  he  thought  proper  to  do  so. 
There  was  not  sufficient  evidence  to  support  the  allegation 
of  the  plaintiff's  drunkenness,  \\hereas  the  plaintiff  had 
brought  two  re.^pectable  witnesses  to  prove  that  he  was 
sober.  There  would  be  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for  8^. 
and  costs. 


Spirits  Acts. 

Me.  W.  p.  Lappin,  Kells,  described  as  a  chemist  and  drug- 
gist (but  whose  name  is  not  on  the  Irish  registers),  was  last 
week  summoned  by  the  Supervisor  of  Inland  Revenue  for 
selling  methylated  spirit  without  a  licence.  Defendant 
pleaded  that  he  merely  sold  the  spirit  to  oblige  the  pur- 
chaser, and  that  his  stock  was  left  from  his  predecessor. 
The  full  penalty  of  501.  was  inflicted,  which  the  Magistrates 
reduced  to  IZl.  10s.,  with  a  further  recommendation  that  the 
Inland  Revenue  Department  reduce  it  to  IQs. 


From  the  "  Edinburgh  Gazette." 

Petition  for  Discharge. 

Robettson,  Tosepb,  Cullen,  postmaster  and  chemist.  Agent, 
W.  J.  Watson,  Banff,  solicitor. 

Trust-deed  Granted. 

Traser,  Tames,  &.  Co.,  Canal  Place,  Aberdeen,  chemical- 
manufacturers,  and  Robert  Rainnie,  Jun.,  sole  partner. 
Claims  to  J.  &  J  S.  Watt,  26  King  Street,  Aberdeen,  Ad- 
vocates, forthwith. 


Bankruptcies  ant)  jfailuree. 


Be  John  Axdreav  Piukstley,  Latimer  Street,  Bradford, 
Chemist's  Assistant. 

A  "  MEETiNGjof  the  creditors"  was  hold  at  Bradford  on  Decem- 
ber 13.  There  is  only  one  creditor,  and  tlie  estate  was  left  in  the 
liands  of  the  Oificial  Receiver,  who  stated  that  the  bankrupt  filed 
his  petition  in  bankruptcy  in  January,  1898,  at  which  date  he  was 
a  chemist  and  druggist  at  Stoke-on-Trent.  His  liabilities  then 
amounted  to  about  1,300?.,  and  a  dividend  of  in  the  pound 

was  paid  to  the  creditor.  Since  filing  his  iietition  he  had  been  a 
chemist's  assistant,  first  at  Clay  Cross,  afterwards  at  Grassmoor, 
and  since  Marcli  last  at  Bradford.  The  business  there  was 
claimed  by  his  father,  who  was  stated  to  have  purchased  all  the 
contents  of  the  shop.  The  validity  of  the  claim  was,  however, 
being  tested.  The  bankrupt  states  that  he  disputes  the  debt  of 
his  sole  creditor.  His  inability  to  pay  this  debt  caused  him  to  file 
the  petition.    He  makes  no  offer  to  his  creditor. 


He  W.M.  Shillingford  (trading  as  W.  E.  Line  &  Co.),  St.  John's 
Hill,  Reading,  Mineral-water  Manufacturer. 

Accounts  have  been  filed  showing  gross  liabilities  of 
3,936/.  13s.  5f?.,  of  which  3,022?.  16.s.  Id.  is  expected  to  rank  for 
dividend,  and  assets  estimated  to  produce  681?.  6s.  2(?.  The 
debtor  attributes  his  failure  to  "borrowed  capital,  hiring-agree- 
ment  payments,  bad  season,  and  loss  on  bottles."  The  following 
are  amongst  the  creditors  : — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Anglo  -  Continental    Chemical  -  works 

(Limited*,  London 

11 

15 

0 

"  Bankers,"  Reading  ...   

280 

0 

0 

Duckworth  &  Co.,  Manchester... 

42 

10 

2 

Fieldings  (Limited I,  Reading  ... 

45 

0 

0 

Hay,  Wm.  (Limited),  Hull   

16 

6 

7 

Kelner  Brothers,  London   

10 

12 

4 

Loze,  A.,  (fe  Co.,  Liverpool 
Meadoworoft,  W.,  &  Sons  (Limited), 

12 

13 

0 

Birmingham 

18 

5 

3 

Blineral-water  Bottle  Exchange,  etc.. 

Society  (London) 

12 

2 

0 

Bylands's  Glass  and  Engineering  Com- 

pany, Barnsley... 

10 

0 

0 

Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited),  London 

14 

0 

0 

Shillingford,  J.  H.,  Bicester   

1,580 

0 

0 

Shillingford,  Miss  C,  Bicester  

52 

10 

0 

Sliillingtord,  Miss  H.,  Bicester  

49 

10 

0 

Shillingford,  Miss  M.  H.,  Reading  ... 

20 

0 

0 

Shillingford,  Bliss  M.  M.,  Reading 

10 

0 

0 

Shillingford,  Mrs.,  Reading   

20 

0 

0 

Shillingford,  W.,  jun. 

10 

0 

0 

IRew  Companies  Si  Company  IRews* 


Brightenall  (Limited). — Registered  in  Dublin.  Capital 
10,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Oljjeots  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the 
business  of  manufacturers  of  metal-polish  and  soap  carried  on  by 
A.  W.  Vance,  20  College  Street  South,  Belfast. 

S.AMUEL  Taylor  (M.\nchester)  (Limited).— Capital  5,000?.,  in 
1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  barber,  hair- 
dresser, shampooer,  perfumer,  chemist,  druggist,  etc.,  carried  on 
at  26-28  King  Street,  Manchester,  and  elsewhere,  by  Samuel 
Taylor. 

Elders,  Walker  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  15,000?.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  paint,  colour,  and 
varnish  merchants  carried  on  at  Lime  Street,  New'castle  on-Tyne, 
as  "  Elders  Brothers,"  and  the  business  of  paint,  colour,  varnish, 
and  glass  merchants,  lie,  carried  on  at  High  Street,  Gateshead, 
and  at  Belle  Vue  Crescent,  Tyne  Dock,  Durham,  as  "  C.  Walker 
&  Co." 

Sussex  SuPER-AiiRATioN  (Limited). — Capital  30,000?.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects :  To  adopt  agreements  with  R.  Fry  &  Co. 
(Limited),  H.  J.  Etherington  and  W  Radermacher  for  the 
acquisitioir  of  certain  inventions,  and  to  manufacture  and  deal  in 
all  plant,  machinery,  and  apparatus  for  drawing  off  or  dispensing 
ai'rated  liquors  from  bulk  on  draught.  The  first  directors  are  E.  A, 
Wallis  and  H.  W.  Royle  (managing  directors  of  R.  Fry  &  Co., 
Limited),  J.  S.  Lee,  H.  J.  Etherington,  and  W.  Radermacher. 

BiscHOF  White-lead  Corporation  (19C0)  (Limited). — Capital 
350,000?.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of 
Bischof's  White-lead  Ssndicate  (Limited),  including  patents,  and 
to  manufacture  and  deal  in  lead,  white-lead,  paint,  varnish,  oils. 
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pigments,  itc.  The  first  directors  are  R.  Mond,  E.  L.  Pease, 
J.  F.  Pease,  and  J.  F.  L.  Brunner.  Qualification,  2501.  Re- 
muneration, 250/.  each  per  annum.,  and  375?.  for  the  chairman. 

Heywood  &  Massie  (Limited). — Capital  15,000Z.,  in  11.  shares 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  ot  chemical-manufacturers 
carried  on  at  Frodsham,  Cheshire,  as  Heywood  &  Massie.  The 
first  directors  are  C.  H.  Piggott,  "William  Johnson,  and  Henry  E. 
Massie.  Registered  office.  Weaver  Chemical-works,  Frodsham, 
Cheshire. 

Reinhabdt  &  Sons  (Limited). — Capital  2,500/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  &c., 
now  carried  on  by  Johann  C.  Reinhardt  and  William  T.  Rein- 
hardt,  at  76  Briggate,  Leeds,  as  "  Reinhardt  &  Sons."  The  first 
subscribers  are  :— W.  T.  Reinhardt,  The  Haven,  Douglas,  Isle  of 
Man,  pharmaceutical  chemist;  W.  W.  Fletcher,  11  Camden 
Terrace,  Leeds,  wholesale  druggist ;  W.  T.  Castelow,  Crossgates, 
Leeds,  chemist  and  druggist ;  C.  Gibson,  14  Brunswick  Terrace, 
Leeds,  engineer ;  G.  Castelow,  Beulah  House,  Crossgates,  Leeds, 
clerk ;  G.  E.  English,  11  Lower  Brunswick  Street,  Leeds, 
clothier's  cutter ;  and  W.  A.  Wharrauo,  49  St.  Paul's  Street,  Leeds, 
wholesale  chemist. 

BnucES  (Limited).— Capital  10,00CZ.,  in  IZ.  shares.  Objects: 
To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  28  Broadway,  Ealing,  and 
elsewhere,  as  "  Bruce's  Drug-stores,"  to  adopt  an  agreement  with 
E.  F.  Strickland,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  drug- 
gists, dry  salters,  oil  and  colour  men,  manufacturers  of  photographic, 
optical,  and  other  apparatus,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each 
with  one  share)  are  : — F.  Agar,  The  Sheaves,  St.  John's  Road, 
Southend,  gentleman;  Miss  A.  M.  Duck,  The  Sheaves,  St.  John's 
Road,  Southend ;  J.  Gilbert,  Shamrock,  Argyll  Road,  Southend, 
Civil  servant;  H.  Knight,  10  Ropemaker  Street,  E.C.,  merchant; 
E.  F.  Strickland,  28  The  Broadway,  Ealing,  chemist;  Mrs.  S.  K. 
Strickland,  10  The  Park,  Ealing,  W. ;  and  S.  A.  Gumming, 
Devonia,  Hanwell,  W.,  builder.  F.  Agar  and  E.  P.  Strickland  are 
permanent  directors. 

Globe  Manufacturing  Comp.4.ny  (Limited). — Capital  15,000/., 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  engineers, 
electro  and  manufacturing  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  soap- 
makers,  oil  and  colour  manufacturers,  makers  of  electrical, 
photographic,  surgical,  and  scientiBc  apparatus  and  materials,  &c. 
The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are : — C.  E.  Bircb, 
Lynwood  Lodge,  Richmond,  Surrey,  managing  director ;  G. 
Adams,  61  Wandsworth  Bridge  Road,  S.W.,  accountant  ;  P. 
Sidney,  98  Sewardstone  Road,  Victoria  Park,  N.E.,  clerk  ; 
J.  Milher,  9  Abbey  Gardens,  N.W.,  draughtsman  ;  P.  A.  Sargeant, 
6  Bloorasbury  Street,  W.C.,  salesman ;  W.  Ewen,  35  Victoria 
Park,  N.E,,  clerk ;  and  W.  S.  Gronow,  28  Victoria  Street,  S.W., 
engineer.  The  number  of  directors  is  not  to  be  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  five. 

A.  Gallenkamp  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  25,CO0/.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  "A.  Gallenkamp  & 
Co.,"  to  manufacture,  import,  export,  and  deal  in  scientific  and 
physical  apparatus,  including  bacteriological,  biological,  chemical, 
and  metallurgical  apparatus,  assay  and  analytical  balances, 
hospital  class-goods,  photographic  apparatus,  and  hospital, 
laboratory,  and  museum  equipments,  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  opticians,  chemists,  oilmen,  &c.  The  first  subscribei's  are  : — 
A.  Gallenkamp,  106  Mount  Pleasant  Lane,  Upper  Clapton,  N.E., 
merchant;  Mrs.  C.  M.  Gallenkamp,  106  Mount  Pleasant  Lane, 
Upper  Clapton,  N.E. ;  J.  Jarrom,  42  Fosse  Road,  Leicester, 
house-agent  ;  H.  G.  Jarrom,  9  Leigh  Chambers,  38  Great  Ormond 
Street,  W.C.,  manager;  R.  W.  Rumble,  3  James  Place,  Avcola 
Street,  Hackney,  N.E.,  clerk  ;  J.  Davies,'16  Suffolk  Street,  Rother- 
hithe,  S.E.,  stock-manager;  and  Miss  E.  Gallenkamp,  106  Mount 
Pleasant  Lane,  Upper  Clapton,  N.E.  The  first  directors  are 
A.  Gallenkamp  and  H.  G.  Jarrom.  Qualification  100/.  (managing 
directors  1,700/.).    Registered  o£&ce,  19-21,  Sun  Street,  Fmsbury. 

R.  Sumneb  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  50,000/.,  in  6,000 
preference  shares  of  51.  each  and  2,000  ordinary  shares  of  10/. 
each.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  50a  Lord 
Street,  and  11-13  Thomas  Street,  Liverpool,  as  "  R.  Sumner  & 
Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing,  export, 
wholesale,  and  retail  druggists,  drug-grinders,  chemists,  chemical- 
manufacturers,  lozenge-manufacturers,  perfumers,  dealers  in 
essential  oils  and  essences,  manufacturers  of  optical  and  other 
instruments,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  :— R.  H.  Catley, 
69  Rawcliffe  Road,  Walton,  Liverpool,  manufacturing  chemist ; 
P.  Stone,  12  Egerton  Road,  Smithdown  Road,  Liverpool,  clerk  ; 
R.  Thatcher,  30  Barrington  Road,  Smithdown  Road,  Liverpool, 
clerk;  G.  Winchester,  82  Clarendon  Road,  Seacombe,  Cheshire, 
druggists'  sundries  assistant ;  P.  Backhouse,  29  Tiber  Street, 
Liverpool,  druggists'  assistant;  J.  E.  Wilson,  111  Red  Rock 
iv'it''  ■'-'''^^'^P°°1>  druggists'  assistant;  and  J.  R.  Stevenson, 
1  /  Muberry  Road,  Rock  Perry,  druggists'  assistant.  Arthur  M. 
i,?n?!;  ."^"^^^  Overton  are  '-life"  directors.  Qualification 

1,000/.    Registered  office,  50a  Lord  Street,  Liverpool. 


BOVRIL  (Limited), — The  directors  have  appointed  Vis- 
count Dancannon,  C.B.,  to  be  the  chairman  of  the  company, 
in  succession  to  the  late  Mr.  John  Lawson  Johnston.  Mr. 
George  Lawson  Johnston  has  been  appointed  vice-chairman. 

Kodak  (Limited). — The  directors  have  declared  a  divi- 
dend of  1|  per  cent,  on  the  preference  issue,  making  6  per 
cent,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  and  an  interim 
dividend  of  2|  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  both  payable 
December  31. 

TEE^X'^'s  Remedies  (Limited). — This  company  appealed 
to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  Dublin,  on  December  13  and  14,  from 
an  order  made  by  Judge  Boyd  on  November  6  in  re  John 
Townsell  Trench,  bankrupt.  After  a  lengthy  legal  argument 
as  to  the  regularity  of  certain  documents  which  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Court,  and  as  to  the  nature  of  the  order  made 
by  Judge  Boyd,  the  Court  decided  to  discharge  the  order 
appealed  from,  and  gave  the  appellants  costs. 

Khoosh  (Limited). — A  winding-up  order  has  been  made 
recently  against  this  company.  The  statutory  meetings  of 
creditors  and  shareholders  were  held  on  December  14,  at 
the  offices  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  when 
it  was  reported  that  the  company  was  promoted  in  March 
last,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  5,000/.,  to  take  over  as  a 
going  concern  the  assets  of  Khoosh  Tonic-bitters  Company 
(Limited),  with  its  secret  and  patent  processes  and  right  of 
manufacture  of  the  Khoosh  tonic-bitters.  The  company 
now  owed  only  about  300/.,  exclusive  of  a  claim  to  900/.  put 
forward  by  Mr.  H.  Davis,  the  managing  director,  which, 
moreover,  was  disputed.  Resolutions  were  passed  at  both 
meetings  for  the  Official  Receiver,  assisted  by  a  committee 
of  inspection,  to  remain  in  charge  of  the  liquidation. 

H.  W.  Carter  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  report  of  the 
directors  for  the  year  ending  October  31  shows  that  after 
making  adequate  deductions  there  is  4,631/.  to  the  credit  of 
proflt-and-loss  account.  After  deducting  directors'  and 
auditors"  fees,  reserve  for  bad  debts,  interest  on  debentures, 
and  dividends  on  preference  shares,  2,651/.  is  left,  out  of 
which  an  interim  dividend  of  6  per  cent,  was  paid  on  the 
ordinary  shares  for  the  half-year  ending  April  30,  leaving 
2,171/.  now  to  be  disposed  of.  This  the  directors  propose  to 
appropriate  by  adding  1,000/.  to  the  general  reserve  fund 
(which  will  then  stand  at  3,000/.),  by  paying  a  dividend  on 
the  ordinary  shares  at  the  rate  of  14  per  cent,  per  annum 
for  the  half-year  ended  October  31,  making  a  total  distribu- 
tion of  10  per  cent,  for  the  year.  This  will  absorb  1,120/ , 
and  the  balance  (51/.)  will  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the 
current  year's  account. 

Boots'  Pure-drug  Company  (Limited).— This  company 
are  advertising  this  week  a  new  issue  of  100,000  11.  6-per- 
cent, preference  shares.  The  growth  of  the  business  during 
the  twenty- six  years  of  the  company's  existence  has  been 
phenomenal.  The  original  business  was  carried  on  as  a 
private  concern  by  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  up  to  1883,  when  it  was 
converted  into  a  limited  company  In  1888  it  was  recon- 
structed, but  without  any  public  issue,  and  the  present  is  the 
first  invitation  to  the  public  to  subscribe  for  shares.  With 
a  view  to  the  development  of  the  manufacturing  and  import 
branch  of  the  business  the  retail  portion  was  in  1892  formed 
into  a  public  company  known  as  Boots',  Cash  Chemists 
(Eastern),  Limited,  and  with  the  capital  released  by  the  sale 
of  the  retail  businesses  of  the  Eastern  company  a  fresh  group 
of  retail  shops,  situated  in  the  western  part  of  the  country, 
had  been  opened  and  developed  under  the  auspices  of  the 
parent  company.  These  were  sold  to  another  associated 
company,  incorporated  as  Boots',  Cash  Chemists  CWestern), 
Limited.  In  developing  the  latter  company  Lancashire  had 
been  tapped,  and  ultimately  the  shops  in  Lancashire  were 
detached  from  the  'Western  company  and  the  parent  com- 
pany, and  in  1899  a  fresh  group  was  formed  under  the  title 
of  Boots',  Cash  Chemists  (Lancashire),  Limited.  These 
three  groups  of  retail  branches,  numbering  over  180  shops, 
all  work  in  close  connection  with  Boots'  Pure-drug  Company 
(Limited),  from  which  they  draw  supplies,  and  in  their  turn 
afford  an  outlet  for  the  manufactured  products  of  the  com- 
pany. Some  of  the  branches  are  departmental  stores,  while 
others  are  distributing-centres  for  the  goods  dealt  in  by 
chemists,  druggists,  stationers,  &c.  The  Nottingham  ware- 
houses cover  four  acres  of  ground,  and  the  staff  in  Notting- 
ham alone  numbers  over  1,100.    The  auditor's  certificate 
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indicates  that  the  average  annual  profits  of  the  compaDy  for 
the  past  three  years  have  amounted  to  nearly  three  times  the 
sum  required  to  provide  a  dividend  on  the  proposed  new 
issue,  and  that  the  last  year's  profits  were  over  20  per  cent, 
in  advance  of  previous  years. 

Idris  &;  Co.  (Limited). — The  annual  general  meeting  of 
shareholders  was  held  at  the  company's  works,  Pratt  Street, 
Camden  Town,  N.W.,  on  December  14.    There  was  a  good 
attendance.    The  annual  report  and  balance-sheet  for  the 
year  ended  October  31,  1900,  having  been  taken  as  read, 
Mr.  T.  H.  Williams  Idris,  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors, 
moved  their  adoption,  and  said   that   the  balance-sheet 
was  a  very  good  one.    He  remarked  upon  the  unfavourable 
season  and  generally  upon  the  character  of  the  trade  of  the 
company  and  the  provision  which  has  been  made  to  deal 
with  emergencies.    One  of  the  sources  of  a  good  balance- 
sheet,  he  said,  was  that  out  of  the  profits  of  several  years 
they  had  built  up  a  strong  reserve  fund,  and  that  reserve 
fund  has  been  during  the  past  year  in  buildings  mainly. 
That  fund  now  amounted  to  34,000?.    They  now  had  build- 
ings in  excess  of  those  mortgaged  to  the  debenture-holders 
by  40,000/.,  and  the  portions  already  let  would  produce  a 
fair  interest  to  the  reserve  fund.    During  the  coming  year 
they  would  realise  a  good  deal  more  from  that  source.  At 
Canterbury  and  Liverpool  they  had  freehold  premises  much 
larger  than  required  for  their  business.    Offers  received  to 
rent  portions  of  these  had  not  been  thought  quite  good 
enough,  as  they  did  not  yet  know  what  room  they  would 
want,  especially  in  Liverpool,  where  business  was  remark- 
ably promising.    As  to  the  issue  of  the  "  A  ''  ordinary  shares 
he  explained  that  this  was  to  meet  the  views  of  customers 
and  shareholders  mainly.    It  had  been  mentioned  to  the 
directors  that  the  customers  and  shareholders  had  not  had 
opportunities  of  taking  up  ordinary  shares.    There  were  no 
ordinary  shares  to  offer.     In  order  to    meet  the  views 
expressed  the  directors  had  considered  the  possibility  of 
reconstruction,  so  as  to  have  two  classes  of  shares  instead  of 
five.    They  found  it  would  be  difficult  to  meet  all  the  views 
put  before  them  by  the  different  sections  of  shareholders  as 
to  the  comparative  values  of  their  holdings,  and  also  that 
the  expense  would  be  very  great.     The  memorandum  of 
association  so  tied  them  up  that  they  were  unable  to  convert 
one  class  of  shares  into  another.    They  then  considered 
what  was  the  next  best  thing  to  do,  and  determined  that  the 
"A"  ordinary  shares,  which  now  stood  at  34,000/.,  should 
be  increased  to  50,000/.,  because  that  was  the  minimum 
amount  on  which  they  could  apply  for  a  Stock  Exchange 
quotation,  and  at  the  same  time  two-thirds  of  the  whole  of 
the  "A"  ordinary  shares  would  be  offered  to  the  public. 
In  order  to  effect  this  object  the  directors  had  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  company  a  sufficient  number  of  thares  to 
make,  with  this  16,000/.  new  ordinary,  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  50,000/.    He  concluded  by  moving  the  adoption  of 
the  report  aad  pay  ment  of  the  dividends.    Mr.  A.  Adpar 
Jones  seconded.     In  reply  to  Mr.  Clarke,  the  Chairman 
explained  that  the  directors  have  arranged  to  work  a  portion 
of  the  business  acquired  from  Camden  Town,  and  will 
probably  work  the  whole  of  it  before  long.    Replying  to  Mr. 
Hicks,  he  said  the  whole  of  the  reserve  fund  was  not 
invested  in  the  business.    In  order  to  get  the  cheapest 
premises  for  themselves  they  had  adopted  the  principle  of 
buying  land  and  buildings  which  greatly  exceed  in  capacity 
what  is  required  for  the  business.     In  that  way  a  good 
portion  of  the  fund  is  outside  their  own  business.    They  had 
spent  between  10,000/.  and  12,000/.  on  premises,  and  much 
of  these  are  let  and  produce  good  results.     34,000/.  is 
invested  in  freeholds  and  long  leaseholds  entirely  outside 
the  freeholds  and  long  leaseholds  mortgaged  to  the  deben- 
ture-holders.   Replying  to  Mr.  Yonge,  he  said  the  expenses 
at  the  Paris  Exhibition  had  been  paid  out  of  the  year's 
profits.    The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  A.  J.  Hill, 
Vellacott  &  Co.  were  re-elected  auditors.     Mr.  Hill,  in 
acknowledging  the  appointment,  said  the  company  could 
congratulate  themselves  on  the  integrity,  character,  and 
ability  of  the  board.    The  meeting  was  then  constituted  an 
extraordinary  general  meeting,  and  the  motion  to  increase 
the  capital  of  the  company  from  200,000/.  to  216,000/.  by 
the  creation  of  16,000  new  "  A"  ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each 
was  agreed  to.    This,  apart  from  votes  of  thanks,  was  all 
the  business. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS.-Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  inttrest. 


LicLuid  Extract  of  Cascara  Sagrada. 

Sir, — In  reference  to  Mr.  Blake's  extraordinary  statement 
regarding  the  extractive  content  of  liquid  extract  of  cascara 
sagrada,  I  may  state  that  in  all  my  experience  (and  I  have 
manufactured  tons  of  the  extract)  the  finished  product  after 
allowing  time  to  deposit  on  addition  of  alcohol,  has  rarely 
yielded  more  than  25  per  cent,  of  dry  residue,  and  the  sp.  gr. 
of  the  preparation  is  1060.  Yours  truly, 

Edinburgh,  December  17.  Adam  Gibson. 

Sir, — I  find  from  my  firm's  laboratory  records  that  the 
average  amount  of  solid  extract  we  have  obtained  recently 
from  cascara  sagrada  is  27  per  cent.,  whilst  the  solid  residue 
obtained  on  evaporating  the  liquid  extract  averages  20  per 
cent.  How  an  analyst,  even  in  Ireland,  can  obtain  or  hope 
to  obtain  between  50  and  60  per  cent,  of  solid  residue  from 
the  liquid  extract,  is  a  mystery  too  deep  for  the  Saxon  mind 
to  fathom.  Yours  faithfully, 

Exeter,  December  19.  H.  Wippell  G.\dd. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  above  preparation,  I  may  say  that 
a  reference  to  laboratory  journal  of  our  firm — and  we  make 
rather  largely — shows  that  about  25  per  cent,  extractive  is  a 
fair  average  yield,  the  sp.  gr.  being  from  1 058  to  1  070. 
The  last  batch  maele  was  sp.  gr.  1  0699,  and  gave  24  94  per 
cent,  extract,  dried  till  it  ceased  to  lose  weight  at  110°  C. 
The  sp.  gr.  is,  perhaps,  a  trifle  high  owing  to  spirit  being 
slightly  under  (17-55  per  cent,  by  volume),  this  due  to  acci- 
dental evaporation  while  a  small  lot  under  examination  was 
being  filtered.  Out  of  curiosity  I  set  on  on  Monday  a 
1-pint  lot,  and  made  it  strictly  B.P.  personally.  To-night, 
as  I  write,  I  have  the  newly-finished  results  by  me.  They 
are : — 

Extractive  from  1  c.c.  dried  to  constant  weight  at  110°  C.  = 
0-307  ;  0-307  x  100  =  30-7  per  cent,  extractive. 
(Duplicate  experiment  =  31'1  per  cent.) 

The  spirit  I  did  not  estimate,  as  there  is  no  question  as  to 
its  correct  proportion.  Everything  was  done  at  60°  F., 
even  to  the  measuring  of  spirit  and  final  adjustment  of 
bulk. 

Sp.  gr.  1-08535  before  filtration. 
Sp.  gr.  1-08530  after  filtration. 

The  experimental  lot  I  made  is  a  very  fine  sample  indeed, 
but,  of  course,  making  in  quantity  one  cannot  exercise  the 
same  nicety  in  manipulation. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Geo.  F.  Mersox. 
24  Newgate  Street,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
December  19. 

Sir, — I  think  Mr.  Blake  must  be  under  a  mistaken  impres- 
sion as  to  the  amount  of  extractive  in  ext.  cascar.  sag.  liq. 
I  have  made  large  quantities  of  this  from  bark  of  guaranteed 
maturity,  and  have  been  struck  by  the  closeness  of  propor- 
tion of  e.xtractive  each  time.  It  has  been  invariably  so  near 
25  per  cent,  as  to  make  that  proportion  practically  an  abso- 
lute equivalent.  Again,  we  are  offered  by  the  best  makers  a 
capsule,  whose  capacity  is  5  minims,  guaranteed  to  contain 
the  equivalent  of  15  minims  liquid  extract.  This  means  that 
each  must  contain  at  least  3|  gr.  solid  material,  and  that 
does  not  leave  much  room  for  the  oily  fluid  in  which  the 
powdered  extract  must  be  suspended  in  order  to  fill  the 
capsule.  Indeed,  it  has  greatly  puzzled  me  how  it  is  done, 
as  it  would  anyone  who  tried  the  above  quantities  of  solid 

I and  fluid,  and  noticed  how  dense  the  resulting  mass  -  one 
can  scarcely  call  it  a  fluid — is.    But  if  Mr.  Blake's  estimate 
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were  correct,  it  would  be  like  trying  the  old  plan  of  putting 
a  quart  into  a  pint  pot,  as  there  would  be  about  7^-  gr.  to  go 
into  a  5-minim  capsule.       Yours  faithfully, 
76  Kensington  Park  Road,  W.         Heebeex  Roberts. 

Sir, — In  an  article  on  the  above  subject  which  appeared 
in  your  issue  of  December  15,  page  959,  yon  refer  to  the 
results  obtained  by  the  Belfast  Public  Analyst  in  the  exami- 
nations of  four  samples  of  liquid  extract  of  cascara,  one  of 
them  bearing  the  initials  of  my  company.  It  would  appear 
from  the  particulars  given — that  is  to  say,  sp,  gr.  and  solid 
extract  per  cent. — that  the  results  are  not  quite  concordant, 
neither  are  they  in  agreement,  so  far  as  the  former  figure  is 
concerned,  with  the  other  three  samples  examined.  I  would 
like  to  explain  that  the  lower  sp.  gr.  (1'054  against  1'060, 
1'059,  and  1'061  respectively)  is  solely  due  to  the  greater 
proportion  of  spirit  contained  in  the  liquid  extract,  the 
extractive  percentage  being  the  highest,  with  one  exception, 
of  the  four  samples  referred  to.  The  reason  of  the  presence 
of  the  greater  percentage  of  spirit  is  that  in  my  experience 
the  quantity  required  by  the  British  Pharmacof  ceia,  1898,  is 
insufficient  to  keep  the  preparation  under  varying  conditions. 
Shortly  after  the  publicaticn  of  the  Briti-h  Pliarmacoroeia, 
1893,  I  expressed  doubts  as  to  the  keeping-properiies  of  the 
liquid  extract  with  the  proportion  of  spirit  required  by  the 
new  Pharmacopoeia  (see  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
September  10,  1868,  page  459).  These  doubts  have  unfortu- 
nately been  only  too  well  confirmed  by  o  her  workers  and 
myself.  Therefore  the  sample  of  liquid  extract  referred  to 
in  your  note,  in  common  with  all  of  that  sent  out  by  my 
company,  contains  25  per  cent,  more  spirit  than  is  required 
by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia — that  is  to  say,  5  oz.  of  90  per- 
cent, alcohol  in  each  20  fi.  oz.  ios'ead  of  4  fl.  oz.  This 
results  in  the  proportionate  lowering  of  the  sp.  gr. 

My  experience  of  the  average  total  aqueous  ( xtractive  of 
cascara  bark — that  is  to  say,  the  total  extract  3  ielded  to 
water  in  the  form  of  dry  extract  (sufficiently  dry  to  be  easily 
pulverisable) — is  29  per  cent.  The  extractive  in  the  liquid 
extract  is  from  22  to  25  grammes  per  100  c  c  ,  the  majority 
of  samples  falling  between  23  and  24  grammts  per  100  c.c. 
It  is  obvious  that  some  mistake  must  have  been  made  in  the 
report  referred  to  in  correspondence  which  suggested  that 
"  approximately  40  grammes  of  residue  should  be  contained 
in  100  c.c.  of  the  liquid  extract." 

Faithfully  yours, 

Southwark  Street,  S.E  ,  December  iS.  John  C.  Umney. 

Sir, — We  have  read  with  interest  the  editorial  comments 
in  last  week's  Chemist  and  Druggist  on  a  correspon- 
dence between  Messrs.  John  Clark  &  Co.  (Limited),  of 
Belfast,  and  the  Banbridge  Board  of  Guardiars,  respecting 
a  certain  sample  of  liquid  extract  of  cascara  which  was 
certified  by  the  Board's  analyst  (Mr.  R,  F.  Blake)  to  be  only 
one-third  the  proper  strength,  and,  presumably  on  that 
account,  condemned  as  of  inferior  quality.  As  you  very 
pertinently  remark,  Mr.  Blake's  experience  is  quite  peculiar. 
The  only  liquid  extract  likely  to  contain  more  than  50  per 
cent,  of  extractive  is  that  known  commercially  as  triple 
extract  (a  thick  fluid  of  the  consistence  of  treacle),  which 
yields  about  70  or  73  per  cent.  ;  and  this  suggests  the 
possibility  that  the  preparations  "of  good  quality"  pre- 
viously examined  by  Mr.  Blake  may  have  been  weak  samples 
of  triple  extract.  But  the  fact  remains  that  Mr.  Blake's 
information,  however  acquired,  was  inaccurate,  and,  because 
of  its  divergence  from  Mr.  Blake's  inaccurate  standard  of 
total  residue,  the  preparation  in  question  appears  to  have 
been  rejected,  and  the  reputation  of  an  honourable  firm 
seriously  damaged.  It  seems  to  us  that  an  analyst  has  no 
moral  right  to  condemn  a  drug  or  preparation  without 
thoroughly  satisfying  himself  that  the  standard  he  has 
adopted  is  a  just  and  reasonable  one.  An  ordinary  analyst 
is  in  by  no  means  an  advantageous  position  for  obtaining 
data  in  his  own  laboratory  on  which  to  base  fair  and  reliable 
standards  relating  to  drugs  and  their  preparations,  which  are 
notoriously  variable  in  the  figures  they  afford  when  sub- 
mitted to  analytical  examination.  Unless,  therefore,  the 
analyst  has  at  hand  authenticated  standards  published 
by  those  who  are  in  a  position  to  give  an  expert  opinion 
on  such  matters  he  will  do  well  to  apply  for  information 
to  the  many  pharmaceutical  laboratories  existing  in  the 
United  Kingdom.    The  information,  we  are  sure,  would  be 


willingly  given.  Unfortunately,  the  case  quoted  by  Messrs. 
John  Clark  &  Co.  is  not  an  isolated  one,  for,  in  other  instances 
vshich  we  can  call  to  mind,  preparations  of  the  best  quality 
have  been  misjudged  in  a  similar  manner  on  account  of  the 
absurd  standards  adopted  by  certain  analysts. 

The  figures  in  our  laboratory  books  relating  to  liquid 
extract  of  cascara  show  the  following  variation: — Sp.  gr., 
1-058  to  1  067  ;  total  solid  residue,  21  to  25  per  cent.  w/v.  By 
giving  prominence  to  this  matter  in  your  editorial  columns 
we  feel  that  you  have  rendered  a  service  to  several  firms 
who,  from  the  same  cause,  have  suffered  not  only  loss  of 
business  but,  what  is  more  important,  have  had  an  unjusti- 
fiable slur  cast  upon  their  reputation. 

Yours  truly, 

C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan. 

Laurence  Pountney  Lane,' E.G.,  December  18. 

Unguenta. 

Sir, — I  gather  the  following  from  my  experience  in 
making  the  paraffin  bases  for  the  Pharmacopoeia  ointments 
in  small  quantities  of  3  or  4  lbs. : — (1)  If  the  hard  and  soft 
paraffins  be  melted  together,  and  when  mixed,  allowed  to 
cool  without  further  stirring,  a  perfectly  plastic  smooth 
ointment  will  result,  free  from  lumps.  (2)  An  equally  good 
ointment  may  be  obtained  from  the  Pharmacopoeia  directions 
(stirring  till  cold),  if  special  provision  be  made  that  the 
containing  vessel  shall  cool  slowly.  This  can  be  ensured  by 
pouringthe  melted  paraffins  into  alarge  stout  mortar  previously 
warmed  (with  its  pestle)  by  completely  filling  with  boiling 
water,  and  emptying  after  standing  for  about  ten  minutes. 
This  will  probably  give  out  its  heat  more  slowly  than  melted 
ointment,  and  the  mixture  must  be  continuously  stirred 
with  pestle  until  cold,  the  sides  being  frequently  scrubbed 
with  a  warm  spatula.  Perhaps  the  following  may  be  the 
explanation  of  the  necessity  for  these  precautions.  The 
first-formed  solid  particles  of  the  ointment,  in  being  stirred 
through  the  melted  portion,  have  a  tendency  to  gather  to 
themselves,  as  they  go,  particles  of  the  Iiairl  paraffin ;  and  if 
these  little  aggregations  have  no  chance  of  being  somewhat 
softened  by  contact  with  the  warm  sides  of  the  vessel,  or  by 
the  action  of  the  yet  melted  paraffins,  and  reincorporated  by 
the  mechanical  effect  of  the  stirrer,  they  will  appear  in  the 
finished  product  as  so  many  little  hard  lumps,  irreducible 
by  subsequent  manual  treatment  with  a  spatula  and  slab,  or 
otherwise.  In  fact,  this  result  is  obtained  by  melting  the 
paraffins  in  a  thin-sided  vessel,  such  as  a  tin,  and  constantly 
stirring  till  cold.  Yours  faithfully, 

Kentish  Town,  N.W.,  December  12.        F.  J.  Yeatman. 

No  Connection. 

Sir, — I  find  there  is  an  impression  in  commercial  circles 
that  my  company  and  myself  personally  were  concerned  in 
the  firm  of  Goddon  (Limited),  now  in  liquidation ;  the 
enclosed  letters  of  Mr.  F.  Boehm  will  verify  my  statement  in 
this  respect,  besides  which  numerous  questions  have  been 
put  to  us.  I  wish  therefore  to  have  the  advantage  of  your 
wide  circulation  to  publish  an  entire  disclaimer  to  this. 
Neither  my  company  nor  myself  ever  had  anything  to  do 
with  Goddon  (Limited)  ;  in  fact,  it  was  my  action  against 
one  of  their  managers  that  assisted  their  commercial  exit. 
I  can  only  suppose  such  a  mistake  to  have  arisen  from  the 
fact  that  Mr.  John  David  Marshall,  45  Wigmore  Street.  W., 
was  published  as  the  managing  director  of  Goddon 
(Limited).  Faithfully  yours, 

Eli  Marshall,  of  Marshalls'  (Limited). 

27  Red  Lion  Square,  W.,  December  18. 

Soap  Clubs. 

Sir, — My  attention  has  just  been  called  to  a  statement 
which  is  reported  in  your  issue  of  November  24,  on  page  852. 
It  is  to  the  effect  that  purchasers  of  one  dozen  boxes  of  Erasmic 
Soap  had  been  supplied  with  a  thirteenth  box,  gratis,  at  one 
of  the  shops  of  Day's  Southern  Drug  Company  (Limited). 
I  beg  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  allow  me  to  contradict 
that  statement.  It  certainly  has  never  been  done  with  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  that  company  and  after  careful 
inquiries,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  statement  is  not 
only  untrue,  but  absolutely  without  foundation. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

79  Camberwell  Road,  London,  S.E.         William  Day. 


Decembee  22,  1900 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


1009 


Arsenic  in  Glucose. 

Sir, — The  scare  concerning  arsenic  in  glucose  is  such  that 
numbers  of  your  readers  will  doubtless  be  asked  to  test  for 
it.  To  these  the  articles  published  by  you  will  be  of  much 
interest,  though,  I  think  that  the  apparatus  is  a  trifle 
elaborate,  and  labours  under  the  defect  of  not  excluding  the 
real  cause  of  the  difficulty  of  detecting  minute  quantities — 
namely,  the  presence  of  the  organic  mitter.  This  so  vitiates 
the  ordinary  tests  that  Reinsch's  is  simply  fallacious,  and 
even  Marsh's  liable  to  mislead.  In  the  case  of  glucose  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  proper  method  is  to  incinerate  it,  dis- 
solve the  ash  in  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  and  then  apply  the 
ordinary  tests.  Of  course  it  requires  rather  careful  handling, 
being  so  liable  to  volatilise  when  it  becomes  charred.  There  is 
apparently  still  room  for  great  difference  of  opinion,  because 
a  sample  which  was  given  to  me  gave  in  my  hands 
a  decided  reaction  for  arsenic,  and  was  certified  to 
contain  it  by  an  analyst  here  well  known  to  you.  On  the 
other  hand,  two  scientists  of  eminence  assure  me  that  they 
cannot  detect  a  trace  in  it.  Yours  sincerely, 

Dublin,  December  15.  J.  C.  McWalter. 


"Beautiful  Beer." 

This  is  an  essay  on  beer.  In  times  like  the  present  when 
everyone  is  full  of  it — speaking  figuratively,  of  course — it 
occurs  to  me  that  it  is  a  favourable  moment,  so  to  speak,  to 
weigh  up  our  national  beverage  and  find  out  whether  it  is 
the  beer  or  the  customer  that  is  found  wanting.  So  writes 
a  correspondent,  who  then  proceeds  with  a  column  of 
philosophic  reflections  respecting  his  friend  the  barman, 
then  comes  nearer  home  with  these  thoughts  : — 

Tliere  is  one  lesson  wliich  this  beer- episode  should  bring  home 
to  us  all,  and  that  is  the  downright  wickedness  of  at  any  time 
forming  hasty  conclusions.  I  myself  am  afraid  I  have  unwit- 
tingl}"  judged  many  of  mv  fellow  creatures  wrongly.  As  we  know, 
drugs  affect  people  in  different  ways,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that 
the  circular  gait  assumed  by  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Jones  travelling 
suburbanly  homewards  after  the  last  train  may  be  but  another 
example  of  the  pernicious  effects  of  adulteration.  I  put  this 
forward  merely  as  a  suggestion,  but  I  shall  be  pleased  if  our  local 
magistrates  would  give  the  matter  their  consideration  and  let 
me  know  whetlier  tliis  explanation  would  weigh  with  them,  as  I 
am  going  to  a  golf-dinner  shortly  and  it  will  make  a  deal  of 
difference  as  to  how  much  I  enjoy  myself. 

This  arsenic-scare,  for  it  is  a  scare,  is  not,  however,  without  its 
bright  side.  Think  of  the  good  the  open  disaussion  through  the 
press  has  been  to  the  popular  education.  Three  weeks  ago  the 
man  in  the  street  knew  nothing  about  chemistry  beyond 
the  action  of  a  belladonna  plaster,  now  he  will  airily  take  the 
lead  in  a  conversation  bristling  with  ptomaines,  hydrocarbons, 
saccharines,  glucosides  and  asymmetric  carbon-atoms,  and  is  pre- 
pared to  take  the  floor  with  any  comer  on  the  toxic  values  of 
inorganic  isomerides.  The  educational  value  of  the  discovery 
has  been  immense.  I  think  everyone  will  agree  with  me  that 
the  enlightenment  of  the  public  mind  on  toxicology,  adulteration, 
analysis,  and  the  kindred  sciences  has  been  far  reaching.  I 
believe  the  time  is  not  far  oS.  when  every  person  will  be  an 
authority  in  himself  on  these  matters,  and  it  will  be  the  usual 
thing  for  a  man,  on  ordering  a  bottle  of  beer,  to  pull  out  a  few 
filter-papers  and  a  Marsh's  apparatus  from  his  pocket  and  put 
the  liquid  through  a  preliminary  canter  before  consuming  it. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  what  our  neighbours  think  about  the 
subject.  I  was  coming  down  in  the  train  this  morning  and 
having  arrived  too  late  at  the  station  to  get  a  paper  entered  into 
a  beer-conversation  with  my  i^/.s-ii  I'/s,  a  true  type  of  the  British 
workman,  a  gentleman  with  a  short  clay. 

'•  Well,  what  do  you  think  of  this  beer-affair  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  Think  !  "  he  said,  '  Nothin'.  Only  wish  I  was  as  full  of  it  as 
the  papers  are !  " 


Dispensing  Notes. 

A  section  for  the  elucidation  of  difficulties  and  interchange  of 
views  on  dispensing-problems. 


A  Troublesome  Mixture. 

In  the  C.  <5'  D.  of  November  24  we  gave  two  mix- 
tures for  dispensers  to  try,  they  having  proved  stumbling- 


blocks  to  c  )rrespondents.  The  first  one  was  the  follow- 
ing :— 

Spt.  am.  CO.    ...       ...       ...       ...  ,5vj. 

Pot.  brom.     ...    ,')iss. 

liiq.  bism   ...       ...  5ij. 

Fer.  quin.  cit.  ...        ...        ...  5j. 

Tr.  aurant.     ...       ...       ...       ...  ,^)8s. 

Aq.  ad   .',vj. 

M. 

Mr.  A.  W.  H/inaon,  Sidciqj  (256/2)  has  prepared  the 
mixture,  which,  after  standing  some  days,  is  cloudy,  with  a 
slight  ea.sily  difl'usiljle  precipitate.  Tlie  modus  opirandl 
was  as  follows  : — Make  a  4  oz.  mixture  of  all  the  ingredients 
except  tlie  ferr.  et  quin.  cit.,  u^ing  -^  oz.  mucilage  of  acacia. 
Dissolve  the  ferri  et  quininre  cilras  in  2  oz.  of  water,  and  add 
gradually,  and  with  shaking,  to  the  first  part,  when  a  present- 
able mixture  will  result. 

Mr.  R.  Walmslcij,  IListingK  (Zblj^b),  gets  a  satitf dctory 
result  by  dissolving  the  ferri  et  quininnj  citras  in  2  oz.  of 
water,  and  adding  it  gradually  to  the  remainder  of  the 
mixture.  Apparently  Mr.  Walmsley  finds  mucilage  is  not 
required. 

W.  C.  (255/37)  sends  the  following  method  :— Dissolve  the 
pot.  bromid.  in  1^  oz.  of  water,  then  add  the  liq.  bismu'.hi. 
Mix  the  spt.  ammon.  co.  and  tr.  aurant.,  dilute  with  1  oz. 
water,  and  add  to  the  previous  solution.  Dissolve  the  ferri 
et  quin.  citras  in  oz.  of  water,  and  add  to  the  rest.  Shake, 
and  add  acid,  sulph.  dil.  q.s.  The  last  proceeding  is  absolutely 
wrong  :  we  mention  it  as  a  liberty  which  no  dispenser  would 
be  justified  in  taking. 

Mr.  J.  Who,  &.  IVc'ois  (255/63),  sends  us  a  mixture  prepared 
as  follows,  which  is  nearly  satisfactory,  except  that  the  pre- 
cipitate needs  some  mucilage  to  suspend  it  satisfactorily  : — 
Dissolve  the  potass,  brom.  in  4  oz.  of  water,  add  the  liq. 
bismuthi,  tr.  aurantii,  spt.  amm.  co.,  and,  lastly,  the  ferri 
ammon.  cit.  When  dissolved,  a  slight  scum,  which  rose, 
was  removed  by  passing  the  mixture  through  tow.  Since 
the  mixture  left  Mr.  Wise,  a  slight  precipitate,  of  the 
appearatcs  of  bran,  has  formed. 

An  Emulsion  Inquiry. 
Mr.  A  II'.  //rt/(vo;;,  iS'«/c(//>  (256/2),  sends  a  sample  of  the 
cod-liver  oil  emulsion  which,  a  correspondent  complained 
(C.  <5-  D.,  November  24),  turned  dark  :— 

Creosoti  ang.  (beech.)    5iss. 

Syr.  simplicis ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

Mucil.  acacite ...       ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

Sodn?  hypophos   5iss. 

Liq.  calcis  sacch.      ...       ...       ...  3vj. 

01.  morrhua?  ad    oviij. 

To  an  equivalent  quantity  of  dry  gum  (168  gr.),  instead  of 
mucilage,  add,  in  a  dry  mortar,  the  creosote  and  12  dr. 
of  ol,  morrhute.  Dissolve  the  sod.  hypophos.  in  sufficient 
water  to  make  the  mucilage  (roughly,  4|  dr.),  add  this 
to  the  gum  and  oil  to  form  an  emulsion,  and  then  add  syrup. 
Put  the  remainder  of  ol.  morrhuas  in  a  6-oz.  bottle  with  the 
liq.  calcis  sacch.,  and  shake  well ;  when  thoroughly  mixed 
add  slowly  secundum  artem  to  the  gum  emulsion  in  mortar, 
when  a  thick,  creamy-white  emulsion  results. 

Mr.  Hanson  suggests  that  a  dark  colour  may  result  either 
from  inferior  gum  being  used,  or  from  the  creosote  being 
foreign. 

A  Spray. 

247/73.  Weary  Wdhj  a^ks  us  liow  the  following  may  be 
dispensed  : — 

Thymol  gr.  xx. 

Acid,  carbol  iRvj. 

Cocaiciie   gr.  xv, 

Antipyrin.     ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  xx. 

Aq.  menth.  pip.  ad   Jiv. 

Ft.  nebula. 

[It  may  be  dispensed,  but  it  cannot  be  compounded  at  all 
satisfactorily.  The  solids  liquefy  when  mixed,  and  do  not  dissolve 
in  the  water,  consequently  the  atomiser  would  be  choked.  We 
imagine  that  the  prescriber  meant  liquid  paraffin  instead  of 
peppermint- water.] 

163,  30.  J?««<7.'{.- The  bismuth  carbonate  and  dilute  sul- 
phuric acid  in  the  mixture  react  and  give  off  sufficient 
carbonic-acid  gas  to  burst  the  bottle. 


1010 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


December  22,  1900 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  igoo,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


1/22.  G.  G. — The  distribution  of  carbolic  acid  by  sanitary 
authorities  is  not  an  infringement  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  ;  and 
the  order  as  regards  the  acid  only  applies  to  liquids  con- 
taining more  than  3  per  cent. 

2/12.  X  Z.  is  opening  a  pharmacy  in  a  residential 
locality.  Two  gentlemen  have  called  on  him  to  withdraw, 
on  the  ground  that  a  business  of  any  description  in  the  place 
would  lower  the  standing  as  a  residential  locality.  He 
explained  that  he  had  been  put  to  considerable  expense,  and 
could  not  withdraw.  They  then  used  very  threatening 
language,  and  informed  him  that  in  the  event  of  his  opening 
he  should  certainly  be  boycotted,  &c.  Has  he  any  redress  ? 
[We  do  not  see  what  our  correspondent  can  do  in  this 
matter,  except  to  treat  the  threats  with  contempt.  In  the 
absence  of  an  express  agreement  the  Court  has  no  power  to 
compel  a  man  to  give  his  custom  otherwise  than  where  he 
chooses.  IE  our  correspondent  finds  that  his  business  is 
being  slandered,  then  he  will  have  a  remedy,  if  he  can  fix 
on  the  right  individual.] 

256/55.  Fesstion.—'YheTe  is  no  Act  applicable  to  the  prac- 
tice of  dentistry  or  use  of  dental  titles  in  the  Isle  of  Man. 

3/54-.  Poison  — You  cannot  be  wrong  in  labelling  a  pro- 
prietary phenol  solution  "  Poison,"  &c.,  if  you  do  not  know 
how  much  it  contains.  Izal  is  not  a  solution  of  phenol.  See 
our  Diary,  pages  214  and  215,  as  to  the  other  points  of  your 
letter. 

4/8.  A. — A  month's  notice  is  the  recognised  rule  in  the 
drug-trade  for  assistants.    See  our  Diary. 

4/53.  Slronhan. — Travelling-expenses  are  not  paid  to 
assistants  unless  definitely  agreed  upon. 

6/74.  Caution. — "  Veterinary  medicines  and  prepara- 
tions "  is  a  heading  to  a  handbill  which  any  chemist  and 
druggist  may  use. 

6/67.  Victory. — Your  best  plan  in  regard  to  a  temporary 
wine  and  spirit  licence  is  to  apply  to  the  local  supervisor 
of  Inland  Revenue.  A  magistrates'  certificate  is  not 
required  for  a  spirit-dealer's  licence  (lOZ.  10s.  annually), 
which  appears  to  be  what  you  had  for  your  old  place  of 
business,  and  that  may  account  for  the  Magistrates'  hesita- 
tion to  interfere  :  it  is  no  business  of  theirs. 

9/61.  X.  Y.  Z. — Agreements  between  employers  and 
employes  preventing  the  latter  starting  business  within  a 
certain  area  are  binding.  See  The  Chemists'  and  Drug- 
gists' Diary,  1901,  page  220,  under  "Assistants."  A  letter 
written  by  an  emploje  to  employer  stating  that  he  will  not 
engage  in  the  specified  business  on  his  own  behalf  or  on 
behalf  of  others  within  area  and  time  agreed  upon  would  be 
binding.  The  letter  should  be  stamped  by  the  Inland 
Revenue  with  a  %d.  stamp,  and  this  should  be  done  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  agreement  is  arrived  at.  The  stampiog 
can  be  done  through  a  money-order  office. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


239/15.  S.  C.  Jf.— (1)  Stocktaking.—The  process  was 
described  in  the  C.  c^-  B.,  January  4,  1896,  page  19.  (2) 
Your  suggestion  of  subjects  for  the  Diary  will  be  considered 
when  the  1902  edition  is  being  prepared  ;  they  arrived  much 
too  late  for  1901. 

230/37.  FeZoa;.— See  the  spectacle  treatise  in  our  1900 
Diary. 


238 11.  Inquirer. — Treatises  on  the  Treatment  of 
Indigestion  — Herschell's  "  Indigestion "  (Bailliere,  5«.), 
Branton's  "  Disorders  of  Indigestion "  (Macmillan, 
lOi-.  6«Z.),  and  Fothergill's  "  Indigestion  and  Biliousness " 
(Lewis,  Is.  6d.). 

238/54.  A.  T.  Griffith's  "  Art  of  Prescribing "  (Mac- 
millan, 3s.  6d.)  is  a  good  book  for  learning  about  prescription- 
writing. 

225/2.  Bewildered. — Bell  Scholarship  Examination. — 
Read  the  article  in  the  C.  S,-  B.,  September  3,  1898,  page  427. 
You  may  be  able  to  get  an  old  Latin  Pharmacopoeia  by 
advertising  in  our  Exchange  column. 

230/60.  R.  B.  B.—To  Bleach  the  Sponges,  first  wash 
well,  then  dip  for  a  minute  or  so  in  a  solution  of  potassium 
permanganate  1  oz.,  hydrochloric  acid  4  oz.,  in  8  gals,  of 
water.  Again  steep  in  cold  water,  and  fioally  dip  in  a 
solution  of  potassium  carbonate  1  oz  ,  and  glycerin  1  oz.,  in 
a  gallon  of  water. 

213/14.  Scotch. — The  book  of  spirit-tables  for  use  with 
Sikes's  standard  hydrometer  is  recognised  by  the  Inland 
Revenue  authorities,  and  can  be  obtained  from  the  Queen's 
printers,  Messrs.  Eyre  &  Spottiswoode.  This,  we  fancy,  is 
what  you  want. 

253/20.  Wilts. — We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  give  you 
the  information  you  desire.  You  might  try  the  Stourfield 
Park  Sanatorium,  Pokesdown,  near  Bournemouth. 

231/19.  Qucero. — We  understand  that  Squire's  "Com- 
panion "  can  be  obtained  from  wholesale  houses  at  about  lO;.'. 
Whitla's  "Dictionary  of  Therapeutics,"  published  by 
Renshaw  at  10s.  6(^  ,  is  a  very  useful  book. 

247/65.  Baubiger. — We  recently  commented  favourably 
upon  "  Income-tax  Instructions,"  published  by  the  Agency 
for  the  Adjustment  and  Repayment  of  Income-tax,  Brighton. 
The  pamphlet,  which  is  published  at  6^^.,  shows  how  to 
make  up  the  statement  for  return  to  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue.  You  cannot  do  better  than  consult  Mr.  Weddell's 
'■  How  Do  I  Stand  ?  "  published  by  Messrs.  Mawson,  Swan  & 
Weddell,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

248/10.  Vera. — (1)  Calcium  Carbide  and  Acetylene. — 
One  pound  of  calcium  carbide  yields  5  cubic  feet  of  acetylene. 
(2)  We  have  no  experience  with  the  mixture  that  you  refer 
to.  A  few  simple  tests  might  show  you  what  it  is  com- 
posed of. 

238/1.  Quassia. — (1)  Your  best  plan  for  keeping  the 
Decoction  of  Slippery  Elm  for  use  as  a  lotion  is  to  add 

10  drops  of  formalin  to  each  pint.  (2)  A  machine  to  print 
your  own  handbills  will  cost  you  101.  to  ZOl.  if  it  is  to  be  of 
much  use,  and  for  that  you  should  get  as  many  bills  as 
would  last  you  your  lifetime. 

237/26.    Botany.— The  specimen  which  you  send  us  is 
sweet  sedge  (_Acoriis  Calamii.3). 

231128.  Alec. — Dyeing  Billiard-balls. — See  the  instruc- 
tions given  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  415.  For 
the  black  colour,  after  preparing  the  ball,  steep  it  in  a 
solution  of  1  part  each  of  tannin  and  gallic  acid  in  a 
mixture  of  2  parts  spirit  and  12  of  water  ;  then  dip  into 
weak  solution  of  perchloride  of  iron  and  polish  in  the  usual 
way. 

238/61.  Gladii/s. — Aromatic  Waters. — The  objection  to 
the  use  of  spirit  in  the  preparation  of  these  waters  is  that  a 
slight  amount  of  hydrolysis  takes  place  on  keeping,  with 
formation  of  acetic  acid.  The  best  plan  of  all  for  making 
aromatic  waters  without  distillation  is  to  use  the  essential 

011  in  the  proportion  of  a  minim  to  the  ounce  ;  pour  upon  it 
boiling  water,  shake  well,  and  when  cold  and  clear  decant 
the  clear  water.  Distilled  waters  have  a  finer  bouquet, 
because  some  of  the  non -odorous  constituents  of  the  oils  are 
left  in  the  still.  Waters  prepared  as  above  would  not  be  at 
all  likely  to  bring  you  into  trouble  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts. 

223/18.  StocJdoii.— The  "Precipitate  of  Silver"  men- 
tioned in  the  silver-plating  formula  means  chloride  of  silver. 
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222/17.  I},.  J.  S. — Medicines  for  Central  India. — Quinine 
sulphate  (for  fevers),  chlorodyne  (for  bowel-troubles), 
tabloid  Livingstone's  rousers,  pil.  col.  et  hyos.  c.  podoph. 
res.  gr.  ^,  pulv.  ipecac,  co.  in  tablets,  and  a  plentiful  supply 
of  powdered  boric  acid  for  lotions  and  as  a  dusting-powder. 
The  fewer  medicines  an  amateur  has  the  better.  Give  full 
directions. 

222/30.  G.  F.  (r.  G. — There  is  no  sure  means  of  pre- 
venting pulv.  pro  pil.  col.  CO.  caking.  Keep  it  in  a  cool 
dry  place  in  well-corked  bottles. 

215/26.  TF.  ^1. — The  preparation  is  said  to  be  a  solution 
of  a  morphine  salt  4  gr.  in  1  oz.  of  sherry. 

226/73.  Camdux.—YovL  can  bleach  dried  grasses  with 
peroxide-of -hydrogen  solution. 

231/65.  J.  F.  tZ— Allen's  Modified  Fehling  Test  — 
The  presence  of  interfering  bodies  in  urine,  such  as  xanthine, 
uric  acid,  peptones,  and  pigments,  renders  the  indications  of 
Fehling's  solution  uncertain  and  difficult  to  interpret  when 
only  small  quantities  of  sugar  are  in  question.  A  great 
improvement  in  the  precision  and  delicacy  of  the  test,  as 
applied  to  urine,  without  in  any  way  adding  to  the  time 
required  or  to  the  complexity  of  the  manipulation,  can  be 
effected  by  operating  in  the  following  manner  : — 

From  7  to  8  c.c.  (  =  J  oz.)  measure  of  the  samiile  of  the  urine  to 
be  tested  is  heated  to  boiling  in  a  test-tube,  and,  without  separat- 
ing any  precipitate  of  albumin  which  may  be  produced,  5  c.c. 
(about  80  minims)  of  the  solution  of  cupric  sulphate  used  for 
preparing  Fehling's  test  is  added.  This  produces  a  precipitate 
containing  uric  acid,  xanthine,  hypoxantliine,  phosphates,  &c. 
To  render  the  precipitation  complete,  howe\'er,  it  is  desirable  to 
add  to  the  liquid,  when  partially  rooled,  from  1  to  2  c.c.  (20  to 
30  minims)  of  a  saturated  solution  of  sodium  acetate  having  a 
feebly  acid  reaction,  to  litmus.  The  liquid  is  next  filtered.  To 
the  filtrate,  which  will  have  a  bluish-green  colour,  5  c.c. 
(80  minims)  measure  of  tlie  alkaline  tartrate  mixture  used  for 
preparing  Fehling's  solution  is  next  added,  and  the  liquid  boiled 
for  fifteen  to  twenty  seconds.  In  the  presence  of  more  than 
0-25  per  cent,  of  sugar,  separation  of  cuprous  oxide  occurs  before 
the  boiling-point  is  reached  ;  but  with  smaller  quantities  precipi- 
tation takes  place  during  the  cooling  of  the  solution,  whicli 
becomes  greenish,  opaque,  and  suddenly  deposits  cuprous  oxide 
as  a  fine  orange-yellow  precipitate.  In  the  case  of  strongly 
diabetic  urine,  the  measure  of  urine  taken  should  be  reduced  to 
1  or  2  c.c.  (15  to  30  minims),  or  even  less,  water  being  added  to 
bring  the  volume  up  to  7  or  8  c.c. 

240/19.  Spectacles. — Spectacle-makers'  Company  Exa- 
mination.— The  first  thing  that  you  should  do  in  order  to 
prepare  for  this  examination  is  to  read  very  carefully  the 
treatise  on  the  subject  in  our  Diary  for  1900.  After  you 
have  mastered  all  the  information  given  therein,  and  have 
perused  the  experiences  of  candidates  as  published  in  the 
C.  J^-  D.  (e.f/.,  November  24,  page  836),  communicate  with  us 
again. 

249/7.  F. — Pressure  of  aqueous  vapour  by  wet  and  dry 
bulb  thermometer  is  determined  by  Reynault's  formula, 
viz. : — 

e"  =  e'  - 0-0003739; '(i  - 1')  -  0-5941(;  -  /')  -  0-0008;  -     h  -  755) 
t  is  the  temperature  of  the  uncovered  bulb. 
t'    „  „  „       covered  bulb. 

e'  the  saturation-pressure  of  aqueous  vapour  at  the  tempera- 
ture f,  and  h  is  the  barometric  height  in  mm. 

The  reduction  of  the  results  of  wet  and  dry  bulb  thermo- 
meters generally  is  effected  by  tables,  such  as  those  issued 
by  the  Meteorological  Office. 

230/12.  Sill  i  I  a  x.—Yow.  can  make  an  Orange  Ink  by 
dissolving  1  dr.  aniline  orange  in  8  oz.  of  distilled  water, 
and  adding  mucilage  of  acacia  3  dr.  or  sugar  2  dr. 


Information  Wanted. 

Posictrd  replies  to  «ny  of  the  subjoined  iaqnlries  will 
be  esteemed. 

18/41.    Makers  of  vetuline  embrocation. 

243/15.  Address  of  manufacturers  of  McAdams'  horse 
malt-e.xtract. 


^rabc  IReport 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  December  20. 

T)USINE3S  is  now  slackening  down  in  view  of  the  Christ- 
-L'  mas  holidays  and  annual  stocktaking.  The  holiday  gener- 
ally recognised  this  year  in  the  drug,  chemical,  and  produce 
markets  will  be  from  Saturday,  December  22,  until  Thursday 
morning,  Dscember  27.  Naturally  there  are  few  changes  to 
chronicle,  the  most  important  being  a  decline  in  the  unit  at 
the  London  cinchona-auctions  on  Tuesday.  In  tragacanth  a 
good  business  has  been  done  in  Persian  grades  of  the  new 
crop  at  higher  prices  for  the  better  grades.  Lemongrass  oil 
is  very  scarce  on  the  spot,  and  dearer.  Salicylates  have 
been  reduced  by  makers,  owing  to  the  dissolution  of  the 
Convention. 


Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  &o.,  have  arrived  at  the  priiuiipal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  December  13  to  December  20  (both  in- 
clusive) ; — A-loes  (@  Aden),  2;  aniseed  oil  (Chin.),  30;  belladonna- 
root,  12  ;  bleaching-powder  (@  Bilbao),  63;  calumba,  50;  camphor 
(@  Kobe),  900  ;  cardamoms,  83  ;  cardamom-seed,  3  ;  caraway- 
seed,  150;  chamomiles,  5 ;  chiretta,  68;  cinchona,  (@  Batavia) 
139,  (@  Valparaiso!  32,  (@  Ceylon)  86  ;  cochineal,  20  ;  cocoa-butter, 
48  ;  cod-liver  oil  (Norweg.),  64-7  ;  colocynth  (@  Marseilles),  6  brls. ; 
drugs,  (@  Hamburg)  12,  (@  Trieste)  80  chts.,  (@  Monte  Video)  6*  ; 
essential  oils  (@  Sicily),  93;  eucalyptus  oil  (Aust),  220;  gentian, 
35;  gum  arabic,  (@  Aden)  96,  (@  Trieste)  25  cs.,  f@  Alexandria) 
46  ;  gum  sandarac,  13  ;  gum  (unenumerated),  24  ;  honey  (Ital.),  10 
insect-flowers,  116;  juniper-berries,  445;  lemon-juice  (@  Catania), 
lies.;  lime-juice  (W.I. ),  21  pus.;  liquorice-root  l@  Marseilles), 
23;  manna,  3;  opium,  (@  Salonica)  61,  (@  Marseilles)  5,  (@  Con- 
stantinople) 74;  orris  (Ital.),  11  ;  pepper  (@  Havre),  3,294  ;  potash 
chlorate  (Swed.),  22  ;  quicksilver  (Span.),  5,000 ;  roots  (@  Ham- 
burg), 116  bis.;  sarsaparilla,  5;  soy  (Chin.),  107;  squills,  37; 
saffron,  1 ;  sulphur,  (@  Catania)  100  tons,  (brimstone),  1,500  bags 
and  34  cks. ;  tamarinds  (E.I.),  100;  tonka-beans  (@  Par:ii,  9; 
turmeric  (E.I.),  250;  vanilla,  4  ;  wax,  bees',  (E.I.)  39,  (Span.)  20, 
(Ital.)  11,  (@  Xatal)  103,  (@  Catania)  5,  (@  Morocco)  11,  un- 
enumerated (@  Hamburg)  62  cs. ;  wax,  earnauba,  226. 

Cablegram. 

Hamburg,  December  20,  10.20  r.M. :  — .V  holiday  tone  pre- 
vails on  this  market,  the  only  change  of  note  being  a  firmer 
tendency  in  castor  oil.  Refined  camphor  is  quoted  450m. 
per  100  kilos,  in  second-hands.  Ergot  is  quiet  and  very 
little  offered. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These  prices  arc  for  iwirhct  centres  other  than  Loii-luit.'] 

The  business  which  is  now  passing  in  the  heavy-chemical  market 
is  somewhat  limited,  and  this  condition  is  likely  to  prevail  until 
after  the  turn  of  the  year.  There  is  little  or  no  alteration  as 
regards  ruling  values,  in  faoi  prices  all  round  are  very  firm, 
and  manufacturers  show  little  disposition  to  make  any  reduction 
whatever. 

Alkali-produce. — There  is  little  of  change  or  importance  to 
report  as  regards  this  branch.  Bleaching-powder,  caustic  soda, 
and  ammonia  alkali  keep  moving  fairly  well,  and  are  steadily 
maintained  in  value.  Saltcake  and  hyposulphite  of  soda  are  also 
very  firm.  Yellow  prussiates  of  potash  and  soda  are  stiU  very 
weak,  and  tend  downwards. 

SuLPH-\TE  OF  Aii>roNLi  steady  at  practically  unchanged  rates. 
Exports  from  Leith  last  week  only  amounted  to  197  tons. 

Benzols  are  firmer  again,  and  are  a  sbade  higher  than  last 
quoted. 

Sal  AjntONiAC  steady,  at  39?.  and  37?.  per  ton  for  firsts  and 
seconds  respectively. 
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Bnov  x  Acetate  of  Lime  in  fair  demand,  and  keeps  steady,  at 
5?.  17s.  6f7.  to  61.  2s.  6d.  per  ton. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  are  still  in  a  very  unsatisfac- 
tory position,  but  foreign  competition  is  perhaps  scarcely  so  Iveen  as 
it  was.  Home  markets  for  home  deliveries  are  respectively  Z^d.  and 
2|d.  per  lb.,  less  4  per  cent.  Glasgow,  Prices  f.o.b.  Glasgow  for 
export  are  Jrf.  per  lb.  lower. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool,  December  19. 
Castor  Oil. — In  view  of  the  arrival  of  800  cases  by  the  ss. 
Historian,  the  market  is  a  little  easier  for  good  Calcutta  seconds, 
but  3f(7.  per  lb.  is  still  quoted  by  holders  of  case  oil,  and  Ad.  in 
barrels,  though  these  prices  might  be  fractionally  shaded. 
Second-pressure  French  is  now  available  at  Zhd.  per  lb.,  and  to 
arrive  is  offered  at  less.  Forward  shipments  are  firmly  held  at 
late  quotations. 

Beeswax. — Three  tons  of  Gambia  have  changed  hands  at 
11.  12s.  6f/.  to  11.  lis.  6f?.  per  owt. ;  12  sacks  good  yellow  Chilian 
have  sold  at  71.  7s.  6(/.  to  77.  lO.s. ;  and  10  cases  Peruvian  at  11.  5s. 
to  11.  Is.  6d.  per  owt. 

QuiLLAiA. — A  slightly  easier  tone  is  manifested  in  this 
article,  and  several  tons  have  been  sold  at  137.  5.s.  per  ton. 

Copaiba. — The   recent  arrival  per  ss.  Bragnnza  offered  at 
auction,  and  1  barrel  fairly  bright,  as  imx^orted,  realised  Is.  9(7. 
per  lb.,  the  2  barrels  cloudy  being  held  for  Is.  8^7.  per  lb. 
,  Turps. — This  has  eased  off  considerably,  and  sales  in  quantity 
are  recorded  at  29s.  per  cwt. 

Blue  Galls. — Importers  have  modified  their  views,  and  are 
now  more  willing  to  meet  buyers,  65s.  per  cwt.  being  now  the 
price. 

Can.ary-seed. — Unchanged  in  value,  though  many  talk  of  higher 
prices  in  the  near  future. 

Acacia  Sorts. — Very  limited  transactions  are  reported,  and 
values  are  practically  unchanged  at  65s.  to  75s.  per  cwt.  for  good 
soft  Soudan  sorts. 

Honey. — Business  has  been  done  in  Chilian  Pile  I.  at  25s.  6(7, 
to  28s.  6(7.  per  cwt,,  according  to  quality,  and  Pile  III,,  at  24s.  to 
24s.  6(7.  Of  Californian  (1899  crop),  about  35  eases  have  been  sold 
at  43s.  6(7,  per  cwt. 

Wax,  C.mNAUBA, — Owing  to  further  arrivals,  there  are  anxious 
sellers,  but  business  has  been  restricted  to  retail-lots  of  ordinary 
yellow  at  70s,,  and  about  45  bags  Ceara  and  Pernambuco  grey 
at  55s.  to  57s,  6(7.,  chiefly  the  lower  figure, 

Qerman  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  December  18, 
Few  fluctuations  in  niarket  values  are  reported  this  week  though 

some  articles  show  a  good  demand,  and  business  therein  is  brisker 

than  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year, 

CoNDURANGO-B.tRK  is  lower  again,  being  now  offered  at  250m, 

per  lOO  kilos, 

Cevadilla-seed  is  neglected,  and  offered  at  70m,  per  100  kilos. 

WoRMSEED  is  firm  at  50m,  for  brown;  some  holders  ask  more, 
but  the  higher  prices  have  not  been  paid  as  stocks  are  large. 

CoRHNDER-SEED, — Demand  is  regular,  at  27im.  for  prime  sound 
seed ;  inferior  quality  is  lower. 

Menthol  is  firm,  at  27m.  per  kilo.,  but  speculators  are  afraid  of 
the  article  at  the  present  high  values. 

SuG.\R  OF  Milk  continues  to  sell  at  92^m.  to  95m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Ipecacuanha. — Cartagena  is  firmlj'  held  at  155m.  per  kilo.,  and 
Eio  at  24m. 

Santonin. — Second-hand  holders  are  nearly  exhausted,  and 
about  25  kilos,  are  offered  at  29fm. ;  makers  quote  30m.  for  100- 
kilo.  quantities  at  least. 

Ergot  of  Bye. — Some  orders  from  America  have  taken  away 
various  small  lots,  and  the  market  remains  firm  at  475m.  per  10  0 
kilos,  for  Russian,  and  500m.  for  Spanish. 

Star-anise  is  quoted  higher  from  China — viz.,  63s.  to  65s. ;  spot 
quotation  is  unchanged  at  140m.  per  100  kilos, 

Lycopodium  is  quiet  but  unchanged,  at  from  420m,  to  430m, 
per  100  kilos. 

Citric  Acid, — Firm,  especially  for  contracts  over  1901,  which 
have  been  booked  at  2925m,  net  cash, 

Ag.ar  Agar.  —  America  has  bought  about  10  bales  prime  at 
390m,,  and  further  quantities  can  be  had  at  this  figure. 

Anise. — About  15  tons  have  now  arrived,  and  are  quoted  at 
33m.  to  34m.  with  a  regular  demand. 

Cantharides  are  a  shade  lower,  being  offered  at  490m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  dull,  at  100m.  per  100  kilos,  for  grey,  in  spite 
of  the  endeavours  of  some  large  holders  to  depress  the  market. 

Jalap. —  Stocks  are  small  at  125m.  per  100  kilos. 

Aloes,  Cape,  is  dull,  at  50m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam,  Peru,  continues  firm,  at  lljm.  to  12m.  per  kilo. 

Cumin-seed  remains  firm,  at  66m.  per  100  kilos. 

Quinine  is  very  dull,  with  second-hand  sellers  of  sulphate  at 
40m.  to  39^m.  per  kilo. 


Castor  Oil  is  advancing,  the  spot  stock  being  almost  cleared 
out.  January  to  June  delivery  is  quoted  59m.  per  100  kilos,  for 
first  pressing. 

Cod-liver  Oil  is  dull  and  lower,  at  65m,  per  barrel. 

London  Markets. 

Aconite, — German  is  quoted  47s.  Qd.  per  cwt,  c.i,f,,  gross 
for  net. 

Aloes, — Further  smaU  sales  of  Curasao  ex  auction  of 
December  6  have  been  made  at  private  prices.  Two  cases  of 
Zanzibars  in  skins  from  Aden  have  arrived, 

Arroavroot  quiet.  St.  Vincents  at  auction  on  Wednesday 
was  bought  in  at  2|fZ.  per  lb. 

Benzoin, — A  few  cases  of  medium  Sumatra  seconds,  part 
dark  ends,  have  been  sold  at  67.  7s.  6fZ.  to  67.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Cannabis  Indica. — The  Customs  authorities  at  Bombay 
report  the  despatch  on  December  1  of  the  first  consignment 
of  cannabis  inclica  since  last  March.  The  export-duty  paid 
was  700r.,  or  ten  times  the  value  of  the  drug.  Our  Bombay 
correspondent  writes  that  the  Customs  have  a  large  quantity 
of  confiscated  cannabis  indica  to  dispose  of,  and  firms 
requiring  supplies  would  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  address 
Mr.  Clarke  of  the  Customs  Department. 

Cinchona. — At  the  London  auctions  on  Tuesday  the  small 
supply  of  1,48^-  packages  were  ofiered  by  nine  brokers,  of 
which  the  greater  proportion  sold  at  an  average  unit  of  \.%d. 
to  Ijc/l.,  as  against  2d.  at  the  previous  London  auctions,  and 
slightly  below  the  parity  of  the  last  Amsterdam  sale.  The 
next  sale  in  London  will  be  on  January  15. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  bark  offered  and 


sold ; — 

Packages  Packages 

offered.  sold. 

East  Indian  cinchona                        681  556 

South     American  (Calisaya 

quill)                                          389 «  335 

Java  cinchona  ...       ...       ...         277  277 

Ceylon  cinchona         ...       ...          137  54 


1,484  1,222 
The  following  were  the  approximate  quantities  of  bark  pur- 
chased by  the  principal  buyers  : — 

Lbs. 

Brunswick  factory   87,406 

Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories    44,710 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons   37,900 

Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories   24,810 

Imperial  Quinine  factory   22,985 

American  factory    2,250 

Druggists,  etc   32,620 


Total  quantity  sold    252,681 

Bought  in  or  withdrawn   60,323 


Total  quantity  offered   313,004 


The  prices  paid  for  sound  bark  were  as  follows  :— 

South  American. — Bolivian  cultivated  Calisaya  quill,  ordinary 

to  fair,  6;f(?.  to  8:^(7'.  per  lb. 

Ceylon. — Ledgeriana,  original  stem  chips,  4^(7. ;  hybrid  ditto, 

SJc?.  to  3f(7. 

Java. — Ledgeriana,  original  stem  chips  and  shavings,  Zhd.  to 
9|(Z. ;  branch,  4f(7.  to  4|(7. ;  root,  bid.  to  6|f7.  Red,  original  stem, 
2^(7.  to  5^f7.,  and  root,  2\d.  per  lb. 

East  Indian. — Red,  natural  stem  chips  and  shavings,  2icZ.  to 
5|d. ;  renewed,  7^(7.  Ledgeriana,  original  branch,  3§(7. ;  officinalis 
original  stem,  3:^(7.  to  l^d. ;  renewed,  5gcZ.  to  7|(7. ;  branch,  5\d. ; 
and  root,  5(7.  to  6d. 

The  exports  from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  December  were 
470,000  Amst.  lbs.,  against  270,000  Amst.  lbs.  last  year. 

COLCHICUM  is  quoted  31s.  per  cwt,  c.i.f.,  gross  for  net,  in 
slices. 

CoLOCYNTH. — The  first  arrivals  of  the  new  crop  on  the 
Trieste  market  have  gone  into  consumption,  and  prices  are 
very  firm  at  the  equivalent  of  Is.  Zd.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Very  firm  but  little  doing.  Best 
white  French  crystals  are  quoted  77s.  M.,  and  powder 
79s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  B.P.  powder  82s. 

Dragon's  Blood, — The  recent  arrival  of  19  cases,  already 
reported,  consists  of  five  cases  block  (pait  fine),  the  remainder 
being  Heed. 
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Ergot. — A  further  sale  of  Spanish  is  reported  at  2.s.  5<l., 
spot. 

Hen'bake  is  quoted  at  from  ^Is.  to  42s.  6d.  per  cwt.  c.i.f., 
gross  for  net. 

Galls. — Small  transactions  in  Persian  blue  and  green 
continue  to  be  reported  at  70s.  and  62s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  respec- 
tively. For  Chinese,  usual  shape,  62s.  6d.  c.i.f.  is  quoted, 
6Hs.  3d.  for  plum  shape. 

Golden  Seal. — Is  a  shade  easier  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  spot. 

GxJJi  Arabic. — Small  sales  of  the  new  arrivals  of  so- 
called  Persian  insoluble  gum  have  been  made  at  17s.  Qd.  per 
cwt.,  quay  terms,  for  ordinary  sorts  ;  18s.  for  fine  ditto  ;  and 
20s.  for  selected  soft  gum. 

Honey. — Jamaica  is  firmly  held  at  from  30.s\  to  35s.  per  cwt., 
the  latter  figure  being  for  good  syrupy.  Stocks  are  very  low, 
and  no  further  arrivals  are  expected  before  April.  Cali- 
fornian  honey  of  fine  quality  is  practically  unobtainable  ; 
for  dark  set  45s.  is  wanted. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  s.s.  Magdalcna  from  Monte  Video 
has  arrived  with  64  bales  of  drugs  this  week;  five  bales  of 
"roots"  have  also  arrived  per  Clyde  from  Monte  Video. 
The  market  is  quiet,  at  from  10s.  to  10s.  2>d.  for  Rio,  the 
outside  figure  being  quoted  for  fine.  It  is  reported  that  a 
shipment  of  about  50  bales  Cartagena  root  has  been  rejected 
by  the  U.S.  Customs  authorities  as  not  being  up  to  the 
standard  in  alkaloidal  content.  v 

Juniper-berries. — The  quality  of  the  crop  this  year 
(according  to  a  Trieste  report)  is  poor,  and  orders  are 
difficult  to  fill.  Fair  quality  is  quoted  8s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  gross 
for  net,  c.i.f. 

Menthol. — The  spot  prices  are  unchanged  from  those 
given  last  week,  at  which  figure  small  quantities  have 
changed  hands.  Cables  still  report  an  advancing  market  in 
Japan,  where  the  stock  is  small. 

Myrrh. — A  report  from  Trieste,  dated  December  15,  states 
that  a  good  business  has  recently  been  done,  especially  in 
"  sorts,"  which  are  now  scarce  and  held  for  high  prices — 
viz.,  68s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  Native  picked  is  quoted  85s.,  and 
picked  grades  have  also  advanced.  Gum  of  good  quality 
has  been  very  scarce  in  London  for  some  weeks. 

Oil,  Anise,  Star.— Firm,  at  5s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Castor. — Steady.  Hull  make  for  January  delivery 
is  quoted  33Z.  10s.  per  ton  for  first  pressings,  and  32/.  10i<. 
for  second  ditto,  ex  wharf  London. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — From  Bergen,  under  date  December  14, 
our  correspondent  reports  a  quiet  market  at  the  former  rate 
of  63s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  for  best  Lofoten  non-con- 
gealing oil.  Efforts  are  being  made  by  some  of  the  ex- 
porters in  the  northern  towns  to  advance  prices  again,  but 
they  have  not  found  support  among  the  Bergen  firms.  The 
exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  10,357  barrels, 
against  13,958  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year.  The 
London  market  is  quiet,  sellers  mostly  deferring  their 
purchases  until  the  new  season. 

Oil,  Lemongrass.— Supplies  on  the  spot  are  very  scarce, 
holders  having  advanced  their  quotations  to  4Jf^.  per  oz. 
There  has  been  some  inquiry  from  Continental  dealers,  who 
are  willing  to  pay  l\d.  To  arrive  there  are  sellers  at  to 
3H,  c.i.f. 

Quicksilver —The  exports  from  Spain,  Italy,  Austria,  and 
the  United  States  for  the  nine  months  ended  September 
were : — 

1900  1899  1898 

Kilos.    ...       65,424      3,204,147      1,726,819  Spain 
Pesetas...      353,000     17,302,000  9,325,000 

(Peseta  =  9-6f?.,  or  25  to  the  £.) 
Kilos.    ...      182,400        190,500        162,300  Italy 
Lire     ...    1,003,000      1,048,000  779,000 

(Lira  =  9-6d.,  or  25  to  the  JE.) 
Kilos.    ...      320,600         345,900         312,400  Austria 
Kronen...    1,494,000      1,612,000  1,262,000 
(Krone  = 

Lbs,     ...      622,707      1,079,832        729,440  U.S.A. 
%         ...      342,000        518,000  324,000 

Oil,  Peppermint. — One  importer  is  asking  6s.  spot,  but 
in  second  hands  retail  quantities  have  changed  hands  at 


5s.  11(/.  Japanese  dementholised  is  firm,  at  4.v.  3^/.,  and 
40-per-cent.  at  6s.  Qd.  per  lb.  spot. 

Quinine. — There  is  no  further  improvement  to  be  noted 
in  the  second-hand  market  this  week  the  tone  being  dull  and 
the  tendency  still  easy,  although  there  are  few  sellers.  On 
the  spot  B.  &  S.  or  Brunswick  brands  have  sold  at  froni 
\s.  \d.  up  to  l.s.  \\d.  per  oz.,  March  delivery  at  l.v.  \\d.  to 
1«.  V\d.,  and  May  at  Is.  Id.  The  market  closed  on  Wednes- 
day with  buyers  of  March  delivery  at  Is.  V{d.,  and  sellers 
at  Is  2d.  To-day  the  market  has  been  quiet  with  sellers  at 
l.s.  \\d.  per  oz.  spot,  and  small  sales  have  been  made  at  that 
figure. 

Riiatany.— For  a  fairly  large  sized  parcel  Z'\d.  per  lb.  has 
been  accepted. 

Saffron. — Finest  Valencia  is  offered  by  one  importer  at 
30s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  net.    Spanish  advices  report  a  rising  market. 

Salicylates. — Circulars  have  been  issued  by  the  leading 
makers  quoting  the  following  reduced  prices : — Acid,  sali- 
cylic, powder.  Is.  7,d  per  lb.  net,  in  1-cwt.  kegs,  for  not  less 
than  10  cwt.,  and  from  Is.  8(/.  to  Is.  Wd.  for  smaller  whole- 
sale quantities.  Crystals  are  quoted  \s.  5d.  for  10-cwt.  lots. 
Soda  salicylic  powder.  Is.  4|fZ. ;  crystals  1.?.  Id.  in  10-cwt. 
lots.  These  prices  apply  to  the  so-called  "  convention,"  but 
already  an  outside  make  of  salicylic  acid  is  offered  at  Is.  l^d. 
nominally. 

Sarsaparilla. — Quiet ;  for  grey  Jamaica  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 
is  mentioned  as  the  selling  price.  Six  small  bales  have 
arrived,  and  about  ten  bales  of  native  Jamaica  are  due 
shortly. 

Seeds. — Ani.se  quiet,  at  18s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  Russia. 
Caraways  are  offering  at  34s.  per  cwt.  for  Dutch,  and  29s. 
for  Russian.  Coriander  steady  at  12s.  per  cwt.  for  old  crop 
Morocco,  and  13s.  for  new.  Canary  firm,  but  little  doing, 
34.';.  per  quarter  is  the  quotation  for  Turkish.  Cumin  is 
selling  at  27.!!.  to  28s.  per  cwt.  for  Mogador,  and  at  34s.  to 
35s.  for  Malta.  Business  has  been  done  in  ordinary  quality 
Fcnngreek  at  6s.  'id.  per  cwt.  Linseed  sells  at  62s.  per  qrjarter 
for  bold  clean. 

Senega  is  easier,  at  2s.  per  lb.,  spot. 

Shellac. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  the  small  supply  of 
225  cases  was  ofi'ered,  of  which  about  90  cases  sold  at  69.<. 
per  cwt.  for  fine  pale  strong  second  orange,  and  59.<.  for  good 
bright  curly  reddish.  The  market  privately  has  been  quiet, 
with  small  sales  at  from  59s.  to  60s.  per  cwt.,  spot. 

Spices. — The  auctions  on  Wednesday  were  light  in  view 
of  the  disinclination  of  buyers  to  make  purchases  so  near 
the  end  of  the  year.  Cochin  Ginyer  sold  at  30s.  per  cwt. 
for  small  rough  washed,  and  at  29s.  for  common  boldish  ; 
fair  Calicut  brown  rough  being  bought  in  at  32s.  per  cwt. ; 
500  bags  have  been  sold  privately  at  this  figure.  Medium 
and  small  native  cut  was  withdrawn  at  47s.  per  cwt.  A 
parcel  of  fine  Zanzibar  Cloves  was  bought  in  at  4^rf.  per  lb. 
The  speculative  market  has  fluctuated  during  the  week; 
after  declining  to  ^^^d.  a  firmer  tone  was  evinced,  and  4]c/. 
was  paid  on  Wednesday  for  January-March  and  March-May 
delivery.  Long  bright  red  East  Indian  Capsieuins  on  stalk 
were  bought  in  at  23s.  per  cwt.  Cinnamon-hark  sold  at  ^d. 
per  lb.  Pepper  quiet,  but  steady.  Singapore  black  is  worth 
Q^d.  to  Q~d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  Qi\,d.  to  arrive. 
Singapore  white  has  been  sold  at  9^^^.,  and  Penang  at  Z\d. 
per  lb.  Ceylon  at  auction  brought  SfA  for  small  brownish 
and  %d.  for  dark. 

Soy. — Chinese  is  quiet  at  from  \s.  Zd.  to  Is.  Zd.  per  gallon. 

Tragacanth. — For  the  Persian  varieties  there  has  been 
an  active  demand,  goods  of  new  crop  selling  readily,  at  full 
to  higher  prices  for  fine  qualities. 

Turmeric. — There  was  no  demand  in  auction  on  Tuesday, 
dull  to  fair  finger  being  bought  in  at  from  24.s\  to  29s.  per 
cwt.  Privately  small  sales  of  good  finger  have  been  made 
at  30s. 


The  imports  of  chemical  products  into  France  for  the 
eight  months  ended  August  were  valued  (in  francs)  at : — 

1900  1899  1898 

52,429,000  51,423,000  48,451,000 
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Japanese  Rape=seed  Oil. 

Rape-seed  is  grown  chiefly  in  Japan  for  the  manufacture  of 
ffape-seed  oil,  which  was  used  throughout  Japan  for  lighting- 
purposes  a  few  years  ago,  and,  although  being  now  largely  sup- 
planted by  petroleum,  is  still  extensively  employed.  Oil  to  the 
average  annual  value  of  18,500?.  is  manufactured  and  largely  ex- 
ported. Last  year's  produce  of  seed  was  slightly  less  than  the 
average,  but  amounted  to  235,000  bushels,  from  an  area  of  23,000 
^icres. 

Ceylon  Coca=leaves. 

The  exports  of  coca-leaves  from  Ceylon  are  now  so  small  that 
no  separate  account  has  been  kept  at  the  local  Customs  this  year. 
The  principal  collector  of  Customs,  however,  has  supplied  the 
following  detailed  table  showing  the  exports  for  the  last  five 
years  ; — 

1899         1898         1897         1896  1895 
Lbs....    3,083         3,462         1,209         2,534  3,392 

The  United  Kingdom  received  the  bulk  of  the  shipments,  Aus- 
tralia, Belgium,  and  Germany  receiving  infinitesimal  quantities. 
No  doubt  the  discouraging  prices  paid  on  the  London  market 
Avhy  little  progress  has  been  made  with  the  cultivation. 

Oil  of  Star=anise. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Simon,  of  Paris,  has  recently  issued  his  annual  report 
on  oil  of  star-anise  in  pamphlet  form.  It  is  piractically  a  review 
■of  the  general  situation  of  the  oil,  especially  in  China,  during  the 
last  twelve  months.  He  points  out  that  the  stocks  of  unadulterated 
oil  are  now  very  limited  in  the  important  market  centres,  but  that 
the  stocks  of  adulterated  oil  lessen  very  slowly.  The  harvest- 
prospects  for  1900  and  1901  in  the  Chao-Kiang  province  are,  on 
the  whole,  satisfactory  according  to  the  latest  advices,  but  the 
neighbouring  province  of  Tonquin  is  far  from  enjoying  perfect 
tranquillity,  and  it  is  feared  that  this  prosperous  region  will  not  be 
■able  to  save  itself  from  the  invasion  of  bands  of  marauders.  Pakse, 
which  is  the  most  important  centre  in  the  Yao-kiang  province  for 
star-anise,  was,  according  to  Mr.  Simons,  correspondent  at  that 
place,  surrounded  by  bandes  de pirate!),  so  that  business  was  at  a 
standstill.  He  reports  that  there  is  still  a  good  deal  of  adulterated 
oil  at  Pakse,  which  three  years  ago  realised  verj'  good  prices  at 
Hong-Kong,  but  since  then  the  local  merchants  have  lost  money 
•on  the  stuff.  Consignments  which  have  been  made  to  houses  at 
Jianninli  are  still  on  hand,  and  cannot  be  realised  at  any  figure. 
The  natives,  it  is  said,  do  not  now  practise  the  adulteration,  seeing 
that  there  is  no  sale  for  such  oil.  The  approaching  harvest  of 
seed  is  expected  to  be  good. 

Trade  of  the  Gold  Coast. 

A  Colonial  Office  report  on  the  trade  of  the  Gold  Coast  for 

1899  has  been  issued  this  week,  which  shows  that  both  imports 
:aiid  exports  increased.  Among  the  exports  there  were  increases 
in  kola-nuts  by  21,2312.,  palm  oil  by  68,916?.,  palm-kernels  by 
39,777?.,  rubber  by  4,063?.,  copra  by  1,773?.,  and  cocoa  by  6,447?. 
The  considerable  increase  in  palm  oil  and  palm-kernels  was  due 
to  a  good  season,  greater  attention  to  the  trade,  and  better 
jorices.  The  suitability  of  soil  and  climate,  the  greater  demand 
for  cocoa,  and  the  increased  attention  which  is  being  given  to 
this  product  account  for  the  larger  export.  Various  districts 
were  visited  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  with 
the  native  kings  and  chiefs  to  clear  large  areas  of  land  on  which 
to  form  plantations  of  cocoa,  rubber,  and  kola  trees,  which  would 
Ije  under  the  supervision  of  an  officer  of  the  Botanical  Depart- 
ment, and  good  results  are  looked  for.  Most  of  the  kola  ex- 
ported goes  to  Lagos,  and  the  increased  export  is  probably  due  to 
the  development  of  the  trade  in  this  article  from  Lagos  with  its 
hinterland,  and  the  cheapness  of  transport  by  water  at  Lagos  as 
■compared  with  that  by  land. 

Russian  Liquorice=root. 

The  collection  of  liquorice-root  in  the  Trans  Caucasus  during 

1900  did  not  in  any  way  differ  from  that  of  last  year.  Tlie  winter 
was  apparently  severe  in  the  growing  districts,  the  result 
being  that  much  higher  prices  had  to  be  paid  in  order  to  induce 
the  greater  proportion  of  the  population  to  dig  up  the  root.  Ex- 
porters do  not  anticipate  that  they  will  be  able  to  export  much  of 
this  season's  liquorice  during  1900,  seeing  that  the  bulk  of  the 
<;rop  is  still  lying  out  in  the  places  where  it  was  purchased,  owing 
to  the  fact  of  the  continued  overflowing  river  Kura  and  its 
tributaries,  which  interrupted  all  communications.  At  the  present 
time  the  presence  of  cattle  plague  and  other  diseases  has  necessi- 
tated the  isolation  of  certain  villages,  and  for  the  time  being, 
therefore,  outdoor  work  with  liquorice  has  practically  ceased. 
The  liquorice  paste  industry  has  recently  been  crippled  by  an 
advance  of  50  per  cent,  on  the  rate  of  transport  charged  for  its 
■conveyance  to  Batoum  by  the  State  railway.  This  measure,  it  is 
-expected,  will  paralyse  the  Caucasian-paste  industry,  and  will 
have  the  effect  of  enhancing  the  earnings  of  the  liquorice-paste 
manufacturers  in  Turkey. 


New  Franco- American  Steamship  Service. 

Arrangements  for  a  new  steamship  line  between  Pliiladelphia 
and  Marseilles  have  been  x'>erfected,  and  vessels  will  begin  making 
regular  trips  about  January  1,  1901. 

American  Linseed  Company. 

The  directors  of  the  American  Linseed  Company  have 
appointed  a  committee  of  three  to  consider  plans  whereby  the 
company  will  be  able  to  raise  §5,000,000  in  cash  for  its  working- 
capital,  the  money  being  required  to  carry  on  the  business,  the 
expenses  of  which,  owing  to  the  enhanced  cost  of  flax-seed,  have 
increased  80  per  cent.  It  is  rumoured  that  the  real  cause  of  the 
depleted  treasury  is  that  the  company  lost  largely  in  the  attempt 
to  corner  the  flax-market. 

The  capital  of  the  company  is  .$33,500,000,  divided  equally  into 
$16,750,000  common  and  preferred  stock.  The  preferred  has 
paid  dividends  of  7  per  cent.,  but  nothing  has  been  paid  on  the 
ordinary  shares. 

There  have  been  some  harsh  criticisms  made  by  shareholders 
against  the  management  of  the  company,  They  say  it  is  hard  to 
explain  why  dividends  should  be  passed  in  times  of  general  pros- 
perity when  other  companies  are  paying  dividends  on  both  pre- 
ferred and  common.  A  defence  is  made  by  showing  that  the 
linseed-market  is  subject  to  numerous  changes  and  fluctuations, 
and  that  there  is  always  a  certain  amount  of  hazard  connected 
with  the  purchase  of  flax. 


Coming  lEventa, 


Wednesday,  December  26. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Appren- 
tices' Association,  the  Institute,  Scott  Street,  Glasgow. — 
Lantern  lecture  on  the  "  Races  of  Mankind." 

Thursday,  December  27. 

Boijal  Institution  of  G)-eat  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.  at  3  P  jr.  The  first  of  the  series  of  Christmas 
lectures  adapted  for  young  people  will  be  delivered  by  Sir 
Robert  Stawell  Ball,  on  "  Great  Chapters  from  the  Book  of 
Nature." 


Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Crichet  Championship). — 
It  has  been  decided  by  the  League  to  give  an  evening  concert 
(Bohemian)  at  the  Holborn  Town  Hall,  on  January  18.  Tickets 
can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  E.  Sibley,  secretary,  c  o  Messrs.  Davy, 
Hill  &  Sons,  Yates  &  Hicks,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  concert 
will  be  well  supported. 

The  Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association  intends  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  chemists  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  at 
Bradford,  on  Tuesday,  January  8,  1901,  to  consider  and  discuss 
the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill  prepared  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  London  College  of  Pharmacy,  at 
which  the  prizes  gained  by  the  students  during  the  previous 
session  will  be  distributed,  has  been  fixed  for  February  1,  1901, 
and  will  be  held  at  the  Royal  Venetian  Chamber,  Holborn 
Restaurant. 


Pakke's  DnuG-STOBES  Company  (Limited). — The  sixth  annual 
meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  afternoon,  at  Winchester  House, 
E.C.  Mr.  P.  Warnford-Davis,  who  presided,  thought  the  small 
attendance  at  the  meeting  was  an  indication  that  the  shareholders 
approved  of  what  had  been  done  during  the  year.  The  policy  of 
the  board  always  had  been  to  go  ahead  so  long  as  they  saw  their 
way  clear  to  pay  6  per  cent,  on  both  classes  of  shares.  The  fact 
being  that  the  last  year's  accounts  covered  a  period  of  fifteen 
months,  it  was  not  possible  to  compare  the  items,  but  the  figures 
showed  that  there  was  better  business  done.  No  shares  had  been 
sold  during  the  year,  and  the  capital  issued  remained  the 
same.  The  sundry  creditors  and  bills  payable  were  1,000?.  lass 
than  last  year,  and  they  had  felt  the  business  strong  enough  to 
add  to  the  reserve  fund,  which  now  stood  at  6,610?.  3s.  If?.  The 
preliminary  expenses  were  now  500?.  less  than  last  year.  He 
prophesied  that  next  year  the  profits  would  be  larger,  unless 
there  were  some  unforeseen  accident.  Only  one  new  business 
had  been  bought  at  a  highly  satisfactory  place,  and  two  new 
stores,  which  he  thought  would  turn  out  trumps,  were  in  process 
of  being  opened.  Mr.  Andrew  Chatto  having  seconded  the 
motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report,  it  was  passed  without 
discussion.  A  dividend  of  74  per  cent,  for  the  year  was  approved, 
and  Messrs.  Warnford-Davis  and  Joseph  Frank  Fuerst  were  re- 
elected directors. 


